Media Release - Tuesday 13 December 2005

Church Leaders’ Christmas Call: Justice and Peace in Palestine and Israel

The season of Advent turns us towards God who through incarnation in Jesus, challenges us to live and act in compassionate unity with those who suffer, those whose sighs are unheard and unrecognised.

We witness the reality that Palestinians are one of these forgotten people, against whom systematic discrimination by Israel in every area of life is intolerable and is being exacerbated by the Separation Wall. Largely built on Palestinian land, the Wall is separating Palestinian farmers from their land, children from schools, mothers from hospitals, workers from jobs, families from each other, and is strangling the life and economy of Palestine and its people. Settlements are being established at a rate that far exceeds the withdrawal from Gaza and is turning the West Bank into multiple bantustans of Palestinian isolation and despair.

We join with the World Council of Churches in its concern for justice and peace in Palestine and Israel and its call this year, for responsible use of economic measures to ensure investments held by its member churches do not support – even unwittingly – this injustice and oppression. We call for churches and their members to seek opportunities to withdraw their investment funds from companies and organisations whose activities support discrimination and violence – particularly against Palestinians, and to re-invest in those whose activities contribute to a just and sustainable peace for both Palestine and Israel.

We affirm the legitimacy of all people and Christians in particular, in employing non-violent means, including transparent and equitable economic pressure, to bring new hope and life to Palestinians and Israeli’s alike.
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