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Where the Streets Had a Name review: Randa Abdel-Fattah's 

novel brought to life 

Jason Blake, Published: August 31 2017 - 12:20PM 

Where the Streets Had a Name Riverside Theatres, Parramatta, August 30. Until September 1 ★★★ 
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 In some ways 13-year-old Hayaat and her family live a life you'll recognise. They bicker in the supermarket. 
They pass judgment on TV talent quest contestants. Granny needs a new hip. 

But in most respects their day-to-day is almost beyond our capacity to imagine. 

Hayaat's family live in modern-day Bethlehem, a city divided by a colossal concrete wall and in which all 
movement is governed by constantly changing curfews and Israeli checkpoints. Streets that had names, 
which used to bustle, are blocked, overshadowed and left to wither. 

This is the world described in Randa Abdel-Fattah's 2008 novel Where the Streets Had a Name, where it 
serves as background to a girl's quest to bring her seriously ill grandmother a jar of earth from the garden of 
the family's ancestral house in Jerusalem. 

Hayaat has some healing of her own to explore, too. The scarring on her face is the most visible evidence of 
past trauma but there is much more besides. 

Eva Di Cesare's adaption for Monkey Baa Theatre Company brings this world warmly to life for a target 
audience in the years 7-plus range. Adult audiences will find it engaging, too. 

While the focus is squarely on Hayaat's mission and her friendship with local boy Samy, the stresses of 
everyday life under occupation are ever-present. What would be a short trip for someone with the right 
paperwork becomes an odyssey. Catching a bus is fraught with difficulty, even danger. 

Viewed on its opening night, the production (which Di Cesare directs) lacked the usual polish we've come to 
expect from Monkey Baa. The set is effective (a wall of concrete slabs from Antoinette Barbouttis) but its 
mobile element (which turns into a bus) proved fiddly on the night. The sound design, which features music 
composed by Oonagh Sherrard for oud player Mohamed Youssef, is attractive but its deployment 
occasionally lacked finesse. 

The acting is good and solidly detailed – led by Aanisa Vylet as Hayaat, Mansoor Noor as Samy and Sal 
Sharah, who plays Hayaat's grandfather and a perky little soccer player – though the show struggled to find 
its rhythm and elasticity. These things will come as the play cures in front of an audience. 

Where the Streets Had a Name transfers to the Darling Quarter Theatre, Tumbalong Park, September 2-5. 

This story was found at: http://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/stage/sydney-stage/where-the-streets-
had-a-name-review-randa-abdelfattahs-novel-brought-to-life-20170831-gy7uff.html 
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Keeping Palestinians involved is a victory for the US's Middle 

East negotiators 

Published: August 27 2017 - 7:21PM 

President Donald Trump's Middle East emissaries spent this week energetically selling his Israeli-Palestinian 
peace initiative throughout the Arab world, from Saudi Arabia and Egypt to the United Arab Emirates and 
Qatar. Then they got to Israel and the Palestinian territories. 

At the end of their meetings in Jerusalem and Ramallah, the best that Trump's senior adviser, Jared Kushner, 
and his special envoy, Jason D. Greenblatt, could manage was a two-line statement saying that the 
Palestinians had agreed not to bolt from the US-led process. 

In the exhausted, jaded, disillusioned world of Middle East peacemaking, that qualified as a small victory. 

"We were encouraged by the sense of optimism," Greenblatt said in an interview Friday, of his tour of Arab 
capitals. "They believe the president is serious about this. They believe the president can pull this off." 

http://www.smh.com.au/world/keeping-palestinians-involved-is-a-victory-for-the-us-s-middle-east-negotiators-20170827-p4yvkk.html
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The administration's recruitment of Arab leaders made it difficult for the Palestinian Authority president, 
Mahmoud Abbas, to spurn Trump at this early stage. But the lack of progress between Israel and the 
Palestinians showed that Trump can line up any number of cheerleaders and still fail to break the impasse 
between the prime antagonists. 

As Kushner and Greenblatt enter the sixth month of peacemaking, this has become a central paradox of their 
effort. 

They are in an indisputably stronger position with Israel's Arab neighbours than President Barack Obama 
was. Yet they face arguably greater hurdles to brokering an accord than Obama did, from a weak Palestinian 
leader in Abbas to an Israeli leader, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who is facing legal troubles and 
unlikely to take a major risk for a deal. 

Greenblatt's dogged approach is based on the correct calculation that the dialogue needs to continue 
anyway, said Martin S. Indyk, who served as special envoy for Israeli-Palestinian negotiations under Obama. 
"Maybe something will break eventually," he said. 

"That's a much more realistic approach than attempting to reinvent the wheel or imagining there's a quick 
fix," Indyk added. But he said, "The outside-in approach is not going to work unless there is something 
moving between the Israelis and Palestinians." 

Focus on neighbouring nations 

Administration officials said they are more explicitly linking the Israeli-Palestinian track with their diplomacy 
in the Persian Gulf, and on this week's trip, Kushner and Greenblatt brought along Dina H. Powell, a deputy 
national security adviser who worked as a diplomat in President George W. Bush's administration and 
helped put together Trump's successful visit to Riyadh in April. 

An Egyptian-born official who speaks some Arabic, Powell could help mitigate the perception that the Trump 
team is stocked with staunchly pro-Israel figures like Kushner, Greenblatt, and David M. Friedman, the 
ambassador to Israel — all of whom are Orthodox Jews. 

The delegation stopped in Qatar, which has been in the White House's bad graces because of its support for 
extremist groups. But Qatar is viewed as important to an eventual peace agreement because it wields 
influence with the Hamas militants who control the Palestinian enclave of Gaza. 

The delegation also stopped in Egypt a day after the State Department held up nearly $300 million in aid to 
the country, a case of bad timing that some officials attributed to a lack of coordination with the White 
House. 

Some Middle East experts said the administration has little choice but to concentrate its efforts on 
neighbours in the region, given the stubborn obstacles in Israel and among the Palestinians. 

Netanyahu is at risk of being indicted in a corruption investigation — a predicament that analysts said would 
make him less likely to antagonise the right-wing members of his coalition by making concessions to win a 
deal. Abbas, also known as Abu Mazen, is a cautious 82-year-old politician clinging to power near the end of 
his career. 

"Bibi, especially now, cannot and will not concede anything to the Palestinians without getting something he 
can point to from the Arabs," said Dennis B. Ross, a longtime Middle East negotiator, using Netanyahu's 
nickname. "Abu Mazen, similarly, won't do anything toward the Israelis unless there is an Arab cover that 
offers him an explanation for any move." 

Before the meeting, Palestinian officials complained about the lack of a US plan and the refusal of the 
administration to reaffirm it support for a two-state solution to the conflict. There were reports that Abbas 
would present his visitors with an ultimatum to produce something within 45 days or face the Palestinians 
defecting from the process. 
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The Palestine Liberation Organization's envoy in Washington, Husam Zomlot, was quoted as having told 
reporters last week that uncertainty could lead the Palestinian leadership to resume its campaign for 
recognition at the United Nations. Others have proposed more aggressively suing Israel in the International 
Criminal Court. 

On Thursday, however, Abbas said, "We know that this delegation is working for peace, and we are working 
with it to achieve what President Trump has called a peace deal. We know that things are difficult and 
complicated, but there is nothing impossible with good efforts." 

Conflicting accounts of whether actions match Trump's statements 

Several experts said the Palestinian threats at this stage were more about trying to exert pressure on the US 
team than derailing a peace process that has yet to materialise. 

"I heard a lot of noise about the idea of bolting but not from people who are as close as you would expect to 
the decision-making circles," said Ghassan Khatib, a Palestinian political scientist at Birzeit University in the 
West Bank. But he said, "sooner or later the Palestinians are going to realise there is nothing new, and they 
will go back to acting in the international arena." 

Greenblatt declined to say whether he had presented a plan or whether he had given the Palestinians any 
comfort on the two-state solution, which Trump threw into doubt last February when he said, "I'm looking at 
two-state and one-state" formulations. 

Other officials made it clear the United States did not deviate from Trump's statement, which has frustrated 
Palestinian officials, who say that unless the White House reaffirms the goal of a Palestinian state, he will not 
be a credible peacemaker. 

Still, Greenblatt and Kushner have succeeded in one aspect of the process that eluded their predecessors 
and has eluded this White House on other issues: They have virtually eliminated leaks and imposed strict 
message discipline on two notoriously unruly parties. 

"The talks were constructive and substantive," Netanyahu's office said in a terse three-line statement. "We 
highly appreciate President Trump's efforts to strike a historical peace deal," Abbas said. 

This story was found at: http://www.smh.com.au/world/keeping-palestinians-involved-is-a-victory-for-
the-us-s-middle-east-negotiators-20170827-p4yvkk.html 
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Middle East peace talks 'productive' but no commitment to 

two-state solution 

Loveday Morris, Published: August 25 2017 - 7:59PM 

Jerusalem: A US delegation led by White House senior advisor Jared Kushner had a "productive" meeting 
with the Palestinian Authority on how to begin Middle East peace talks, the State Department said on Friday, 
though some Palestinian officials expressed frustration that the US still has not committed to a two-state 
solution. 

Both sides agreed to continue with the US-led conversations as the best way to reach a peace deal, the State 
Department statement said. 

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas also struck a positive note in public comments a day earlier after 
meeting Mr Kushner, Middle East envoy Jason Greenblatt, and deputy national security adviser, Dina Powell, 
in Ramallah. 

http://www.smh.com.au/world/middle-east-peace-talks-productive-but-no-commitment-to-twostate-solution-20170825-gy4m1l.html
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"We know that this delegation is working for peace, and we are working with it to achieve what President 
[Donald] Trump has called a peace deal," Mr Abbas said at the beginning of the meeting, according to the 
Palestinian Authority's website Wafa. 

"We know that things are difficult and complicated, but there is nothing impossible with good efforts."  

The US team is in the Middle East in an attempt to find a way to kick-start the peace process, which Mr 
Trump has described as the "ultimate deal." 

In addition to meetings with Israeli and Palestinian leaders on Thursday, Mr Kushner's team has also met 
with Egyptian, Saudi, Emirati, Jordanian and Qatari leaders during. 

But the US delegation refrained from committing to a two-state solution – the primary focus of peace efforts 
for decades. That has rankled Palestinian officials, who say that negotiations without any set parameters will 
only benefit the Israeli side. 

For weeks Palestinian officials have called on the United States to back a two-state solution and ask Israel to 
stop building settlements in the occupied West Bank, which most of the international community consider 
illegal and an obstacle to the creation of any future Palestinian state. 

Most notably in a meeting with left-wing Israeli lawmakers last week, Mr Abbas noted that he'd met Mr 
Trump's envoys "about 20 times" but they had failed to convey a commitment to a two-state solution to 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, according to leaked comments. 

"We have clearly emphasised to the Americans the importance of having a public statement that has a 
commitment to the two-state solution," said Ashraf Khatib, a spokesman for the negotiation affairs 
department of the Palestinian Liberation Organisation. "There hasn't been any." 

A small group of demonstrators gathered in Ramallah as the meeting took place on Thursday, protesting 
against a delegation that is widely seen as biased towards Israel. 

"We have told the Americans that we are committed to the American effort," Mr Khatib said. "We've also 
told the Americans that we want clarity on their approach." 

US officials have said that they have not ruled out a two-state solution, but that it is down to the two sides, 
not them, to agree on a way forward. 

Mr Trump is "very committed to achieving a solution here that will be able to bring prosperity and peace to 
all people in the area," Mr Kushner said ahead of his meeting with Mr Netanyahu. 

Analysts say a corruption scandal engulfing the Israeli leader will make him even more beholden to fringe 
elements within his right-wing coalition, likely making him an inflexible negotiating partner. 

The 82-year-old Mr Abbas is also fighting for his political survival as he reaches the end of his political tenure 
and is keen to carve out a legacy. 

Washington Post 

This story was found at: http://www.smh.com.au/world/middle-east-peace-talks-productive-but-no-
commitment-to-twostate-solution-20170825-gy4m1l.html 
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Pressure on Shorten after WA votes to back Palestinian state 

The Australian, 12:00AM August 29, 2017 

TROY BRAMSTON, Senior writer, Sydney, @TroyBramston 

West Australian Labor has become the fifth branch of the party to support recognition of a Palestinian state 
without conditions, caveats or qualifications. 

This all but ensures the next national conference will urge a Labor government to recognise such a state. The 
motion, adopted by the state conference on Sunday, “supported the recognition and right of Israel and 
Palestine to exist within secure and recognised borders” but added unequivocally that it “urges the next 
Labor government to recognise Palestine”. 

The resolution, initially moved by senator Sue Lines but amended by state MP Stephen Price, mirrored that 
adopted by the NSW Labor conference last month. 

It represents a different position to Labor leader Bill Shorten, and his Victorian Labor right faction, who are 
likely to have to accept a significant change in Labor’s position in support of a Palestinian state without 
stating that recognition should be part of a two-state peace process. 

Federal Labor’s current position reiterates support for a “two-state solution” and states that a future 
government is required only to consult with “like-minded” nations before taking the step of formally 
recognising a Palestinian state. That position will be challenged at next year’s national conference. 

Former Queensland Labor vice-president Wendy Turner told The Australian that the West Australian 
conference was another “strong signal” to federal Labor, following the NSW, Queensland and ACT 
conferences last month, and Tasmania earlier this year. “It now means that we are hopeful of getting a new 
resolution nationally that recognises Palestine and will be acted upon by a Shorten government,” she said. 

The Israel lobby reacted angrily to the resolution. Steve Lieblich of the Jewish Community Council of Western 
Australia said support for a non-viable state was effectively rewarding terrorism. 

“The whole concept of recognising Palestine is part of a global campaign trying to destroy Israel,” he said. “It 
will only prolong the conflict. I don’t believe Labor is really thinking this through.” 

The change in Labor’s position on the country has been developing for several years and reflects 
international opposition to Israel’s settlement policy in East Jerusalem and the West Bank against the 
backdrop of an abandoned peace process. 

 
THE AUSTRALIAN, 26-AUG-2017, http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/kushner-comes-up-
emptyhanded-on-israelpalestine-peace/news-story/a6a1a959e7387e482b4784cf0c75b5b2  

Kushner comes up empty-handed on Israel-Palestine peace 

12:00AM August 26, 2017 

Donald Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner met Israeli and Palestinian leaders yesterday to try to jump-start 
moribund peace talks, but after months without progress the Middle East envoy faces growing scepticism 
from Palestinians. 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/foreign-affairs/pressure-on-shorten-after-wa-votes-to-back-palestinian-state/news-story/86815591c8bb48164c250f064263f869
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http://twitter.com/TroyBramston
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With no clear vision for peace outlined by the US administration and domestic issues distracting President 
Donald Trump, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas, expectations for the new peace push are low. 

The Palestinians initially welcomed Mr Trump’s election, but they have since grown impatient with what 
they say is his failure to present a road map for peace. 

Specifically, they want a halt to Israeli settlement construction on occupied lands, and an American 
commitment to the establishment of an independent Palestinian state. 

“If the US team doesn’t bring answers to our questions this time, we are going to look into our options 
because the status quo is not working for our interests,” said Ahmad Majdalani, an aide to Mr Abbas. 

It was not clear whether Mr Kushner offered any clarity during his three-hour meeting with Mr Abbas. Abbas 
spokesman Nabil Abu Rdeneh called the meeting “positive”, without discussing details, and said the 
Palestinian leader had reiterated his desire for an American commitment to a Palestinian state. 

Mr Abbas had said before the meeting that the Palestinian side appreciated Mr Trump’s efforts. 

“We know things are difficult and complicated, but nothing is impossible with good intentions,” he said. 

Mr Trump took office with hopes of striking what he calls the “ultimate deal” between Israelis and 
Palestinians — a goal that has eluded administrations before his. He has since given few details of his vision 
for peace, managing to frustrate both sides. 

Mr Kushner met Mr Netanyahu in Tel Aviv before meeting Mr Abbas in Ramallah. Mr Kushner was expected 
to return to the US last night. Before his meeting with Mr Kushner, Mr Netanyahu spoke optimistically of the 
road ahead. 

“We have a lot of things to talk about, how to advance peace, stability and security in our region, prosperity 
too,” Mr Netanyahu said. “I think that all of them are within our reach.” 

AP 
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Bishop open to Australian diplomatic presence in Jerusalem 

The Australian, 1:35PM August 25, 2017 

PRIMROSE RIORDAN, Political reporter, Canberra, @primroseriordan 

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop has said Australia is open to establishing a diplomatic presence in Jerusalem 
when addressing a group of Jewish community leaders. 

US President Donald Trump controversially vowed in his campaign to overturn decades of US foreign policy 
and move the US embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, and recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 

In June, however, Mr Trump signed an order keeping the American Embassy in Tel Aviv rather than moving 
it, sparking speculation such a change would never happen. 

Diplomatic representation in Jerusalem is highly politically sensitive. Australia, like most nations has its 
embassy in Tel Aviv to avoid being seen to take a side in the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

Ms Bishop said if the British open a High Commission or a consulate in Jerusalem, Australia could “look at” 
stationing diplomats there. 

“In Morocco we bunked in with the British. We have our door and our flag here (at the front) and the British 
flag and door at the back and we share the back-of-house costs, because all countries need to be 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/foreign-affairs/bishop-open-to-australian-diplomatic-presence-in-jerusalem/news-story/014aac9d7ecd9a8afdb070383a97d0db
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/foreign-affairs/bishop-open-to-australian-diplomatic-presence-in-jerusalem/news-story/014aac9d7ecd9a8afdb070383a97d0db
http://twitter.com/primroseriordan
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represented everywhere,” she said in response to a question from Zionism Victoria immediate past 
president Sam Tatarka. 

“We bunk in with the Canadians every now and again, the Brits are trying to pile on top of us in Bali and 
we’ve got the Brits in with us in Wellington.” 

“I hate to put it in that context, but let me have a look at what is happening in West Jerusalem. If there is a 
British High Commission there or a consulate of some description we can look at that.” 

The Australian Jewish News reported that Ms Bishop said “the biggest stumbling blocks to Australia moving 
the embassy to Jerusalem are financial and security [issues]”.’ 

Liberal Senator James Paterson called for Australia to move its embassy to Jerusalem when he made his 
maiden speech to Parliament last year. 
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Kushner’s first big challenge: getting Mid-East sides to talk 

RORY JONES, PAUL SONNE, The Wall Street Journal, 12:00AM August 25, 2017 

Donald Trump, who has pledged to broker the “ultimate deal” between the Israelis and Palestinians, faces 
major obstacles to getting them to even negotiate as his adviser Jared Kushner arrives in Israel. 

The White House says the discussions will focus on “the path to substantive Israeli-Palestinian peace talks,” 
combating extremism and economic and humanitarian issues in the Palestinian territories of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. Kushner’s delegation was set to meet with Israeli and then Palestinian officials separately 
today. 

But the US has not received assurances that the two sides will talk to one another — let alone take steps to 
resolve the decades-long conflict. A White House official emphasised that the US is still in the initial stages of 
the process and has yet to formally propose a new peace dialogue. 

The Palestinians’ quest for statehood is among the biggest hurdles to direct negotiations. 

Many Israeli officials won’t support the creation of a Palestinian state; Palestinian officials don’t want to 
negotiate without statehood as the goal. The White House hasn’t said how it plans to bridge the gap, Israelis 
and Palestinians say. 

The deadlock underscores the tough task the US President faces in forging Middle East peace — a signature 
foreign-policy goal that has eluded American leaders for decades. Trump in February backed off the US’s 
longstanding commitment to a two-state strategy, saying he would support whatever solution both parties 
prefer. 

Trump has deputised his son-in-law Kushner, 36, who has no experience negotiating foreign conflicts, to 
head the peace push. 

Accompanying Kushner on the trip is Jason Greenblatt, a former Trump Organisation lawyer turned White 
House special representative for international negotiations, and deputy national security adviser Dina 
Powell. 

Palestinian officials said they were initially encouraged by Trump’s eagerness to get a deal done, but now say 
they are disappointed with his administration’s early steps. 

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas told Israeli legislators on Sunday that he had met 20 times 
with Trump officials but still had no clear idea on its direction for peace. 

The US is “not willing to say” that the Palestinians’ basis for negotiation is the establishment of a state, said 
Esawi Freij, an Israeli legislator who met with Abbas. 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/wall-street-journal/kushners-first-big-challenge-getting-mideast-sides-to-talk/news-story/6d847928c75e6c133e37260c6f16aeb3
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/wall-street-journal/kushners-first-big-challenge-getting-mideast-sides-to-talk/news-story/6d847928c75e6c133e37260c6f16aeb3
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The White House official said the administration has developed a strategy that it will begin discussing with 
the relevant parties this week. 

White House negotiators, including Kushner, made several trips this year to develop relationships and gather 
advice from Israelis, Palestinians and others in the region. But progress slowed when a crisis erupted last 
month over a contested Jerusalem holy site and tensions mounted between Israel and Jordan after an attack 
at the Israeli embassy in Amman, the official said. 

“The President remains optimistic,” the official said. “And the administration remains engaged.” 

Disagreements over West Bank settlement housing also are roiling the waters. Since Trump took office, 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has issued a significant increase in construction tenders for such 
housing and agreed to build the first new stand-alone settlement in more than 20 years. 

In February, Trump asked Netanyahu to halt settlements. But White House officials have refrained from 
condemning them, in contrast with the Obama administration which frequently did. Trump appointed David 
Friedman, his longtime lawyer who has financially supported settlements, as US ambassador to Israel. 

The Trump administration “has made clear that unrestrained settlement activity does not advance the 
prospect for peace”, the White House official said. “At the same time, the administration recognises that 
past demands for a settlement freeze have not helped advance peace talks.” 

Israeli officials have said they don’t believe settlements are an impediment to peace with the Palestinians or 
the establishment of a Palestinian state. 

Netanyahu’s government is also pressuring the US to persuade the Palestinians to end a system of payments 
to the families of prisoners and Palestinians killed by Israel in clashes or while attacking Israelis, arguing it is 
an incentive for terrorism. Palestinian officials have said the payments are a form of social welfare. 

Palestinians sense that US officials agree with Netanyahu’s positions on the conflict, feeding mistrust, 
Palestinian officials said. Netanyahu knows Kushner’s father and once stayed in the younger Kushner’s 
childhood bedroom in New Jersey during a visit. 

Israeli politics also play a role in the process. Members of Netanyahu’s government have warned against 
entering peace talks based on a two-state solution at risk of destroying the fragile governing coalition. 

Netanyahu’s ability to advance peace talks has been constrained by police probes into corruption 
allegations. 

Israeli and Palestinian security officials have long co-operated in tamping down potential violence and 
sharing information on dangerous individuals. But after the crisis erupted last month over the contested 
Jerusalem holy site, the Palestinian Authority cut security relations with Israel. 

Resuming this co-ordination could be the only realistic goal of the US visit, said Yossi Kuperwasser, former 
head of research in Israel’s military intelligence division. 

“Security co-operation,” Kuperwasser said. “This will be the main practical issue that this delegation can take 
care of.” 

The Wall Street Journal 

 
THE AUSTRALIAN, 24-AUG-2017, http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/trump-committed-to-
mideast-peace-kushner/news-story/5ce703c9c6ba8df0aa7070d5ea1c3fd5   

Trump committed to Mideast peace: Kushner 

Jeffrey Heller, Associated Press, August 24, 2017 11:27pm 

US President Donald Trump remains "very committed" to achieving Israeli-Palestinian peace, his son-in-law 
and senior adviser, Jared Kushner, has told Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at the start of talks. 
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But there was little to suggest any breakthrough or significant progress towards ending a decades-old 
conflict is imminent as Kushner began a day of separate meetings with Netanyahu and Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas. 

Palestinians are still seeking a pledge of support from the Trump administration for the creation of a 
Palestinian state alongside Israel - the foundation of US Middle East policy for the past two decades. The last 
round of peace talks between the two sides collapsed in 2014. 

For his part, Netanyahu faces pressure from right-wing coalition partners not to give ground on Jewish 
settlement building in occupied territory that Palestinians seek for a independent state. The settlement issue 
contributed to the breakdown of negotiations three years ago. 

"We have things to talk about - how to advance peace, stability and security in our region, prosperity too. 
And I think that all of them are within our reach," Netanyahu, welcoming Kushner to his Tel Aviv office, said 
in a video clip released by the US Embassy. 

Kushner, a 36-year-old real estate developer with little experience of international diplomacy or political 
negotiation, arrived in Israel with US Middle East envoy Jason Greenblatt on Wednesday after meeting Arab 
leaders in the Gulf, Egypt and Jordan. 

"The president is very committed to achieving a solution here that will be able to bring prosperity and peace 
to all people in this area," Kushner, who was tasked by Trump to help broker a peace deal, said in his 
response to Netanyahu. 

 
 

 
THE WEST AUSTRALIAN, 31-AUG-2017, https://thewest.com.au/politics/state-politics/israeli-ambassador-
criticises-wa-labor-over-palestine-vote-ng-b88583613z  

Israeli Ambassador criticises WA Labor over Palestine vote 
Nick Butterly, Thursday, 31 August 2017 12:03PM 

Israel’s ambassador to Australia has criticised WA Labor for pushing through a vote to recognise a Palestinian 
state. 

Mirroring a recent controversial motion in NSW, the State Labor conference at the weekend backed a 
motion urging the next Labor Federal government to recognise Palestine. 

WA Labor said it supported the recognition and right of Israel and Palestine to exist within secure and 
recognised borders. But Israel’s ambassador Shmuel Ben-Shmuel said unilateral recognition of a Palestinian 
state was a danger to the two-state solution backed by countries such as Australia. 

“We therefore regret the call for a unilateral recognition within the motion voted on at the WA ALP 
conference over the weekend,” the ambassador said. 

“Such a recognition would only push the Palestinians further away from the negotiating table- which is the 
only place where peace can be achieved.” 

The ambassador said he welcomed the more “balanced approach” of the Labor leadership and other 
members of the party on the issue. 

“We appreciate the bi partisan support for the State of Israel in Australia and look forward to the 
continuation and further development of the strong relations and open dialogue between our countries. 

Most State branches of the Labor party have pursued or passed motions backing the recognition of 
Palestine, placing Bill Shorten in a difficult position should he become Prime Minister. 
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The motion at the WA conference was brought on by left-wing union United Voice. 

Jewish groups in Australia have complained the move to recognise Palestine is aimed at winning marginal 
seats in NSW with strong Middle Eastern communities. 

But supporters of recognition say the push is about putting greater pressure on Israel to broker a peace 
agreement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE GUARDIAN, 29-AUG-2017, https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/aug/29/police-reinvestigate-
1987-london-of-palestinian-cartoonist-naji-salim-hussain-al-ali-  

Police reinvestigate 1987 London murder of Palestinian 

cartoonist 

Met appeals for information over death of Naji Salim Hussain al-Ali, who died after being shot in a 
Knightsbridge street 

Jamie Grierson, Tuesday 29 August 2017 17.30 AEST First published on Tuesday 29 August 2017 17.29 AEST 

Detectives have reopened an investigation into the murder of a controversial Palestinian cartoonist 
in London 30 years ago. 

At the time of his death, Naji Salim Hussain al-Ali was one of the most prominent cartoonists in the Arab 
world and was sharply critical of Palestinian and Arab politics and leaders. He often received death threats. 

Ali was on Ives Street, Knightsbridge, outside the office of Kuwaiti newspaper al-Qabas, for whom he drew 
political caricatures, when he was shot in the neck on 22 July 1987. He was taken to hospital, where he 
remained in a coma until he died more than a month later, on 29 August. 

Counter-terrorism detectives from the Metropolitan police are reopening an investigation of the case and 
have appealed for information about the gunman and a second man later seen driving away from the scene. 

Ali’s son, Osama al-Ali, said: “My father was a very dedicated family man who wanted to spend as much time 
with his kids as possible. On top of that he was also very dedicated to his passion of his artwork and the 
political implications of that, and his people. 

“Lots of questions are unanswered and we would like to have that closure, so we are encouraged by the fact 
that the investigation is being reopened and we have some path towards resolution, so we know what 
happened.” 

He added: “It is 30 years ago, it is a long time ago, memories may be cloudy. That said, anything you have 
may be that missing piece that’s required to get to the next step and for that, if you can come forward, we 
are grateful.” 

Commander Dean Haydon, head of the Met’s counter-terrorism command, said: “The brutal murder of Mr 
al-Ali devastated his family and 30 years on they continue to feel the loss. We have previously reviewed this 
case and followed a number of lines of inquiry which have not resulted in us identifying these two men. 
However, a lot can change in 30 years – allegiances shift and people who were not willing to speak at the 
time of the murder may now be prepared to come forward with crucial information.” 
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Ali was murdered at a time of rising tensions in Palestine and Israel, months before the first intifada – a 
Palestinian uprising against Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza. 

In the moments leading up to Ali’s murder, he parked his car on Ixworth Place, walked into Draycott Avenue 
and on to Ives Street. Witnesses reported seeing him being followed by the suspected gunman, whom they 
described as being of Middle Eastern appearance and aged about 25, with collar-length thick black hair that 
was wavy at the back. He was wearing a stonewashed denim jacket and dark trousers and holding a black 
automatic handgun. 

The gun – a 7.62 Tokarev pistol – was found on the Hallfield estate in Paddington almost two years after the 
murder, on 22 April 1989. 

Specialists carried out forensic analysis of the gun, including test-firing the pistol, and identified that the 
marks from the firing pin left on the ejected cartridge case recovered from the scene matched those left on 
bullets during test firing. An image of the pistol has also been released by police. 

After the attack, the suspect was seen to run out of Ives Street back across Draycott Avenue and into Ixworth 
Place. 

The Met police said an artist’s impression of the gunman drawn shortly after the incident had been updated 
as part of the murder review to show what the suspect may look like today. Another witness reported seeing 
another man crossing Fulham Road into Lucan Place and getting into the driver’s seat of a silver-grey left-
hand-drive Mercedes shortly after the incident. 

He was seen running with his left hand inside the right side of his jacket as if he was concealing something. 
This man was described as being of Middle Eastern appearance, aged in his 50s, about 5ft 9ins (1.75m) and 
of medium build with heavy shoulders. 

He was said to have dark bushy hair with a lot of grey in it, a “fattish face and a bigger than average nose”, 
the Met said. He was clean-shaven and of smart appearance, wearing a grey suit. 

The Mercedes was seen driving off along Lucan Place and left into Ixworth Place, towards the junction with 
Sloane Avenue. It is believed that the registration number of the car contained the letters P and H in the first 
part and may have ended 11L. 

Haydon said: “The gunman was seen following Mr a-Ali for about 40 seconds before he shot him. Despite the 
briefness of the attack, witnesses were able to give investigators a good description of the suspect. 

“We believe that he may have arranged to meet the man seen driving the silver-grey Mercedes straight after 
the murder. We believe that this driver was seen hiding the weapon in his coat, intending to dispose of it.” 

Anyone with information is urged to call the investigation team on 020 3276 9014, or 0044 203 276 9014 if 
calling from outside the UK. 

 
THE GUARDIAN, 29-AUG-2017, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/28/benjamin-netanyahu-
iran-building-missile-production-sites-syria-and-lebanon  

Netanyahu accuses Iran of building missile production sites in 

Syria 

During meeting with UN chief António Guterres, Israeli PM says Iran is turning Syria into ‘base of military 
entrenchment’ 

Peter Beaumont in Jerusalem, Tuesday 29 August 2017 03.11 AEST Last modified on Tuesday 29 August 2017 07.15 AEST 

Israel’s prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, has accused Iran of building sites to produce missiles in Syria 
and Lebanon during a meeting with the UN secretary general, António Guterres – part of increasingly 
bellicose rhetoric from Israel and the US against Tehran. 
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The remarks, made by Netanyahu at the beginning of a meeting with Guterres on Monday, come against a 
background of growing Israeli anxiety over the expanding Iranian influence on its northern border. 

Netanyahu accused Iran of turning Syria into a “base of military entrenchment as part of its declared goal to 
eradicate Israel”. 

He added: “It is also building sites to produce precision-guided missiles towards that end, in both Syria and 
in Lebanon. This is something Israel cannot accept. This is something the UN should not accept.” 

Israel has pointed to Tehran’s steadily increasing influence in the region during the six-year-old Syrian 
conflict, whether via its own Revolutionary Guard forces or Shia Muslim proxies, especially Hezbollah. 

Netanyahu’s remarks follow recent comments by the fiercely pro-Israel US ambassador to the UN, Nikki 
Haley. She accused the UN peacekeeping commander in Lebanon, Maj Gen Michael Beary, of being “blind” 
to the spread of illegal arms and reiterated a call for the force to do more about it. 

“Gen Beary says there are no Hezbollah weapons,” Haley said. “That’s an embarrassing lack of understanding 
on what’s going on around him.” 

Beary pushed back at US and Israeli criticism, saying his force had no evidence of weapons being illegally 
transferred and stockpiled in the area, and that “if there was a large cache of weapons, we would know 
about it”. 

Earlier in August, Israeli media broadcast what it said were images from Israel’s Eros B satellite, showing a 
site in north-west Syria near the town of Baniyas that it claimed was intended to be a missile storage site. 

It has become clear that the Netanyahu government and senior Israeli defence officials badly misjudged the 
trajectory of the war in Syria, which Israel had hoped would turn into a quagmire for the Syrian president 
Bashar al-Assad’s key ally, Iran, and for Lebanon’s Iranian-backed Hezbollah. 

However, after the intervention of Russia on Assad’s side, the war has swung in favour of the Syrian 
president and his allies, prompting Israeli officials to become increasingly concerned by a “day after” 
scenario that would mean Iranian power being projected on to its doorstep. 

Guterres arrived in Israel on Sunday for a three-night trip. In his first official visit to the country, he is 
expected to discuss the humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip, as well as ways to promote the moribund 
peace process between Israel and Palestine. 

“I dream that I will have the chance to see in the Holy Land two states able to live together in mutual 
recognition, but also in peace and security,” Guterres said at Netanyahu’s office on Monday. 

Guterres spoke of improving economic and social conditions for Palestinians to provide them with a 
“dividend” and incentive for peace. He is due in Ramallah on Tuesday for talks with the Palestinian prime 
minister, Rami Hamdallah. 

Netanyahu’s remarks to Guterres on Iran follow his warning to the Russian president, Vladimir Putin, this 
month that Israel might be prepared to act unilaterally to prevent Tehran establishing a garrison on the 
country’s doorstep. 

Meeting Putin in the Black Sea resort of Sochi, Netanyahu said Iran – which Russian officials have said has 
had a stabilising influence in Syria – was fighting to cement an arc of influence from the Gulf to the 
Mediterranean. 

“Iran is already well on its way to controlling Iraq, Yemen and, to a large extent, is already in practice in 
control of Lebanon,” Netanyahu told Putin. 

“We cannot forget for a single minute that Iran threatens every day to annihilate Israel,” he added. “Israel 
opposes Iran’s continued entrenchment in Syria. We will be sure to defend ourselves with all means against 
this and any threat.” 
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THE GUARDIAN, 28-AUG-2017, https://www.theguardian.com/global-
development/gallery/2017/aug/28/refugees-in-palestine-our-photos-are-more-powerful-than-a-bullet-or-
gun-in-pictures  

Refugees in Palestine: 'Our photos are more powerful than a 

bullet or gun' – in pictures 

All photographs courtesy of Alrowwad Cultural and Arts Society 

Jessie McDonald, Monday 28 August 2017 18.00 AEST 

Inside a Palestinian refugee camp just outside Bethlehem, an arts centre is encouraging young 
people to express themselves through photography. Here they share their images and the 
experiences that inspired them. 

 

THE GUARDIAN, 27-AUG-2017, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/27/for-one-night-only-
gazas-first-proper-cinema-screening-in-three-decades  

For one night only: Gaza’s first proper cinema screening in 

three decades 

About 300 people attended, with men and women not segregated, to see a film about Palestinians in Israeli 
prisons 

Agence France-Presse, Sunday 27 August 2017 10.27 AESTLast modified on Sunday 27 August 2017 10.29 AEST 

Several hundred Gazans went to the cinema on Saturday for the first time in more than 30 years, albeit for 
one night only. 

The long-abandoned Samer cinema in Gaza City, the oldest in the strip but closed for decades, hosted a 
special screening of a film about Palestinians in Israeli prisons. 

About 300 people of both sexes attended, with men and women not segregated by gender and despite the 
lack of air conditioning on a hot and humid evening. 

The Islamist Hamas group has ruled Gaza for 10 years and there are currently no functioning cinemas in the 
Palestinian territory where two million people live in  

Ghada Salmi, an organiser, said the one-night showing was “symbolic” of wider efforts “to bring back the 
idea of cinema to Gaza”. 

Jawdat abu Ramadan, a member of the audience, said he wanted to see a permanent cinema in Gaza. 

“We need to live like humans, with cinemas, public spaces and parks,” he said. 

The Samer Cinema was built in 1944 but shut in the 1960s. 

The enclave’s remaining cinemas closed in the late 1980s during the first Palestinian intifada, or uprising. 

There was a fire at one cinema in 1987 which was widely thought to have been the work of Islamists who 
consider cinema ungodly. 

“The rest of the cinemas were scared to show films after that,” Salmi said. 

Ironically, according to French historian Jean-Pierre Filiu’s 2012 history of Gaza, the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
Gaza branch – from which Hamas sprang – held its founding conference at the Samer on the Islamic new 
year in 1946. 

Ten Years, the feature-length film screened on Saturday, was made in Gaza with volunteer actors and tells 
the story of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. 
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Salmi said it does not focus on the wider politics of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, instead telling a human 
story. 

Saturday’s showing went ahead with the approval of Hamas. 

Nermin Ziara, who appeared in the film, said he wanted to see a cinema open as “society needs to develop 
through films and documentaries”. 

Ziara said he did not think the Islamist rulers should or would block such moves. “I don’t think there is a 
problem with opening a cinema with Hamas as it is a place of art,” he said. “We as Palestinians need to have 
a large space for art.” 

In May, a rare festival showcased films focusing on human rights issues, with outdoor screenings at Gaza 
City’s port. 

Other films have occasionally been shown in rented halls. 

Gaza is still recovering from the last of three wars with Israel in 2014, when more than 2,000 
Palestinians were killed and much of the strip was devastated. 

Seventy-four people died on the Israeli side, most of them soldiers. 

 

THE GUARDIAN, 26-AUG-2017, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/26/nikki-haley-says-un-
commander-in-lebanon-blind-to-illegal-arms-trafficking  

Nikki Haley says UN commander in Lebanon ‘blind’ to illegal 

arms trafficking 

Maj Gen Michael Beary says Unifil has found no evidence of weapons being illegally stockpiled in the area 

Associated Press, Saturday 26 August 2017 10.58 AEST 

US ambassador Nikki Haley sharply criticised the UN peacekeeping commander in Lebanon on Friday, saying 
he is “blind” to the spread of illegal arms and reiterating a call for the force to do more about it. He says 
there is no evidence it is actually happening. 

With the peacekeeping mission up for renewal next week, the United States has been pressing to step up 
efforts to tackle what Haley describes as a “massive flow of illegal weapons” to Hezbollah-dominated 
southern Lebanon, where neighboring Israel has long complained the militant group operates with impunity. 

But the peacekeeping commander, Maj Gen Michael Beary, pushed back on US and Israeli criticism. The Irish 
general said his force has no evidence of weapons being illegally transferred and stockpiled in the area, and 
that “if there was a large cache of weapons, we would know about it”. 

But Haley said there is plenty of evidence including Hezbollah’s own boasts and Beary displayed “an 
embarrassing lack of understanding of what’s going on”. 

“He seems to be the only person in south Lebanon who is blind to what Hezbollah is doing,” she said, adding 
that his view of the situation “shows that we need to have changes” in the mission. 

Asked about her comments, UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric said the organisation has full confidence in 
Beary’s work and noted that debate over the mission would play out in the Security Council. 

UN secretary general Antonio Guterres told the council in a letter that he intends to look at ways for the 
peacekeeping force to “enhance its efforts,” but he stressed it is primarily the Lebanese military’s 
responsibility to ensure the south is free of unauthorised weapons. 

The peacekeeping mission, known as Unifil, dates to 1978. It was expanded after the 2006 war between 
Israel and Hezbollah so peacekeepers could deploy along the border with Israel to help Lebanese troops 
extend their authority into the south for the first time in decades. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/28/netanyahu-criticised-in-damning-report-on-2014-gaza-war
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/28/netanyahu-criticised-in-damning-report-on-2014-gaza-war
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/26/nikki-haley-says-un-commander-in-lebanon-blind-to-illegal-arms-trafficking
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/26/nikki-haley-says-un-commander-in-lebanon-blind-to-illegal-arms-trafficking
https://www.theguardian.com/world/lebanon
https://www.theguardian.com/world/israel


AFOPA Media Report – 31 Aug 2017  www.afopa.com.au 

Page 16 of 18 

Haley has said the US wants “significant improvements” to the force. 

“It’s time the Security Council puts teeth in the Unifil operation,” she said. “We don’t need to be giving 
terrorists a pass.” 

Discussions are ongoing, and it is not clear how keen the council will be on the US approach. Russia’s UN 
ambassador, Vassily Nebenzia, said the mandate should be renewed as is and added that other countries 
had voiced the same view during a council discussion. 

French deputy ambassador Anne Gueguen, whose country is in charge of drafting a proposed renewal, said it 
was “of paramount importance for the stability of Lebanon and the region, and in the best interest of all, 
that Unifil keeps its mandate and is in a position to fulfill it.” 

 

THE GUARDIAN, 25-AUG-2017, https://www.theguardian.com/film/2017/aug/25/barbican-accused-of-
showing-antisemitic-film-in-science-fiction-season  

Barbican accused of showing antisemitic film in science fiction 

season 

Creator of futuristic fantasy screening at arts centre says her film is a work of art and not propaganda about 
Palestine/Israel conflict 

David Batty, Friday 25 August 2017 16.00 AESTLast modified on Friday 25 August 2017 16.01 AEST 

The head of the UK’s main Jewish organisation has accused London’s Barbican arts centre of showing an 
antisemitic film, which she claims is “blatant propaganda about the Israel-Palestine conflict” masquerading 
as science fiction. 

Gillian Merron, the chief executive of the Board of Deputies, an umbrella organisation representing British 
Jews, called on the London arts centre to remove the film In the Future They Ate from the Finest Porcelain 
from the exhibition Into the Unknown: A Journey Through Science Fiction. 

The film by a Palestinian artist, Larissa Sansour, and a Danish author, Søren Lind, which combines live action, 
computer-generated imagery and historical photographs, is described in the exhibition as telling “the story 
of a fictional ‘narrative resistance’ group which attempts to implant the existence of a fictional civilisation in 
history by burying fragments of pottery in the ground”. 

In a letter to Sandeep Dwesar, the chief operating and financial officer of the Barbican, Merron wrote: 
“While the Barbican synopsis casts the film as a sci-fi feature about fictitious technologically advanced aliens 
who land in an area to implant a ‘false history’, I understand that the film is clearly filmed in Israel and that 
the dialogue is in Arabic and purports to show the ‘aliens’ seeding the land with porcelain in an effort to 
create the ‘false’ impression that they have a historical connection to it. 

Requesting its removal from the exhibition, Merron said: “It is therefore not much of a stretch to suggest 
that the film is a means by which to deny the historical Jewish connection to Israel and an exercise in 
delegitimisation. Accusing Jews of falsifying our connection to Israel smacks of antisemitism and is of grave 
concern.” 

In reply, Dwesar said: “The short film has been programmed for its poetical vision before anything else. ... 
Having spoken to the curator and the artists, the intention is that the symbolic visual language in the film 
speaks of history and tradition, yet it cannot necessarily be placed in any distinct or quantifiable time 
period.” 

But Merron said: “This is blatant propaganda, hiding behind the facade of a science fiction exhibition. It is 
deeply disappointing that an institution like the Barbican refuses to respond to the very real concerns of 
members of the community.” 
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The film, whose production was supported by Arts Council England and the Danish Arts Council, has 
previously been shown in galleries and art centres in Nottingham, Bristol, Liverpool and the Whitechapel 
Gallery in London. 

The board’s complaint came after they were alerted to the film by a member of the Jewish community who 
saw it at the Barbican. 

In a statement on her Facebook account, Sansour said she and Lind were “deeply troubled to see the 
Barbican accused ... of antisemitism for showing our film”. 

She wrote: “Although our film makes an effort to avoid direct references to Israel – in a deliberate attempt 
not to limit its implications to a singular context – the film’s symbolism, its dialogue spoken in Palestinian 
Arabic and its topic matter certainly do situate it firmly within an Israeli/Palestinian framework. And yes, 
both Soren and I strongly oppose the Israeli occupation, but we thought and hoped that we had moved 
beyond the days when criticism of the policies of the state of Israel gave rise to automated accusations of 
antisemitism. I know that these are sensitive times, but this should give us all the more reason to refrain 
from simplistic and distorting political rhetoric.” 

The artists told the Guardian they were disturbed that the Board of Deputies had approached the film as if it 
was a piece of propaganda rather than art. 

Lind said the film did not in any way suggest that Israelis had falsified their historical connection to Israel. 
The background for making the film was an interest in the relationship between myth, fiction, fact and 
history, and the narrative components at play in the formation of national identity in a region marred by 
political turmoil. 

He said: “Nobody is falsifying anything. We’re tapping into a scenario in which Palestinians are politically 
unfavoured despite international recognition. Our film is an academic endeavour based on years of research 
that draws on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict but is not exclusively about that situation. It is a sci-fi film 
exploring the power of narrative, of defining history and influencing political realities.” 
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'Archaeological miracle': Construction workers stumble upon 

sixth-century mosaic in Jerusalem 
Updated 25 Aug 2017, 10:02am 

A 1,500-year-old mosaic floor with a Greek inscription has been uncovered during works to install 
communications cables in Jerusalem's Old City — a rare discovery of an ancient relic and an historic 
document in one. 

Key points: 

 The mosaic was found among 'severely damaged' ancient remains 

 Archaeologists say the inscription dates it to AD 550/551 

 The mosaic has been removed and is being treated in a specialised workshop 
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The inscription cites sixth-century Roman emperor Justinian, under whose rule the Roman Empire finished 
converting to Christianity, as well as Constantine, who served as abbot of a church founded by Justinian in 
Jerusalem. 

Archaeologists believe it will help them to understand Justinian's building projects in the city. 

The full inscription reads: 

"The most pious Roman emperor Flavius Justinian and the most God-loving priest and abbot, 
Constantine, erected the building in which (this mosaic) sat during the 14th indiction." 

Indiction is an ancient method of counting years that was used for taxation purposes. 

Archaeologists said the inscription suggests the mosaic dated to the year AD 550/551. 

Justinian was one of the most important rulers of the Byzantine era. 

In AD 543 he established the Nea Church in Jerusalem — one of the biggest Christian churches in the eastern 
Roman Empire and the largest in Jerusalem at the time. 

The Nea Church was partially excavated in 1970, and contains an inscription similar to the newly discovered 
mosaic. 

PHOTO: The full Greek inscription reads, "In the time of our most pious emperor 

Flavius Justinian, also this entire building Constantine the most God-loving priest 
and abbot, established and raised, in the 14th indiction". (Reuters: Ronen Zvulun) 

"The fact that the inscription survived is an archaeological miracle," David 
Gellman, director of the excavation on behalf of the Israel Antiquities 
Authority, said in a statement. 

"The excavation, in a relatively small area, exposed ancient remains that 
were severely damaged by infrastructure groundwork over the last few decades. 

"We were about to close the excavation, when all of a sudden a corner of the mosaic inscription peeked out 
between the pipes and cables." 

He said every archaeologist dreams of finding an inscription, "especially one so well preserved and almost 
entirely intact". 

Researchers believe that the building of which the mosaic was once part, located beside the Old City's 
Damascus Gate, was used as a hostel for pilgrims. 

The Damascus Gate was the main northern entrance to Jerusalem for hundreds of years, Dr Gellman said, 
and the area become one of the most important and active areas of the city with the emergence of 
Christianity in the Byzantine period. 

The mosaic was discovered earlier this (northern) summer. 

Conservation experts have removed the mosaic and are treating it in a specialist workshop. 

ABC/Reuters 
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