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Hamas struck by suicide attack in Gaza for the first time 

Hazem Balousha and Loveday Morris, Published: August 18 2017 - 12:55AM 

Gaza Strip: A suicide bomber has killed a Hamas security guard in the Gaza Strip near the border with Egypt, 
the first such attack to hit the Palestinian militant group. 

Four other Hamas men were wounded in the bombing at the Rafah crossing, said Eyad al-Bozom, a 
spokesman for Gaza's Interior Ministry. He said the attacker was not affiliated with the Islamic State and was 
"ideologically deviant." 

Hamas, which has regularly used suicide bomb attacks against Israel in the past, denies that Islamic State 
militants have a presence in the area. Bozom also said Hamas was not the intended target, and insisted the 
bomber was bound for Egypt. 

The bomber and another man were stopped by Hamas and refused to surrender before the one wearing a 
suicide belt detonated it. The second man was seriously injured in the attack, he said. 

http://www.smh.com.au/world/hamas-struck-by-suicide-attack-in-gaza-for-the-first-time-20170817-gxyva9.html
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The bombing came as Hamas shifts its allegiances, distancing itself from Islamic State-affiliated fighters in 
Sinai and bolstering ties with Egypt. Cairo had accused Hamas of assisting Islamic State militants and using 
them to smuggle arms into Gaza. 

Earlier this year, Hamas agreed to a number of Egyptian demands, including better border security, in 
attempts to keep Gaza from being used as a refuge by the Islamic State militants. 

In exchange, Egypt has sent fuel for Gaza's power station and made assurances it will open the border more 
regularly. The crossing was opened for the first time in three months this week to allow residents to go on 
pilgrimage to Mecca. 

Hamas has been driven to improve relations with Egypt since the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank cut 
funding and electricity to Gaza in an attempt to force Hamas to cede control. 

The Washington Post 

This story was found at: http://www.smh.com.au/world/hamas-struck-by-suicide-attack-in-gaza-for-the-
first-time-20170817-gxyva9.html 
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Two die in Hamas,militant face-off in Gaza 

Associated Press, 10:40AM August 17, 2017 

A suicide bomber has blown himself up in Gaza when Hamas security tried to stop him from infiltrating into 
Egypt, killing one officer and wounding several more. 

The Interior Ministry says the assailant died and a companion was injured. 

Several Hamas security men were hurt and Reuters reports one of them had died of his wounds. 

The bombing early on Thursday is the first time a Palestinian has set off a suicide bomb against Hamas 
forces. 

Officials believe he was an Islamic State member. 

Hamas has long been accused by the government in neighbouring Egypt of aiding the Islamic insurgency in 
Egypt's restive North Sinai region. 

In recent months, Hamas has beefed up security along Gaza's southern border with Egypt seeking to assure 
Cairo it is fighting IS sympathisers. 
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Xenophon citizenship: do we have to explain joke? 

The Australian, 10:46AM August 15, 2017 

JOHN LYONS, Associate Editor (Digital Content), Sydney, @TheLyonsDen 

The latest manifestation of this dual-citizenship monster striking fear into our politicians — this time 
shadowing Nick Xenophon — has its origins in a throwaway line. 

It was the launch of my book Balcony Over Jerusalem in Sydney on July 27. 

I’d asked Senator Xenophon to launch it as on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict — which forms a significant part 
of the book — he is not identified with either side and is seen as genuinely open-minded. 

As part of my introduction of Senator Xenophon at the launch, I talked about the constant parade of 
politicians, journalists, editors, academics, trade union officials and student leaders who came through 
Jerusalem on “study trips” paid for by various Israeli lobby groups in Australia. 

I drew the distinction that Xenophon had visited while I was based in Jerusalem — we went to Hebron in the 
West Bank together — but, remarkably, he had paid for his own trip rather than rely on a lobby group. 

The dual citizenship issue with our federal politicians was just taking off. As we were preparing for the 
launch, I asked Xenophon did he hold any dual citizenship. 

He said no, and I told him his Greek Cypriot heritage made a joke on the issue irresistible. 

He said he had no problem about me making a joke about him having a Greek passport — he even suggested 
a couple of jokes that he might make on the subject during his launch speech. 

So as I introduced him, I said that while he was one of the only Australian politicians I knew who had paid his 
own way to Israel perhaps it was made easier because he may have travelled on his Greek passport. 

Xenophon laughed, as did many people in the room. Nobody appeared to take it seriously. 

Xenophon has publicly addressed this issue — on ABC radio he explained that he had run into the Cypriot 
High Commissioner at Adelaide airport and told her that he had never been a citizen of Cyprus and never 
wanted to be. 

He says she replied, jokingly: “We don’t want you to be a citizen of Cyprus either!” 

A few days ago, Xenophon rang to say that The Saturday Paper was running the joke as fact — 16 days after 
it had been made. 

Xenophon said that the journalist from The Saturday Paper — who had been at the launch — had emailed 
him to check whether he had actually travelled on a Greek passport but that Xenophon had missed the 
email. 

“I do get a lot of emails but maybe I need to be checking them more closely,” he said. 

He said when he finally saw the email and told The Saturday Paper the item was wrong they were horrified 
but because the paper is printed three days before it goes on sale they were unable to pull the item from the 
paper. 

They were planning to issue a correction as soon as they could — which presumably means next Saturday, 
unless they do it on their website. 

Xenophon, like all our federal politicians, needs to be questioned about any possible dual citizenship. 

But it shows the febrile climate in which we live that a throwaway line at a book launch can become the 
newest political scandal. 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/columnists/john-lyons/xenophon-citizenship-do-we-have-to-explain-joke/news-story/92065554c255068152e58b628c5621ed
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/columnists/john-lyons/xenophon-citizenship-do-we-have-to-explain-joke/news-story/92065554c255068152e58b628c5621ed
http://twitter.com/TheLyonsDen
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/arts/review/israelpalestine-conflict-in-the-sights-of-john-lyonss-middle-east-memoir/news-story/eacd01d724e74de2f95075a77e143b63
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/nick-xenophon-enters-the-dual-citizenship-mix/news-story/a6099c636d54ff602075bd41b79b0f43
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Israeli tycoon and Rio Tinto rival Beny Steinmetz detained in 

fraud probe 

RORY JONES, Dow Jones, 2:40PM August 15, 2017 

Israeli authorities detained billionaire Beny Steinmetz for questioning in a fraud probe, a police official said, 
months after the diamond magnate was taken into custody and released in connection to an international 
corruption investigation. 

In a public statement, the police said five suspects were asked about allegations of fraud, money laundering 
and creating fictitious contracts in a foreign country. The statement didn’t name any of the individuals 
questioned. A police official, however, later identified Mr Steinmetz as one of the five. 

“The police have been investigating a number of suspects on suspicions that they worked systematically with 
the main suspect to produce and present fictitious contracts and transactions, including real estate in a 
foreign country,” the statement said. The homes and offices of the suspects also were searched, it added. 

A lawyer for Mr Steinmetz couldn’t immediately be reached for comment. 

Mr Steinmetz was last taken into custody by Israeli police in December on suspicion of paying bribes in 2008 
to government officials in Guinea to secure mining rights the West African nation. He was placed under 
house arrest and released weeks later without charge. 

The overnight (AEST) arrest of Mr Steinmetz marks another dramatic turn in the saga surrounding a lucrative 
vein of iron ore in Guinea’s remote Simandou mountain range. Its green-forested hills hold some of the 
world’s largest and highest-quality deposits of the ore — a key ingredient for making steel — and have lured 
mining companies competing to exploit China’s booming need for that key ingredient for making steel. 

In 2008, Mr Steinmetz’s mining company, BSG Resources, won the rights to mine Simandou after the Guinea 
government, then led by President Lansana Conte, stripped them from British-Australian mining giant Rio 
Tinto. 

BSGR then agreed on a $US2.5 billion deal with Brazil’s state mining firm, Vale, to split development of the 
Simandou range. But in 2014, the new Guinea government rescinded BSGR’s mining rights and accused 
people connected to it of paying bribes to officials in Mr Conte’s administration. 

A representative for BSGR declined to comment. 

Rio Tinto eventually won back the Simandou rights. But it has also faced questions of corruption related to 
its activities in Guinea. 

Before Mr Steinmetz’s arrest in December, Rio dismissed two executives and turned over evidence to law-
enforcement officials after emails were made public that detailed a $US10.5 million payment the mining 
company had made to a man with close ties to Guinea’s government. 

Dow Jones Newswires 
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THE ADVERTISER (ADELAIDE), 14-AUG-2017, http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/opinion/news-
story/d64fdd373f1877f6bfbd6259058338d9 

South Australia Legislative Council vote wrongly supports 

business as usual for Israel over Palestine 

Mike Khizam, The Advertiser, August 14, 2017 2:27pm 

THE issue of Palestine has split the South Australian Parliament with the Upper House failing to adopt the 
same pro-active stance taken by the House of Assembly in June. 

A motion put by Greens MP Tammy Franks that the Australian Government should recognise Palestine as a 
state failed to pass last week, while Andrew Mclachlan’s amended motion was carried. This was a do nothing 
motion. 

Although the Upper House motion is not in agreement with the one passed in the House of Assembly, it does 
not reverse the earlier decision. 

The House of Assembly motion still stands with its call for recognition now by the Australian Government of 
the state of Palestine for the sake of peace. 

The new motion effectively supports business as usual for Israel and its fifty year occupation of the 
Palestinian territories. It only supports recognition at the end of negotiations; at the end of a currently non-
existent peace process. 

Recognition of Palestine by other states is not put forward as an alternative to negotiations. Rather, 
recognition is designed to help force the Israelis to engage in genuine negotiations and to stop activities, like 
settlement building on Palestinian land, that undermine the possibility of peace. 

Recognition by countries like Australia helps the prospects of peace by sending a strong message to Israel 
that it cannot keep whittling away at the Palestinian territories and that its military occupation cannot 
continue indefinitely. 

Our recognition of Palestine does not impose peace on Israel, it throws peace a lifeline. 

The reality is that the power disparity between Israel and the Palestinians has seen Israel impose its will on 
another people. It has been doing this for fifty years. 

Israel occupies Palestinian territories by force of arms and maintains this through fear: the fear of being 
killed; the fear of torture; the fear of detention without trial; the fear of having your home demolished; the 
fear of losing your family members, friends and livelihood. 

Palestinians are desperate for peace, for normality, for security, and for a future for their children. 

In 1948 they lost 78 per cent of their country to the new state of Israel, and were denied self- determination 
in their own homeland because they were Muslims and Christians. 

Around 750,000 people, then half of the Palestinian population were ethnically cleansed. Over twenty years 
ago the Palestinian leadership made peace with Israel and accepted the loss of 78 per cent of their country. 

Despite this the supporters of Israel are still claiming that the Palestinians must recognise Israel and all the 
while Israel takes more and more of Palestine and uses the fig leaf of the peace process to cover the theft of 
land. 

Israel’s conquest of most of Palestine 70 years ago is irreversible but Israel’s ongoing colonisation of the 
territory taken in 1967 must be stopped if we are to have a viable two state solution. Israel has 700,000 to 
800,000 Israeli settlers on Palestinian land. 

Israel must either give the Palestinians their freedom or give them the vote. 

http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/opinion/news-story/d64fdd373f1877f6bfbd6259058338d9
http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/opinion/news-story/d64fdd373f1877f6bfbd6259058338d9
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Israel is on the wrong side of history in so far as it pursues colonial expansion and constructs a new apartheid 
state in the occupied territories. 

Israel has successfully pursued a strategy of sidelining the UN, international law and its obligations under 
agreements it has signed. 

It continues to fight any sign of support for the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people including in 
Australia. We cannot just have more of the same. 

The motion passed in the House of Assembly showed that Australians are awake to what is going on. 

The motion passed in the Legislative Council only serves to tell us that we just have a little further to go, but 
not much more before this country joins the other 138 in the world who recognise Palestine. 

Mike Khizam is Executive Officer of the Australian Friends of Palestine Association 

Article in response to Eran Lerman: South Australian politicians have made right decision voting against 
unilateral recognition of Palestine, The Advertiser (Adelaide), 11-AUG-2017 

 
 
THE AUSTRALIAN – LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, 12-AUG-2017, 
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/letters/kim-jongun-is-not-crazy-he-is-shrewd-and-
manipulative/news-story/ac3b1b0cc524764ffea15a9f8088f271  

Honesty on Middle East 

There is the good, the bad and the ugly in the Middle East. The Six-Day War reportage on its 50th 
anniversary year 2017 has been skewed, or was until the publication of the penetrating book Balcony over 
Jerusalem by John Lyons. This book is the first in years to give a mention of substance to what happened on 
the fourth day when Israeli forces killed 34 US sailors on the USS Liberty, quickly apologised and paid 
reparations. Israel downplayed the saga while the US mounted a huge cover up, all exposed by the quotes 
Lyons has dug out, especially from Adlai Stevenson. 

Aligned spokesmen for Middle East countries will always skip over the ugly as they promote their country’s 
perceived interests. Lyons details how parts of the honest debate on such issues as West Bank occupation in 
Israel are shut out of debate here in the Australian media and public domain. It is a subject that needs to be 
tackled for the truth to come out on the many complexities of the Middle East. It must be told without 
filters, shutters and threats. 

Tim Fischer, Mudgegonga, Vic 

 
  

http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/opinion/news-story/afe57c74ddbb65a099461545be829497
http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/opinion/news-story/afe57c74ddbb65a099461545be829497
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/letters/kim-jongun-is-not-crazy-he-is-shrewd-and-manipulative/news-story/ac3b1b0cc524764ffea15a9f8088f271
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/letters/kim-jongun-is-not-crazy-he-is-shrewd-and-manipulative/news-story/ac3b1b0cc524764ffea15a9f8088f271


AFOPA Media Report – 18 Aug 2017  www.afopa.com.au 

Page 7 of 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE GUARDIAN, 18-AUG-2017, https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/belief/2017/aug/17/why-
americas-antisemites-can-hate-jews-but-still-claim-to-admire-israel  

Why America’s antisemites can hate Jews but still claim to 

admire Israel 

Giles Fraser, Friday 18 August 2017 03.23 AESTLast modified on Friday 18 August 2017 07.00 AEST 

If Israel’s PM has trouble denouncing US neo-nazism, it’s possibly because the far right of both countries 
support the concept of a secure homeland based on race 

My mother-in-law has just arrived from Israel for her summer holiday. First she coos over her grandchild. 
Then we sit on the floor and unwrap the beautiful pots and cups that she has made for us. We chat about 
how things are in Tel Aviv – the people, the weather, new restaurants. Soon enough we turn to politics. Here 
the mood changes. Great place, Israel. Terrible politics. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu staged a rally of his supporters last week. In the face of mounting 
accusations of corruption, he hit back at the media and the liberal elite who he says want to unseat 
him. “Fake news,” he called it. Such are the similarities between Netanyahu and Donald Trump, it is hard to 
know who is copying whom. Netanyahu deliberately plays up the connection. Which is why events in 
Charlottesville, and Trump’s half-hearted condemnations of US fascism, have given Israel’s PM a political 
headache. Condemn Trump and he risks alienating his political soulmate. Not condemn Trump and he looks 
like being soft on neo-nazism. 

Most Israeli politicians got it right. Reacting to Trump’s “there are two sides to every story” line, Yair Lapid 
insisted: “There are no two sides. When neo-Nazis march in Charlottesville with antisemitic slogans against 
Jews and for white supremacy, the denouncement is unequivocal.” But Netanyahu took three days to come 
up with a condemnation of neo-nazism, slipped out in an English-language tweet. Should it really have been 
so difficult for an Israeli PM to condemn nazism? 

A problem for the Israeli right is that there are quite a few, especially on the outer fringes of rightwing 
politics in the US, who don’t much care for Jews, but purport to admire and support Israel because of its 
commitment to maintaining a particular racial majority within its borders. 

Speaking on Israel’s Channel 2 News on Wednesday, the alt-right’s Richard Spencer, one of the leaders of the 
Charlottesville rally, gave an astonishing example of this “antisemites for Israel” philosophy. “Jews are vastly 
over-represented in what you would call ‘the establishment’ and white people are being dispossessed from 
this country,” he said of the US. Yet he continued: “An Israeli citizen, someone who has a sense of 
nationhood and peoplehood, and the history and experience of the Jewish people, you should respect 
someone like me who has analogue feelings about whites. You could say I am a white Zionist – in the sense 
that I care about my people, I want us to have a secure homeland for us and ourselves. Just like you want a 
secure homeland in Israel.” 

This is staggering stuff. Richard Spencer is the man who chanted “Heil Trump” during a Washington rally. His 
followers responded with the Nazi salute. Praise from a man mired in the worst sort of antisemitism should 
prompt soul-searching on the right of Israel’s political establishment. These are not admirers that they 
should want. 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/belief/2017/aug/17/why-americas-antisemites-can-hate-jews-but-still-claim-to-admire-israel
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/belief/2017/aug/17/why-americas-antisemites-can-hate-jews-but-still-claim-to-admire-israel
https://www.theguardian.com/world/israel
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-08-09/netanyahu-slams-israeli-media-as-fake-news-in-defiant-speech
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/12/charlottesville-far-right-crowd-with-torches-encircles-counter-protest-group
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/12/charlottesville-far-right-crowd-with-torches-encircles-counter-protest-group
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/aug/14/donald-trump-charlottesville-response-washington
http://www.timesofisrael.com/israeli-politicians-reject-trump-claim-of-two-sides-to-virginia-hate-march/
http://www.timesofisrael.com/israeli-politicians-reject-trump-claim-of-two-sides-to-virginia-hate-march/
http://www.haaretz.com/world-news/u-s-election-2016/1.731381
http://www.jta.org/2016/12/04/news-opinion/united-states/far-rightist-richard-spencer-heil-trump-at-supremacist-event-was-fun-exuberance
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More shocking, some concede that Spencer and his like have reason to find common cause with some of 
Israel’s outer political fringes. As the former PM Ehud Barak said of Charlottesville: “You can’t say you don’t 
see things here that bear a certain similarity – when you look at the Lehava demonstrations or La Familia 
activity, or the ranting against journalists covering Netanyahu investigations.” 

Lehava is an acronym of the Hebrew for “Prevention of Assimilation in the Holy Land”. It is especially against 
mixed marriages (like mine) between Israeli Jews and non-Jews. And it also wants to rid Israel of Christianity. 
La Familia are fans of the Beitar Jerusalem football team. A few months ago I went to see them playing an 
Israeli Arab team from Galilee, Bnei Sakhnin – though the Sakhnin fans were not allowed into the ground. 
My remedial Hebrew was not enough to make out what they were singing to the rows of empty seats 
opposite. “We are going to burn your village down,” was how my friend translated it. 

Barak is right, the parallels with Charlottesville are sometimes difficult to avoid. And the problem 
everywhere with these outer fringes is that they are getting less and less outer. Frightening, isn’t it? 

 
THE GUARDIAN, 14-AUG-2017, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/14/israeli-diamond-tycoon-
beny-steinmetz-arrested-fraud-investigation  

Diamond tycoon Beny Steinmetz detained in fraud inquiry 

Detention of six people after series of raids by Israeli police follows allegations of forgery and money 
laundering 

Ian Cobain 

Monday 14 August 2017 23.13 AEST Last modified on Tuesday 15 August 2017 07.00 AEST 

One of the world’s wealthiest men has been detained after appearing in court in Israel during a police 
investigation into allegations of fraud, forgery and money laundering. 

Beny Steinmetz was remanded for four days after being detained and questioned along with five other 
prominent businessmen who are also under investigation. 

The diamond miner was detained last December and placed under house arrest while police investigated 
allegations that he had arranged for bribes to be paid so that his company, Beny Steinmetz Group Resources 
(BSGR), could secure half the rights to a lucrative iron ore deposit in the west African country of Guinea. 

The latest police investigation is understood to concern allegations that contracts were forged in order to 
move and launder money. 

Appearing in court in the city of Rishon LeZion, Steinmetz complained that he was the victim of a “political 
war” that he claimed was being financed by the investor and philanthropist George Soros. 

Steinmetz was remanded in custody after the senior investigating officer, Avshalom Ahrak, told the court 
that police feared the tycoon would interfere with their investigation if he was released. 

A spokesman for BSGR had no comment to make. 

The other suspects include David Granot, the chief executive of the Israeli telecoms corporation Bezeq, and 
Tal Silberstein, a former consultant to the former Israeli premier Ehud Barak and to the Austrian chancellor, 
Christian Kern. 

When arrested last December, Steinmetz was placed under house arrest while police investigated 
allegations that he had arranged for bribes to be paid so that BSGR could secure half the rights to a the iron 
ore deposit in Guinea. 

Steinmetz was also obliged to surrender his Israeli and French passports, and he was told that he could not 
leave Israel for 180 days.  

The deal has been under investigation in the US, Switzerland and Guinea, as well as Israel. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/christianity
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/14/israeli-diamond-tycoon-beny-steinmetz-arrested-fraud-investigation
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/14/israeli-diamond-tycoon-beny-steinmetz-arrested-fraud-investigation
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/dec/20/israel-beny-steinmetz-guinea-iron-ore-rights
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2014/dec/12/theresa-may-sfo-guinea-diamond-miner-beny-steinmetz
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Steinmetz and BSGR claim to have won the right to extract iron ore in Guinea in return for a pledge to invest 
$165m (£127m) in an exploration programme in the Simandou region of the country in 2008. The company 
announced 18 months later that it had sold half its stake for $2.5bn. 

Israeli authorities investigated the claim that Steinmetz, along with a number of other Israelis, acquired the 
asset by paying tens of millions of dollars in bribes to senior public officials in Guinea. Steinmetz and BSGR 
deny the allegation, which they say concerns an “obsolete” matter. 

On Monday, Israeli police issued a statement that said those detained were suspected of having “acted 
together and methodically with the prime suspect in order to create and present fictitious contracts and 
deals ... on a foreign country in order to transfer funds and launder money”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ABC NEWS, 15-AUG-2017, http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-14/west-bank-crackdown-as-law-jails-
palestinian-authority-critics/8805810  

West Bank freedom crackdown as new law jails Palestinian 

Authority critics 

By Middle East correspondent Sophie McNeill, wires; Updated Tue 15 August 2017 at 7:40pm 

Affaf Jaqarna's husband Mamdouh never came home from work last Tuesday. 

Key points: 

 Five journalists have been arrested since the decree was passed 

 The decree targets freedom of expression on social media 

 Critics say the edict lets the Palestinian Authority jail almost anyone 

"Until this moment we have not heard anything about him," Ms Jaqarana told the ABC. 

"He was arrested from his studio where he was working in the town of Housan. All we know is that his 
detention was extended for another five days and that he has started a hunger strike," she said. 

Thirty-three-year-old father Mamdouh Hamamreh, who works with the Hamas-affiliated Al Quds Television, 
is one of five journalists arrested by Palestinian security forces in the past seven days. 

They are being held under a new and vaguely worded decree handed down by Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas targeting freedom of expression on social media and news websites. 

Separately, four other journalists were called for questioning about social media posts critical of government 
policy. 

The Government has insisted the new law on "electronic crimes" closes legal loopholes that in the past 
allowed offenders, such as hackers, to go unpunished. 

But critics have said the edict essentially allows the Palestinian Authority government to jail anyone on 
charges of harming "national unity" or the "social fabric". 

'They haven't committed any crimes' 

"My husband and a group of journalists were detained based on a political dispute," Affaf Jaqarna said. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-14/west-bank-crackdown-as-law-jails-palestinian-authority-critics/8805810
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-14/west-bank-crackdown-as-law-jails-palestinian-authority-critics/8805810
http://www.abc.net.au/news/sophie-mcneill/4516794
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"They haven't committed any crimes. My husband is a journalist and a journalist should be free to write 
without restrictions and express himself freely." 

Ms Jaqarna has accused President Abbas of abusing his rule. 

"I don't feel safe here under this current authority," she said. 

"These security forces should be there to protect us not to arrest us." 

Shawan Jabarin, director of the Palestinian Human Rights group al-Haq, said the law was so vague it was 
easy for it to be misused by the Palestinian Authority. 

"Anyone can use it politically," Mr Jabarin told the ABC. 

"They are trying now to copy bad laws in Arab countries around us. And trying to make a copy here in 
Palestine." 

Mr Jabarin said President Abbas and the Palestinian Authority had been slowly stifling freedoms in the West 
Bank, including arbitrary arrests of political opponents, mistreatment in detention and cracking down on 
peaceful protests. 

"Every day there is a new thing and the main common thing between all these new laws is more authority in 
their hands," Mr Jabarin said. 

"And now we fear that the security is controlling everything and intervening in everything." 

Most Palestinians want ageing leader out 

President Abbas is 82 years old and in increasingly bad health. 

He is now 12 years into what was supposed to be a four-year term, and recent polls show that two thirds of 
Palestinians want him to resign. 

"This latest crackdown is an escalation of a pattern Abbas started a couple of years ago," Grant Rumley — a 
research fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies in Washington, and co-author of a new 
biography of Mr Abbas — said. 

Mr Rumley said consecutive US administrations had been largely silent about the leader's growing 
authoritarian rule. 

"It's really something where the Obama administration did not condemn it or condemns him when he did it 
and the Trump administration does not condemn him when he does it," Mr Rumley said. 

The author said this silence gave Mr Abbas a tacit "green light" to consolidate his grip on power. 

"If there is not going to be any serious pushback from outside actors, namely the US, then he has the go 
ahead to go out there and constrict those who try to criticise him," he said. 

"I think this solidifies the gap between Palestinians and their leadership and hardens their view that Abbas 
doesn't really have their best interests at heart. 

"I think this limits their appetite for dissent and ultimately it creates a sort of police state." 

ABC/wires 
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