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Media-bashing Netanyahu follows Trump’s lead 

The Australian, 12:00AM August 12, 2017 

Addressing his nationalist base, a beleaguered leader accuses the media of obsessively promoting a liberal 
agenda, conducting a “witch hunt against me and my family” and trying to overturn unpalatable electoral 
outcomes through sinister legal machinations. 

This may sound like US President Donald Trump. But this time it is Israel’s Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Netanyahu has always had a thorny relationship with Israel’s prominent media outlets, which are generally 
more open to peace-seeking concessions to the Palestinians than the Prime Minister’s nationalist Likud 
party. But his comments at a Likud rally on Wednesday evening — days after police revealed he is a suspect 
in several corruption cases — were an escalation that could have been lifted directly from Trump’s playbook. 
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With hundreds of adoring supporters cheering wildly, Netanyahu launched into a tirade, accusing the media 
and political opposition of conspiring to topple him when he cannot be defeated at the ballot box. He 
carefully avoided any mention of the police and prosecutors who are conducting the actual investigation. 

“The thought police in the media work full-time to set the agenda, and woe to anyone who veers away from 
it,” said Netanyahu. “We know that the left and the media — and we know that it’s the same thing — is on 
an obsessive witch hunt against me and my family with the goal of achieving a coup against the 
government.” 

Trump’s White House has engaged in an extraordinarily combative relationship with the media, restricted 
access to certain briefings and, for a while, blocked video from the daily press briefings. 

Netanyahu has employed some similar tactics. He rarely gives interviews or holds press conferences, 
preferring photo opportunities, handout videos or statements delivered on Facebook and WhatsApp. His 
government is pushing to close Al Jazeera, accusing it of incitement. And like Trump, Netanyahu has feuded 
with TV journalists. When Trump visited Israel in May, Netanyahu and his wife Sara commiserated with 
Trump and his wife Melania about the perceived unfairness of the media. 

The situation is not clear cut. Just as Trump has the support of some right-leaning newspapers, and 
conservative radio and TV outlets, there are equivalents in Israel, including newspapers and websites allied 
with the religious and nationalist camps that support Likud. One newspaper, Israel Hayom, was founded by 
Netanyahu’s billionaire supporter Sheldon Adelson and often serves as a mouthpiece for the Prime Minister. 

When Netanyahu attacks the media, he is referring to Israel’s venerable established publications and the 
main private broadcast channels. The main bogeyman for his supporters is probably the 
liberal Haaretz newspaper, whose editorial line backs a liberal world order, and it supports far-reaching 
efforts to reach a deal establishing a Palestinian state and ending Israel’s occupation of the West Bank. 

Part of the equation may relate to societal divisions. As in other countries, Israeli journalists 
disproportionately hail from parts of society — more secular, more educated, more urban and attuned to 
other cultures. Netanyahu’s base is heavily populated with Israel’s less-privileged: Jews of Middle Eastern 
descent living in poorer provincial towns alienated from the European-descended “elites”. Netanyahu’s 
version of “draining the swamp” — one of Trump’s campaign touchstones — is “changing the elites”. 

Netanyahu’s background — the secular, European-descended, American-educated millionaire son of a 
professor — seems to bother his base no more than Trump’s wealth and Ivy League background disturbs his 
voters in rural America and the rust belt. It has all added up to an effective “us versus them” approach that 
has repeatedly worked for Netanyahu throughout his three-decade career. But the media had nothing to do 
with the investigations into possible bribery and fraud by the Prime Minister. The scandals were 
compounded last week with the news a longtime Netanyahu aid, Ari Harow, had agreed to testify against his 
former boss. 

Eytan Gilboa, a professor of communications and politics at Bar Ilan University, said Netanyahu knows it 
would be crossing a line to go after police or prosecutors. Instead, he hopes the public attacks on the media 
will somehow pressure prosecutors to back down. 

“The left has no connection to the criminal investigations that are gaining momentum against Benjamin 
Netanyahu. The media is also playing third fiddle in this story. The people running the investigations are 
public officials whom Netanyahu himself appointed,” wrote Ben Caspit in the Maariv daily. “The thing that is 
toppling Netanyahu is his behaviour throughout the years.” 

AP 
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Man Booker winner David Grossman lays Israel’s soul bare 

AGNES NIEUWENHUIZEN, The Australian, 12:00AM August 12, 2017 

Don’t miss David Grossman’s A Horse Walks into a Bar, a novel that offers profound insights into the soul of 
a nation and of one of its hapless citizens, and a testament to the art of storytelling and literary translation. 

“Is it the translator’s job to send a reader abroad and preserve the foreignness of the book, or to adhere 
more closely to the sensibilities and particularities of the language it’s being translated into?” This question 
was put to Spanish translator Megan McDowell in an interview with The Paris Review after her translation of 
Argentinian writer Samanta Schweblin’s Fever Dream became a finalist for this year’s Man Booker 
International Prize. 

The winner of the prize was Grossman’s A Horse Walks into a Bar, translated from the Hebrew by American 
translator Jessica Cohen. Grossman’s extraordinary book is presented in colloquial American (“I get creeped 
out”) while absolutely maintaining its Israeli sensibilities and foreignness. This is clearly the mark of a fine 
translator. 

Cohen’s greatest achievements are capturing and maintaining the wild variations and digressions in the 
voice of its disintegrating, confessional stand-up comic and the shifting dynamics of a restive audience 
throughout a manic two-hour performance. 

Cohen has translated Grossman before, notably To the End of the Land, as well as works by other leading 
Israeli writers. Grossman is one of Israel’s great writers and this is his 11th book. He is translated into more 
than 30 languages and sessions were run with him for some of the translators of this new novel. 

Unlike in Australia, where readers may barely be aware they are reading a translation, and the art and craft 
of translation are rarely celebrated or even acknowledged (there is only one significant, but seldom noted, 
translation prize in Australia), increasing attention is being paid elsewhere, even in Anglosphere countries, to 
translated works, both fiction and nonfiction. 

The Man Booker International Prize, instituted in 2004, makes a significant contribution to the promotion of 
world literature. It was initially awarded biennially to a body of work by a living author available in English 
translation. It rewarded one author’s “continued creativity, development and overall contribution to fiction 
on the world stage”. 

Since last year, the award has been given annually to a single book in English translation and the £50,000 
($82,200) prize is shared equally between author and translator. Last year’s winner was another haunting 
and visceral masterpiece, The Vegetarian, by South Korean writer Han Kang, translated by Deborah Smith. 
Kang’s new book, also translated by Smith, is Human Acts. Of A Horse Walks into a Bar, Nick Barely, 
chairman of the 2017 judging panel, said: “David Grossman has attempted an ambitious high-wire act of a 
novel, and he’s pulled it off spectacularly.” 

“High-wire” is an apt phrase here as the whole of Grossman’s tale comprises a last-ditch stand-up 
performance by the clapped-out Dovaleh Greenstein, Dov or Dovaleh G for short. The initials DG are not 
accidental or irrelevant. Supposedly for his 57th birthday, emaciated Dov, who is possibly dying of cancer, 
puts on a performance in a run-down venue in the second-tier town of Netanya. 

He has invited (coerced) two significant childhood friends he has not seen for some 40 years. The main one is 
an embittered and sad widower, retired magistrate Lazar, who is our narrator. The other is a very small 
woman, Azulai. Assorted locals drift in and out. They expect jokes, want to laugh and forget their daily lives. 
An interjection: “Seriously people, we came for some laughs and this guy’s giving us a Holocaust memorial 
day. And he’s making jokes about the Holocaust!” 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/arts/review/man-booker-winner-david-grossman-lays-israels-soul-bare/news-story/944717132d1656615061c44cf3a61231
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/arts/review/man-booker-winner-david-grossman-lays-israels-soul-bare/news-story/944717132d1656615061c44cf3a61231


AFOPA Media Report – 12 Aug 2017  www.afopa.com.au 

Page 4 of 6 

They applaud, jeer, eat, drink, scuffle and shuffle as Dov painfully and in brilliantly timed bursts produces 
anecdotes and jokes, many racist and cruel, in between his main game, which is to recount his grim life story 
— but above all, for the first time, to tell of a horrific, defining event when he was 14. 

An only child, eccentric Dov was mercilessly bullied and when situations became unbearable he’d flip himself 
over, walk on his hands and so hide in plain sight. At key points, Grossman pulls such startling images out of 
his writer’s hat. Dov’s obsessive father, a barber and inveterate wheeler and dealer, loves him, teaches him 
many things but also beats him. His fragile, unstable mother works in a munitions factory. The shadow of the 
Holocaust and Josef Mengele’s experiments looms large. 

Dov has a special bond with his mother and unbeknown to his father regularly entertains her at home with 
costumed performances, good training for his future. Then at 14 Dov is sent to a holiday camp and while 
there is suddenly extracted and rushed home for ‘‘a funeral’’. He never asks and, over the harrowing four-
hour journey, is never told whose funeral it is. This is the story Dov needs to tell and he needs Lazar, who 
was also at the camp but not involved in the events, to bear witness to his burden of grief and guilt, 
including the “loss” of several wives and children. 

The telling and the reading can feel excruciating but, like Lazar and some of the audience, we are compelled 
to hear Dov out. Grossman, along with Amos Oz and AB Yehoshua, has been a long-time critic of Israel’s 
policies regarding Palestine and settlements. He has little time for Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel’s Prime 
Minister, who considers Grossman ‘‘disloyal’’ and won’t allow him to receive any grants. 

Grossman believes Netanyahu exploits fear in the people. The subtle, complex and fraught undercurrents of 
Arab Israeli politics, which sizzle beneath and inform Dov’s tale and performance, are also brilliantly 
conveyed by Grossman and Cohen. 

A Horse Walks into a Bar has been described as “a parable about the loss of parents and the loss of a 
nation”. Prowling across the stage, Dov’s pain and rage are palpable. The core of his authority is his curious, 
compelling bond with his audience. One punter yells: “Let him tell his story.” He does and we listen. 

Agnes Nieuwenhuizen is a writer and critic with an interest in literary translation. 

A Horse Walks into a Bar, By David Grossman, Translated by Jessica Cohen, Vintage, 198pp, $22.99 
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Labor MP takes out full-page ad to reassure Jewish voters 

The Australian, 12:00AM August 11, 2017 

RACHEL BAXENDALE, Reporter, Canberra, @rachelbaxendale 

Victorian Labor MP Michael Danby has sought to reassure the Jewish community his divided party still 
supports Israel by taking out a full-page, taxpayer-funded colour advertisement in the Australian Jewish 
News. 

The advertisement was published yesterday after the NSW branch of the Labor Party passed a motion last 
month urging “unconditional” recognition of Palestine by the next federal ALP government. 

The move was seen as a win by pro-Palestine former NSW premier Bob Carr, but Jewish leaders have 
downplayed the significance of the change to Labor’s longstanding position, highlighting the inclusion of a 
paragraph saying the NSW ALP “supports the recognition and right of Israel and Palestine to exist within sec-
ure and recognised borders”. 

The Australian can reveal that the advertisement follows a meeting between Bill Shorten and the NSW 
Jewish Board of Deputies in the lead-up to last month’s conference during which he sought to reassure them 
that the Labor Party still supported Israel. 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/labor-mp-takes-out-fullpage-ad-to-reassure-jewish-voters/news-story/576f7fa73d040194937c4f952f79a6c2
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Mr Danby’s advertisement features quotes from him, the Opposition Leader, foreign affairs spokeswoman 
Penny Wong, education spokeswoman Tanya Plibersek, legal affairs spokesman Mark Dreyfus and Labor MP 
Mike Kelly. 

The quotes appear under a banner headline: “Despite what some may say, this is what federal Labor really 
has to say about Israel. Labor stands with Israel.” 

Senator Wong is quoted as saying: “Labor supports an enduring and just two-state solution to the Israeli 
Palestinian conflict, based on the right of Israel to live in peace within secure borders.” 

Mr Shorten is quoted as saying: “(There are) legitimate aspirations of Palestinians to have their own state 
and I do support that, but also the legitimate aspirations of people of Israel to live in secure borders.” 

The Australian Jewish News charges $3090 for a full-page ad, with a discount for advertising in both the 
Sydney and Melbourne editions, as Mr Danby did, meaning his spend would have been up to $6000, half of 
which paid for advertising to an audience hundreds of kilometres from his electorate of Melbourne Ports. 

Victorian Liberal senator James Paterson said Mr Danby, who is Jewish, was entitled to spend his office 
advertising budget as he saw fit “but no $6000 ad can change the fact that every time the Labor Party has a 
conference, Labor members vote to move Labor policy further and further away from Israel”. 

Neither Mr Danby nor Mr Shorten responded to a request for comment. 

Senator Wong said she had not been consulted about having her image and words used in the 
advertisement “nor would I expect to be. My words are longstanding Labor policy,” she said. 

 
THE ADVERTISER (ADELAIDE), 11-AUG-2017, http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/opinion/news-
story/afe57c74ddbb65a099461545be829497 

Eran Lerman: South Australian politicians have made right 

decision voting against unilateral recognition of Palestine 

Eran Lerman, The Advertiser, August 11, 2017 10:06am 

THE South Australian Legislative Council passed a motion calling for a two-state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict to be achieved at the negotiating table, reversing an earlier House of Assembly position 
which had suggested unilateral recognition of Palestine. 

This new motion was a positive step — good for peace, good for the Palestinians (even if some of their 
fanatical supporters think they are doing them a favour by pushing for a non-negotiated outcome) and good 
for South Australia in particular and for the country at large. 

Good for peace, because the extremely complex issues at stake can only be settled at the negotiating table. 

The sheer scope of what is to be decided in any peace deal is staggering: security measures, borders, 
Jerusalem, responding to the needs of people from both sides — Arabs and Jews — who became refugees 
due to the conflict, economic co-operation, water, and much more. 

To presume that any of this can be resolved away from the negotiating table is to undermine any prospects 
of peace. 

Good for the Palestinians, because the fantasy that peace can be imposed, and there is a “Better Alternative 
to a Negotiated Agreement” (in the language now used in negotiations theory) is a dangerous delusion. 

Those who feed it are selling the Palestinian people a dangerous hallucinogenic drug. 

Keeping them away from a negotiated solution — from the Zone of Possible Agreement, or ZOPA for short 
— is ultimately harmful to their future, insofar as it locks them into the prospect of perpetual conflict, rather 
than lead them toward improving their situation through purposeful negotiations. 

http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/opinion/news-story/afe57c74ddbb65a099461545be829497
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Good for South Australia, for Australia and other like minded nations generally — because anyone attentive 
to the details of what has actually been happening in international affairs recently knows that, contrary to 
some assertions by Bob Carr and others, to take an anti-Israeli position now is to go against the arc of 
history, not with it. 

African leaders; Israel’s Mediterranean allies, Greece and Cyprus; Prime Minister Modi of India; President 
Macron of France; the leaders of the East European Visegrad Group — Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia 
and Hungary; Vietnam and the Philippines; Putin in Moscow; not to mention Americans on both sides of the 
political divide — all attest to Israel’s growing importance as a friend and ally. 

Even in the Arab world, countries once loud in their opposition are now learning to benefit from better 
relations with Israel. 

Insofar as there is a role for Australians to play — given that the original lower house resolution should never 
have been brought forward in the first place — it is by avoiding the traps set by anti-Israeli propagandists 
and by adopting a firm position in support of closer co-operation and a negotiated peace. 

Dr Eran Lerman is former Deputy National Security Adviser to Israel’s Prime Minister and is currently Senior 
Associate at the Begin-Sadat Centre (BESA) for Strategic Studies 
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Netanyahu accuses left-wing of trying to overthrow him 

VIDEO Posted 11 August 2017 at 23:33; Expires: Saturday 11 August 2018 12:03am 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has lashed out at his country's political left-wing and the media, 
accusing them of trying to overthrow him. 

Eran Lerman is a former foreign policy advisor to the Israeli Prime Minister. 
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