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Upper House backs change from Liberal MP Andrew 

McLachlan in Israel-Palestine debate, calls for new state only 

after striking peace deal 

Daniel Wills, State Political Editor, The Advertiser, August 10, 2017 11:14am 

Opinion: SA push to recongise Palestine will do more harm than good 

Opinion: Why SA Upper House must vote yes for State of Palestine 

SOUTH Australia’s Upper House has rejected a push to immediately recognise a Palestinian state, 
after a last-minute change of heart from Nick Xenophon Team MP John Darley. 

SA’s Lower House became the first jurisdiction in the nation to call for the recognition of a 
Palestinian state, as Labor used its number to force through a motion on Budget day. 
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It called for the Federal Government to “recognise the state of Palestine, as we have recognised the 
state of Israel, and announce the conditions and timelines to achieve such recognition”. 

It comes amid a broader push within Labor to soften the party’s national platform’s longstanding 
support for Israel. 

Opponents of the SA motion say it fails to require important concessions from Palestine, including 
ending programs such as pensions paid to families of suicide bombers. 

The Upper House on Wednesday night instead passed an amended motion penned by Liberal MP 
Andrew McLachlan that calls for recognition of Palestine only after the two sides negotiate a peace 
deal. 

Mr Darley became the key swing vote, backing Mr McLachlan’s amendment after earlier indicating 
he would support the Labor-Green position of rapid Palestinian recognition. 

The SA debate comes amid a new outbreak of violence in the Middle East, triggered by the deaths of 
three terrorists who killed two Israeli policeman the Temple Mount holy site. 

Mr Darley said the motion passed by the Upper House was the best way to encourage peace. 

“I want to make it clear that my support (for the Labor-Greens motion) would have been in support 
of the people of Palestine,” he said. 

“I am troubled supporting the Palestinian authorities. 

“No matter who I speak to, the overwhelming desire is for peace in the region. 

“There has been enough bloodshed and ... I hope there is a resolution soon.” 

He said Mr McLachlan’s wording was “much more measured” than the Labor-Green proposal. 

Greens MP Mark Parnell said “provincial parliaments like SA” had a role in global debates. 

“I think it is actually incumbent on us, even though we are not in the Middle East and many of us 
have never been and may never go though we might know some people who are from there, to pay 
attention,” he said. 

“I think there is no doubt about the culpability of Israel in relation to the blockade of Gaza, in 
relation to the wall, in relation to the illegal settlements. 

“That is not to say that people on the other side come with clean hands either, but ultimately there is 
a power imbalance, and the power is overwhelmingly on the side of Israel, and they have not 
exercised that power properly.” 

Australian Conservatives MP Dennis Hood said he was perplexed that members of the SA Upper 
House thought they had the expertise or need to deal with a complex matter of foreign policy. 

“The Israeli-Palestine conflict has been ongoing for over half a century,” he said. 

“Numerous attempts to achieve long-term peace between the Israelis and Palestinians have failed. 

“Peace requires both the Palestinians and the Israelis to negotiate in good faith. 

“Hamas from its very inception has resorted to appalling acts of violence and even terrorism in 
pursuit of totally wiping Israel from existence. The military wing of the same Hamas that governs 
the Gaza Strip is listed by many nations, including Australia, as a terrorist organisation.” 

“I am an optimist and I believe peace is possible in this region. I think there is a groundswell of 
movement within Palestine itself to impact on their leadership.” 

Mr McLachlan told Parliament that Labor threatened a national consensus on the conflict. 

“In the land of questionable regimes that are often founded on intolerance, Israel has a vibrant 
democracy that operates under rule of law and is innovative and prosperous,” he said. 

“For Israel to have the security, it needs a viable Palestinian state, a Palestinian state that recognises 
Israel and rejects violence against the Jewish people. 
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“In my own lifetime, I dream of seeing a state of Palestine working cooperatively and collaboratively 
with its neighbour.” 

“Palestinians of all factions must reject violence.” 
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Penny Wong arguing against democracy, Julie Bishop says 

The Australian, 12:03PM August 9, 2017 

PRIMROSE RIORDAN, Political reporter, Canberra, @primroseriordan 

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop has savaged the new foreign policy path offered up by Labor Senator Penny 
Wong as being akin to “student activism” and accused her of arguing against democratic vales. 

As Labor’s foreign affairs spokeswoman, Senator Wong accused the Coalition of allowing relations with 
China, Japan and the ASEAN bloc to ‘drift’ on Tuesday and said the government 

foreign policy lacked an overall narrative as she laid out Labor’s plans for her portfolio. 

“We are now seeing geo-economic power, such as China is amassing, diverging from the geo-strategic power 
that has defined the global role of the US for the past seventy years,” Senator Wong said at an Australian 
National University event on Tuesday. 

“The lack of any kind of narrative sees our relationships with China, Japan and ASEAN drifting at a time when 
purpose and clarity of direction are essential. Without a plan for these key relationships and a better road 
map in Asia, Australia will not be able to manage the disruption currently facing contemporary international 
relationships.” 

Senator Wong slammed Ms Bishop for being “nostalgic” in a speech in Singapore earlier this year where the 
foreign minister warned China it will never reach its full potential unless it embraces democracy and called 
on the US to increase engagement in the Asia-Pacific. 

In a statement to The Australian, Ms Bishop said Senator Wong had essentially argued “against a 
commitment to democracy” in criticising her speech in Singapore. 

“Senator Wong is hopelessly confused in her various and often contradictory statements on foreign policy.” 

Senator Wong laid out four aims for Labor’s approach to foreign policy if it were to win office. 

She said Labor would display more “vigour” in negotiating international agreements to address climate 
change, develop policies to manage relations with China and the US respectively and would boost foreign 
aid. 

“We need a China policy that begins with what China actually is, rather than through the lens of risk 
management,” Senator Wong said. 

Ms Bishop said the speech amounted to “sloganeering” and would not advance Australia’s interests. 

“Labor’s grandstanding and sloganeering is a throwback to bygone eras and more suited to student activism 
than advancing the national interests of our nation.” 

Ms Bishop defended her tenure as foreign minister and argued that Australia’s influence and role in our 
region has “never been higher”. 

She said while Labor was “riven with internal conflicts” on China, the South China Sea and Israel, her 
leadership has “focused on deep and substantive engagement with allies and partners”. 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/foreign-affairs/penny-wong-arguing-against-democracy-julie-bishop-says/news-story/8926de3998175b653f3567d4b22b3f7b
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Last night, Former Prime Minister John Howard defended the government’s decisions to criticise China at 
times, such as the recent statement on the South China Sea issued in conjunction with Japan and the United 
States on Monday. 

“Countries that have sound relationships have a capacity occasionally to disagree and to speak frankly to 
each other and that is certainly an element of our relationship with China,” Mr Howard said. 

Mr Howard was asked about Senator Wong’s statement that the Coalition only saw China in terms of “risk 
management” and that it had showed “reflexive negativity” towards Chinese government policies. 

“You have got to be joking,” he replied. “It’s under Coalition governments that China has become Australia’s 
major export destination.” 

“I think the present Coalition government has handled relations with China extremely well we have a free-
trade agreement we have an excellent trading relationship we have a frank relationship with China.” 
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Al Jazeera vows legal action over shutdown 

Deutsche Presse Agentur, 9:05PM August 7, 2017 

Qatar-based broadcaster Al Jazeera has vowed to take legal action against Israel after the Israeli 
government's decision to close the TV network's bureau in Jerusalem. 

"Al Jazeera denounces this decision made by a state that claims to be 'the only democratic state in the 
Middle East'," the broadcaster said in a statement on Monday. 

Israeli Communications Minister Ayoub Kara said on Sunday he has demanded the Government Press Office 
rescind the reporters' press cards from Al Jazeera's staff. He is working with cable and satellite providers to 
remove Al Jazeera's broadcasts in Israel. 

Al Jazeera, which has been repeatedly accused of bias by the Israeli authorities, said the "Israeli minister 
could not substantiate his comments by referring to a single news bulletin or situation that proved Al Jazeera 
had not been professional nor objective during its coverage in Jerusalem." 

The network said the decision comes in the context of a campaign initiated by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, who accused Al Jazeera in a statement of inciting violence during its coverage of the 
al-Aqsa Mosque crisis. 

Al Jazeera, a main conduit for news from Israel to the Arab and Muslim world, extensively covered tensions 
in Jerusalem over Israeli security measures at the al-Aqsa Mosque compound, known to Jews as the Temple 
Mount. 

The news network has been banned in several countries - including Egypt, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates and Syria - and has been accused of being a mouthpiece for Islamist groups, a charge Al 
Jazeera has denied. 
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