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Pressure builds on Netanyahu as former staffer agrees to testify 

in graft probe 

Isabel Kershner, Published: August 7 2017 - 10:34AM 

Jerusalem: Political cartoons depict flames licking at the foundations of the fortress-like household of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Commentators say the noose is tightening around his neck. 

For months, Netanyahu has been under investigation in two separate, leak-ridden graft cases involving illicit 
gifts from wealthy friends and back-room dealings with a local newspaper magnate in a bid for favourable 
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coverage. The latest blow came just before the weekend, when the Israeli police signed a state's witness 
deal with Ari Harow, Netanyahu's former chief of staff and once one of his closest confidants. 

A day earlier, in a legal document pertaining to the negotiations with Harow, the police said in writing, for 
the first time, that Netanyahu was suspected of bribery, as well as fraud and breach of trust. 

In light of these developments, analysts say, it appears likely that Israel's longest-serving prime minister after 
David Ben-Gurion will ultimately face charges, injecting his fourth term with a new level of turbulence and 
intrigue. The question now, his critics say, is how long he can stave off what they view as his looming political 
demise. 

"Ari Harow signed a state's witness agreement because he has something to tell," Sima Kadmon, a 
prominent political columnist, wrote in the Yedioth Ahronoth newspaper on Sunday. If the authorities were 
prepared to let Harow, who was facing trial in a case involving his private business interests, off so lightly 
with six months' community service and a fine, Kadmon said, "then Netanyahu is already a dead man 
walking." 

Earlier reports from Israel said Australian billionaire James Packer had agreed to be questioned by 
police conducting the investigation. Police wish to ask questions over gift giving to Mr Netanyahu's family by 
friends such as Mr Packer and Hollywood tycoon Arnon Milchan.  

Any actual indictment could still be many months off, and most analysts, including Kadmon, doubt that 
Netanyahu, a political survivor who has vehemently denied any wrongdoing, will be going anywhere soon. 

Under Israeli law, a prime minister does not have to resign even if convicted, said Professor Barak Medina, 
an expert in constitutional law at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. If the police recommended filing 
charges, the state prosecutor and attorney general would still have to agree, after granting the prime 
minister a hearing. There is no precedent in Israel for a sitting prime minister being charged. 

Still, if the police were to recommend serious charges, like bribery, against Netanyahu, it would be "hard to 
survive," Medina said, because the political and public pressure would grow. 

This story was found at: http://www.smh.com.au/world/pressure-builds-on-netanyahu-as-former-staffer-
agrees-to-testify-in-graft-probe-20170806-gxqlzl.html 
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Labor signals push to more independent, values-based foreign 

policy 

by Laura Tingle, August 2 2017 

Labor has signalled a shift to a more independent foreign policy that better reflects national values, as well 
as interests, and more actively asserts Australia's support for an international rules-based order. 

In a speech to be delivered in Brisbane on Thursday, Labor's foreign policy spokeswoman Penny Wong 
argues foreign policy must be based not just on national interests, or "transactional" diplomacy, but on the 
values that define the country. 

She argues that this will be crucial at a time of unprecedented disruption around the globe, and criticises 
the Turnbull government for running a too responsive foreign policy. 

While the speech does not directly address relationships with other countries, it sets up arguments that 
seem certain to develop into a foreign policy stance that is clearly seen to be more independent of the 
United States in future. 

http://www.afr.com/news/politics/labor-signals-push-to-more-independent-valuesbased-foreign-policy-20170802-gxnvqa
http://www.afr.com/news/politics/labor-signals-push-to-more-independent-valuesbased-foreign-policy-20170802-gxnvqa
http://www.afr.com/opinion/columnists/julie-bishops-doctrine-of-denial-is-no-foreign-policy-future-20170314-guyas0


AFOPA Media Report – 07 Aug 2017  www.afopa.com.au 

Page 3 of 19 

Senator Wong notes that Foreign Minister Julie Bishop said during last year's election campaign that "in 
our pragmatic approach to foreign policy we deal with the world as it is, not as we would wish it to be". 

"Of course we have to deal with the world as it is," Senator Wong says, "but advancing Australian interests 
and values matters. 

"We deal with the world as it is, and we seek to change it for the better – to shape, as best we can, the world 
in which we live. 

"Australian interests and values should not be dismissed as wishful thinking. They are what give our foreign 
policy purpose and direction. They enable us to understand what we want to do and why we want to act." 

Senator Wong's speech comes as the US has been withdrawing from its previous role in global affairs and 
as President Donald Trump has repeatedly signalled a retreat from multilateralism, leaving Europe as the 
only major power bloc to champion the international rules based-order. 

Labor's Senate leader says Australia needs "a foreign policy that is both transactional – that deals with the 
day-to-day issues – and transformational – that addresses the longer-term strategic opportunities and 
challenges the nation faces". 

"Democratic governments have a particular responsibility to bring the values that underpin their polities into 
their engagement with the world in which the hopes of their citizens are realised," she says. 

"The alternative to a values-inspired foreign policy is a purely power-based foreign policy, where, far from 
materialising hope, the 'dog eat dog' law of the jungle destroys it. 

"In the world of the deal, 'beggar thy neighbour' might look like a smart way to do business. But it certainly is 
not a recipe for stability. The 20th century is littered with examples of the failure of power-based foreign 
policy." 

Senator Wong says that for nations like Australia, "there is no alternative to a foreign policy that is built on 
values and pursues our interests if our citizens are to go about their business confidently, and if we as a 
nation are to contribute to the peace, prosperity and security of the entire international community". 

"Just as fairness and equity are built into our national institutions to protect our citizens against predatory 
behaviour, so too must they be built into the international institutions to maintain global stability," she says. 

"That is what constructive internationalism is all about – the creation of an agreed and equitable rules-based 
order." 
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Israel moves to shut down local operations of Al-Jazeera 

Published: August 7 2017 - 12:19AM 

Cairo: Israel will close Al Jazeera's office in Jerusalem, the Qatari news television network says. 

"Israel to shut Al Jazeera offices in Jerusalem and revoke credentials of its journalists," the broadcaster said 
on Twitter on Sunday, adding that the shutdown would include its Arabic and English channels. 

Kara, of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's Likud party, said he wants to revoke press cards from Al 
Jazeera reporters, which in affect prevents them from working in Israel. 

Kara added he has asked cable and satellite networks to block their transmissions and is seeking legislation 
to ban them altogether. 

Jordan and Saudi Arabia have recently closed Al Jazeera's local offices, while the channel and its affiliate sites 
have been blocked in Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Egypt and Bahrain. 

http://www.afr.com/opinion/columnists/turnbull-is-taking-a-pragmatic-regional-approach-to-china-20170623-gwwzo8
http://www.afr.com/news/policy/foreign-affairs/us-tipped-to-return-to-greater-engagement-in-international-affairs-20170620-gwuw3p
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"Lately, almost all countries in our region determined that Al Jazeera supports terrorism, supports religious 
radicalisation," Kara said. 

"And when we see that all these countries have determined as fact that Al Jazeera is a tool of the Islamic 
State (group), Hamas, Hezbollah and Iran, and we are the only one who have not determined that, then 
something delusional is happening here," he said. 

Israeli officials have long accused Al Jazeera of bias against the Jewish state. Defence Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman has likened its coverage to "Nazi Germany-style" propaganda. 

Last month, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu accused Al Jazeera of inciting violence in a conflict 
over a Jerusalem holy site. 

Netanyahu said he had appealed several times to law enforcement authorities demanding the closure of Al 
Jazeera's Jerusalem office. 

Al Jazeera, a main conduit for news from Israel to the Arab and Muslim world, extensively covered tensions 
in Jerusalem over Israeli security measures at the al-Aqsa Mosque compound, known to Jews as the Temple 
Mount. 

AAP, AP 

This story was found at: http://www.smh.com.au/world/israel-moves-to-shut-down-local-operations-of-
aljazeera-20170806-gxqiw9.html 
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In Israel, as anywhere, objectivity, balance, multiple voices are 

critical to credible journalism 

MARK LEIBLER, The Australian, 12:00AM August 7, 2017 

Former Middle East correspondent for The Australian John Lyons is right that objectivity doesn’t come easy 
when reporting from Israel (Media, 31/7). 

His explanation for the claim, however, is not that information is harder to obtain in a conflict zone or that 
agendas are often opaque. but that Lyons says he found it hard to do his job because the Australia/Israel & 
Jewish Affairs Council called him out because it believed his reporting often lacked objectivity. 

Of course journalists should report “what they see”, as Lyons says, but good journalists know they must also 
give meaning to what they see, provide context, and attempt to provide relevant perspectives in a balanced 
and fair way. 

This leaves questions to answer: in our opinion, some of Lyons’ journalism features a propensity to rely on 
sources highly critical of Israel; tends to portray Israeli security measures without explaining their 
justification; and reports Palestinian allegations of mistreatment without giving Israel adequate opportunity 
to respond. 

Promoting his new memoir, Balcony over Jerusalem, Lyons says AIJAC wields too much influence over 
journalists covering Israel. 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/media/in-israel-as-anywhere-objectivity-balance-multiple-voices-are-critical-to-credible-journalism/news-story/597eca7a8f5d2d14732f249277cf2b9f
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As a mainstream Jewish community organisation working to facilitate positive Australia/Israel relations; to 
increase awareness of Israel’s security challenges; and to progress a two-state Israeli-Palestinian peace we 
engage politicians, the media and business to try to promote greater understanding of complex issues. 

Lyons not only objects to this expression of free speech but his book denigrates as “polluting Australian 
public opinion” journalists who take part in fact-finding study visits to Israel and return with a different 
interpretation to his. 

I’d encourage Lyons to take this up with respected journalists from diverse media organisations, including his 
own, who have participated in these visits and attest to their balance and educational value. 

Far from obstructing objectivity, AIJAC’s aim is to build more informed understanding and fairness in an 
environment where journalists can readily cross the line into activism, a professional digression so serious 
that journalists often can’t admit it even to themselves. 

Neither in his column nor his memoir does Lyons mention an encounter he had with Bob Carr in 2012, 
chronicled in Carr’s Diary of a Foreign Minister. Carr recalls arriving at a function in Jerusalem hosted by my 
brother, Isi Leibler, and being ambushed outside by Lyons and his wife. Carr describes the encounter as “an 
eerie pantomime” in which he felt Lyons wanted to present his attendance as “some conspiracy between 
the Australian government and the Israeli right-wing”. * 

As it happened, Carr’s media adviser was able to present Lyons with the list of guests my brother had 
invited, including a range of people described by Carr as “moderate Israelis”. 

In response to our legitimate articulation of an alternative viewpoint on the Middle East, Lyons has devoted 
a chapter of his memoir to falsely portraying AIJAC as an extreme, hardline mouthpiece for the Israeli Right. 

Is this the same AIJAC that sponsors programs for prominent Israeli Labor leaders to visit Australia, as part of 
our efforts to expose people from both countries to counterparts from across the political and social 
spectrum? 

Is this the same AIJAC that issued a media release in February this year openly criticising Israeli legislation 
that would retrospectively legalise settlement outposts on land owned by Palestinians? 

In a healthy democracy, holding the media to account is arguably as important as holding politicians to 
account. 

Lyons ended his comment piece by quoting hard-left Israeli journalist Akiva Eldar’s demonising of AIJAC and 
saying the Australian government as did “not (give) a shit” about his children. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. 

Lyons also describes as a hero another Israeli journalist even more extreme than Eldar, Haaretz’s Gideon 
Levy, an advocate of economic, artistic and academic boycotts against Israel. That’s like forming your view of 
Australia from Green Left Weekly. 

It’s sad that Lyons’ response to the normal functioning of interest groups in a pluralist democracy is so 
vitriolic but it does demonstrate the value of AIJAC and others in advancing additional evidence and 
alternative views to his. 

* Lyons says he was not present when Carr arrived at the function but his wife Sylvie Le Clezio was on hand to 
take photographs for The Australian 

Mark Leibler is senior partner at Arnold Bloch Leibler and national chairman of the Australia/Israel & Jewish 
Affairs Council 
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Israel seeks ban on Al-Jazeera news network 

AUGUST 7, 201712:44AM 

AP and staff writers, News Corp Australia Network 

ISRAEL is seeking to ban Qatar’s flagship Al-Jazeera news network from operating in the country, joining 
regional Arab states that already shut the station after accusing the broadcaster of inciting violence. 

Israel Communications Minister Ayoob Kara said on Sunday said he wants to revoke press cards from Al-
Jazeera reporters, which in affect prevents them from working in Israel. 

Mr Kara, of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud party, added he has asked cable and satellite 
networks to block their transmissions and is seeking legislation to ban them altogether. No timetable for the 
measures was given. 

Jordan and Saudi Arabia have recently closed Al-Jazeera’s local offices, while the channel and its affiliate 
sites have been blocked in Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Egypt and Bahrain. 

 “Lately, almost all countries in our region determined that Al-Jazeera supports terrorism, supports religious 
radicalisation,” Mr Kara said. “And when we see that all these countries have determined as fact that Al-
Jazeera is a tool of the Islamic State (group), Hamas, Hezbollah and Iran, and we are the only one who have 
not determined that, then something delusional is happening here,” he said. 

Israeli officials have long accused Al-Jazeera of bias against the Jewish state. Defence Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman has likened its coverage to “Nazi Germany- style” propaganda. 

Doha-based Al-Jazeera did not immediately respond to a request for comment, though its Arab and English 
channels immediately reported on the news. 

Al-Jazeera, a pan-Arab satellite network funded by the Qatari government, already has been targeted by 
Arab nations now isolating Qatar as part of a months-long political dispute over Doha’s politics and alleged 
support for extremists. 
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Israel orders Al Jazeera to shut up shop 

GREGG CARLSTROM, The Times, 9:28AM August 7, 2017 

Israel is planning to close Al Jazeera’s operations in the country after it accused the pan-Arab broadcaster of 
inciting violence in Jerusalem. 

Ayoub Kara, the communications minister, said yesterday that the government would revoke press 
credentials from the network’s journalists. He also said that cable and satellite providers had agreed to shut 
off its broadcasts. 

“We have identified media outlets that do not serve freedom of speech, but endanger the security of Israel’s 
citizens, and the main instrument has been Al Jazeera,” he told a news conference. 

The cabinet could take both steps unilaterally. Mr Kara proposed shutting the channel’s offices in Jerusalem, 
but that would likely require new legislation, and face a tough court challenge. 

Binyamin Netanyahu, the prime minister, who proposed the closure last month, wrote on Twitter: “I 
congratulate communications minister Ayoub Kara who, following my instructions, today took a series of 
practical steps to stop Al Jazeera’s incitement in Israel.” 

http://www.news.com.au/world/middle-east/israel-seeks-ban-on-aljazeera-news-network/news-story/32fa6eb53f8006e00baa628f5ae561ea
http://www.news.com.au/world/middle-east/israel-seeks-ban-on-aljazeera-news-network/news-story/32fa6eb53f8006e00baa628f5ae561ea
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/the-times/israel-orders-al-jazeera-to-shut-up-shop/news-story/0c147a8bc969b92acd739ea0721430ed
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Glenys Sugarman, executive secretary of the Foreign Press Association in Israel, condemned the move as a 
slippery slope. 

Israeli officials have long accused the Qatari-funded channel of bias. The criticism grew after two weeks of 
unrest last month at Jerusalem’s holiest site, with the prime minister accusing the network of “stirring the 
violence”. 

The satellite network has already been targeted by Arab nations who are isolating Qatar as part of a lengthy 
dispute over its alleged support for extremists. Jordan and Saudi Arabia have recently closed their local 
offices, while the channel and its affiliate sites have been blocked in Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, 
Egypt and Bahrain. 

“Almost all countries in our region determined that Al Jazeera supports terrorism, supports religious 
radicalisation,” Mr Kara said. “And when we see that all these countries have determined as fact that Al 
Jazeera is a tool of Islamic State, Hamas, Hezbollah and Iran, and we are the only one who have not 
determined that something delusional is happening.” 

The Times 
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Israeli police list PM Benjamin Netanyahu as bribery suspect 

AP, 12:00AM August 5, 2017 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is suspected of crimes involving fraud, breach of trust and bribes in two 
corruption cases, Israeli police revealed yesterday. 

Police have been questioning Mr Netanyahu for months over the cases but have released few details. They 
released a gag order yesterday on reporting the details of talks that are under way to enlist a state witness. 

On Thursday justice officials were nearing a deal with Mr Netanyahu’s former chief of staff, Ari Harrow, in 
which he would give evidence against his former boss in exchange for immunity from prosecution. 

The gag order says the cases involving Mr Netanyahu deal with “a suspicion of committing crimes of bribery, 
fraud and breach of trust”. 

Mr Netanyahu’s office has repeatedly denied wrongdoing over the investigations, portraying the accusations 
as a witch hunt against him and his family by a hostile media opposed to his hardline political views. 

“We completely reject the unfounded claims against the Prime Minister,” his office said yesterday. It said the 
allegations were part of a campaign to “replace the government” and “there will be nothing, because there 
was nothing”. 

One investigation, dubbed File 1000, concerns claims Mr Netanyahu improperly accepted lavish gifts from 
wealthy supporters, including Australian billionaire James Packer and Hollywood producer Arnon Milchan. 
The second investigation, File 2000, concerns Mr Netanyahu’s alleged attempts to strike a deal with 
publisher Arnon Mozes of the Yediot Ahronot newspaper group to promote legislation to weaken Yediot’s 
main competitor in exchange for more favourable coverage. 

Mr Netanyahu’s wife, Sara, was interviewed by police for two hours on Thursday on the suspicion she 
diverted public money for private housekeeping expenses. 

The move by police came as a social media complaint over the toilet habits of the Netanyahus’ dog spiralled 
into vicious online muck-slinging between the sons of the incumbent and former prime minister. 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/israeli-police-list-pm-benjamin-netanyahu-as-bribery-suspect/news-story/8f4abbfca51265f50d05664d59a90ddf
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The fur began to fly when the Netanyahu family’s 10-year mixed-breed bitch Kaiya allegedly defecated in a 
Jerusalem park while being walked by eldest son Yair. A neighbour who said she witnessed the act wrote on 
Facebook that when she challenged Yair to clean up after the animal, he made an obscene gesture with his 
middle finger. 

Adding to pressure on Yair was an online attack by Molad, an Israeli think-tank critical of Mr Netanyahu’s 
right-wing government. 

In an item entitled “Five things you didn’t know about heir to the throne Yair Netanyahu,” it slams his 
lifestyle, particularly the huge cost to the taxpayer of his around-the-clock protection and government car 
with driver and the fact that at 25 he lives with his parents in their official Jerusalem residence. 

Stung, Yair responded with a Facebook post suggesting Molad publish similar critiques of sons of former 
prime ministers. 

Among them he named Omri Sharon, who spent four months in prison for funnelling illegal contributions to 
the election campaign of his father, the late prime minister Ariel Sharon. 

He also implies that former premier Ehud Olmert’s son Ariel has a homosexual affair with a Palestinian, 
referring to “his interesting relations with a Palestinian man and its significance for the security of the 
country”. 

Mr Netanyahu’s post concludes with emojis showing a pile of dung and the finger gesture. 

Mr Olmert’s Facebook response displays some humour, as well as anger. “Hi Yair Netanyahu, I am the secret 
son of Olmert, the homo son, the one who lives with a Palestinian,” he writes. 

“In fact, this story is totally false. I love women, I live with one of them and we have a daughter.” 

AP, AFP 
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Still occupied: Investigative journalist John Lyons has set his 

sights on his most formidable target yet. 

By DAVID LESER, August 5th, 2017 

John Lyons is no stranger to controversy. When I first met him on this newspaper 33 years ago, the debate 

around him, at least among some of his older colleagues, was whether, at the age of 24, he had the maturity to 

serve as chief of staff for the country’s national daily. 

To no one’s great surprise he proved he had both the mettle and the brains for the job, and over the past three 

decades he has gone on to an impressive career in Australian journalism: editor of The Sydney Morning 

Herald at 33, national affairs editor at The Bulletin at 37, executive producer of the Nine 

Network’s Sunday program at 42. And in between New York correspondent for The Sydney Morning 

Herald and Washington correspondent for The Australian. 

In the process he has earned numerous accolades, including three Walkley Awards and, in 1999, the Graham 

Perkin Award for his “groundbreaking and outstanding reporting on national affairs”. 

Along the way this Catholic-born son of a working middle-class Melbourne family has frequently created a 

storm — sometimes in a teacup but more often than not of the kind that roils the atmosphere and creates 

outbursts of feeling that never quite dissipate. 

In the late 1980s supermodel Elle Macpherson made herself look like a super chump in the pages of Good 

Weekend when she told Lyons, “I never read anything I haven’t written myself.” 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/arts/review/israelpalestine-conflict-in-the-sights-of-john-lyonss-middle-east-memoir/news-story/eacd01d724e74de2f95075a77e143b63
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A few years later in a profile of Malcolm Turnbull, Lyons incurred the wrath of his subject — not hard to do, 

mind you — by dissecting the menace behind the young lawyer’s charm. “My tentacles spread to New York,” 

Turnbull told Lyons, smiling, just before Lyons moved to that city where, soon after, at a gala dinner he 

almost came to blows with Richard Butler, Australia’s then ambassador to the UN. (Butler was incensed by a 

story Lyons had written.) 

Nick Whitlam, son of former prime minister Gough Whitlam, sued Lyons and Nine over an interview Lyons 

did with him for the Sunday program — an interview that, in 2001, won Lyons one of his Walkleys. 

Four years later Paul Keating was enraged when Lyons penned a piece for The Bulletin in which he cast the 

former PM as a foul-mouthed, embittered and at times unhinged recluse. 

Lyons often courts argument the way game hunters pursue their next kill. The bigger the better. I know this 

because, as a friend and colleague over the past three decades, I have watched, sometimes with a mixture of 

wonder and astonishment, as he takes on his next out-size target. 

Now, even by Lyons’s own headline-grabbing standards, he has managed to outdo himself. In his new 

memoir, Balcony Over Jerusalem, based on his six years (2009-15) covering the region, Lyons has achieved 

the uncommon feat of not only excoriating the state of Israel for its brutal treatment of Palestinians but also 

one of the most powerful lobby groups in Australia, the Australia/Israel & Jewish Affairs Council, and one of 

his own former senior colleagues as well. 

Let’s start with the Israeli-Palestinian conflict that has raged on and off for the past century. For exactly half 

this time, since the 1967 Six-Day War, the Israelis have ruled over the lives of millions of Palestinians on the 

West Bank of the Jordan River, aided and abetted by successive Israeli and American administrations, pro-

Israel lobby groups and billionaire political donors such as American casino mogul Sheldon Adelson, all in 

defiance of international law and expert opinion. 

During that time the number of Jewish settlers, fired by a messianic belief in their right to settle ancient Israel, 

or the “Promised Land”, not to mention cheap housing subsidies from the Israeli government, have grown 

from a few hundred early pioneers to more than 420,000 and counting — and that’s not including the more 

than 200,000 Jewish settlers in largely Arab East Jerusalem. 

It is this ceaseless military occupation and land grab, together with the daily humiliations, large and small, 

meted out by Israeli soldiers and Jewish settlers to a desperate people, that Lyons directs his considerable 

firepower towards. 

If the whole world could see the occupation up close, it would demand that it end tomorrow. Israel’s 

treatment of the Palestinians would not pass muster in the West if the full details were known. The only reason 

Israel is getting away with this is because it has one of the most formidable public-relations machines ever 

seen, and enormous support from its diaspora communities. 

Lyons’s memoir is not solely concerned with the perpetual entanglement of Abraham’s children. He also 

ventures to Libya and Egypt during the height of the Arab Spring (where in the latter case he finds himself 

blindfolded and interrogated by Egyptian soldiers); Iran during the rigged elections of 2009; Syria before and 

after the catastrophic civil war erupts in 2011; and Iraq briefly in the summer of 2014. He does all this with a 

fearlessness and derring-do that have become his hallmark. 

But after arriving in Jerusalem in 2009 with his wife, Sylvie Le Clezio (whose arresting photographs feature 

in the book), and their eight year-old son, Jack, it is Israel’s vice-like grip on the West Bank that absorbs much 

of Lyons’s attention. 

Early on we share his distress as he witnesses an elderly Palestinian woman with a trolley overloaded with 

belongings waiting at a military checkpoint to cross into Israel from Jordan. An Israeli security guard walks 

by and kicks the trolley, causing the contents to spill. 

In another incident Lyons is shocked when an old Palestinian man in a wheelchair, his leg bleeding from a 

recent car crash, is denied medical help at the same security crossing. Lyons intercedes on the man’s behalf 

and has his journalist’s visa revoked soon after. (His work status is later restored.) 
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It gets worse. Lyons then revisits a story he wrote for The Australian, and later in a joint investigation for the 

ABC’s Four Corners (titled Stone Cold Justice). Palestinian children, some as young as 12, are arrested in the 

middle of the night, taken away for interrogation, and in some cases tortured into making false confessions. 

“If police or soldiers in Australia took Aboriginal children from their beds at three in the morning and did 

what Israel does there would be uproar,” Lyons writes now. 

The Four Corners report, which won the 2014 Walkley for investigative journalism, incurred the wrath of 

Australian Jewish leaders, as well as The Australian’s foreign editor Greg Sheridan. “I have the greatest 

respect for John,” Sheridan wrote later. “He has produced some outstanding journalism in his time … 

However the Four Corners program was a disgrace, a crude piece of anti-Israel propaganda that revived some 

of the oldest anti-Semitic tropes.” 

Lyons hit back: “Why can journalists put the Australian Army or federal police or US Army through the 

ringer, but if we investigate the most powerful army in the Middle East it’s anti-Semitism?” 

Lyons continues this theme in Balcony Over Jerusalem, setting out the confronting nature of what is one of 

the longest-running military occupations in modern history. He looks at the unlawful seizure of Palestinian 

land, the growth of Jewish settlements, the constant intimidation of Palestinians by armed settlers, the 

demolition of Palestinian homes, the encircling of Palestinian villages, the security wall that has severed 

Palestinians from their land (and each other), the indefinite imprisonments, curfews and deportations. The 

constant indignities. 

He also details an “apartheid-like” system in which Palestinians are subject to 101 types of permits so that 

their movements can be identified, monitored and, ultimately, restricted. 

“There are business permits, permits for religious purposes and permits for spouses of Palestinians who live in 

Jerusalem,” he writes. “There are permits for hospital visits, permits that a doctor needs to travel and permits 

to escort sick people in an ambulance. There are permits to travel to a wedding and permits to attend a funeral, 

permits for work meetings and permits for court hearings.” 

At one military checkpoint between Bethlehem and Jerusalem, Lyons’s wife sees an old Palestinian man 

carrying a pink bag containing hot food that he is hoping to share with his daughter in Jerusalem. “The soldier 

said he couldn’t pass,” writes Lyons. “A valid permit didn’t make any difference: the soldier had decided no, 

and in a military occupation the soldier is the law.” 

Le Clezio watched the old man shuffle away with his pink bag, causing Lyons to observe: “This incident 

made me realise that the tyranny of the occupation comes through the power of 18 or 19-year-old soldiers. 

These checkpoints are daily incubators of hatred, generation after generation. As long as there is occupation 

there will be hatred. And in some cases a desire for revenge.” 

The Australian Jewish lobby didn’t much like Lyons’s reporting when he was based in the Middle East, and 

will certainly not like what he unleashes now. In a chapter titled The Lobby he paints a picture of sustained 

criticism, and at times flagrant interference, by AIJAC, among others, while he was covering the region. 

This reached its apogee when Colin Rubenstein, the head of AIJAC, sought to circumvent The Australian’s 

then editor-in-chief Chris Mitchell after he refused to take his calls. As Mitchell would later tell Lyons: 

“Sometimes with Colin Rubenstein I’d say, ‘Send a letter or write a column’, but other times if I wouldn’t 

take his calls he’d go behind my back to Nick Cater [then editor of The Weekend Australian]. I got upset with 

Colin when he rang me and attacked [the late] Australian reporter Elisabeth Wynhausen as a ‘self-loathing’ 

Jew. I thought it was inappropriate for him to be making that kind of comment about one of my staff. For 

some time after that I stopped taking his calls.” 

And while Mitchell stopped taking Rubenstein’s calls, Cater stopped running Lyons’s stories. As Lyons 

writes: “He [Cater] told me that ‘the Middle East is such a complex part of the world that a correspondent 

should spend the first 12 months learning about the area and just writing news’.” (Lyons says Cater declined 

to be interviewed for his book.) 

It is this writer’s opinion that Cater has a point. Not that a correspondent should refrain from writing features 

and analysis pieces until he has absorbed a year’s worth of knowledge, but that the Middle East is a hellishly 

complex place. Every aspect of history is contested. Every word is loaded. 
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I’ve reported on this conflict on and off for 40 years, including in the pages of this newspaper in the late 

1980s. As a journalist — and as a Jew — I’ve anguished endlessly over Israel’s subjugation of the 

Palestinians and deplored the way the pro-Israel lobby sometimes sides with the most politically conservative 

elements within Israel, while all too readily dismissing Israel’s critics as “anti-Semitic”. 

I’ve argued with family members over this issue, and lost Jewish friends in the process — all because I 

believe, like Lyons, that the occupation is a moral stain on both the Jewish state and the Jewish soul. 

I have discussed this issue with Lyons for more than 30 years and I admire his nerve — indeed his audacity — 

in taking on this subject with such passion and determination. My concern is that for all the rush of 

understandable anger he directs at Israel, his book is mostly devoid of sympathy for the multiple internal 

problems and frailties that Israelis face, not to mention the wild diversity of the country’s immigrant survivor 

population. 

“I’d always found it strange,” he writes, “that a country exercising military authority over 2.9 million 

Palestinians in occupied territory could be a victim. This would make Israel simultaneously an occupier and a 

victim.” 

That’s right. Both are true at the same time and Lyons fails, in my opinion, to handle this with the subtlety and 

moral poise it deserves. 

Throughout history Jews have been despised, displaced, vilified, persecuted and, ultimately, exterminated for 

the fact of their Jewishness, and they have carried this collective trauma — this epigenetic inheritance — into 

a murderous neighbourhood where they are both a minority and majority at the same time. A tiny minority 

among hundreds of millions of (mostly) Muslim Arabs and a majority when it comes to the Palestinians. 

That, along with countless wars and acts of terrorism over the past 70 years, is what has driven the 

psychopathology of victimhood and its inevitable — and terrible — consequence: oppression. 

The Israelis have needed a powerful lobby group (as have the Palestinians, although the latter is no match for 

the former) because both sides are historical victims — victims who have suffered at the hands of outsiders, 

and at the hands of each other. That is the deadly chemistry, the fire and kerosene. 

Lyons could also have captured better the warmth and candour of Israelis, something I know he feels, as well 

as the redemptive roar of secularism that rises up in a city such as Tel Aviv, in defiance of Israel’s past, its 

fate and its perilous condition, particularly now that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu seems to have killed 

whatever slim chances for peace once existed. 

That being said, Balcony Over Jerusalem is a potent, fast-paced rendering of a region in convulsion, as well as 

a jeremiad against Israel, designed and programmed for maximum effect. 

Lyons should brace himself for the storm that’s coming. 

David Leser is a journalist and author. He is a former Middle East correspondent. 
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impose-ban-al-jazeera-news-network  

Israeli government moves to impose ban on al-Jazeera news 

network 

Reporters have press cards revoked and cable and satellite broadcasters asked to block transmission of 
Qatar-based network 
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Martin Chulov Middle East correspondent 

Monday 7 August 2017 00.48 AEST; Last modified on Monday 7 August 2017 09.10 AEST 

Israel has moved to ban al-Jazeera from operating in the country and in the occupied territories, joining a 
boycott by Jordan, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia which have all accused the network of 
sponsoring terrorism. 

The communications minister, Ayoob Kara, said press cards for al-Jazeera reporters would be revoked. His 
announcement follows a vow the prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, made in July to close the Jerusalem 
office of the Qatari state-funded news network. 

The move had been foreshadowed in recent weeks as a diplomatic standoff simmered between Qatar and 
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), which had made shutting down the network central to a list of demands 
delivered to the ruling family in Doha. 

The GCC was following a cue from Riyadh, which moved to isolate Qatar in June, whose leaders it accuses of 
backing Saudi Arabia’s regional foes Iran and the Muslim Brotherhood, and of sowing division in the region. 

Israel is not a party to the Saudi-led demands, but it had long been scathing of al-Jazeera’s coverage of the 
Palestinian conflict, accusing the network of deep ties to Hamas and other militant groups in Gaza and the 
West Bank. The defence minister, Avigdor Lieberman, has described some of the coverage as “Nazi 
Germany-style” propaganda. 

The move further aligns the interests of the Gulf states and the Netanyahu government, which have grown 
closer in recent years primarily because of common views over Iran and, more lately, the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which has links to Hamas. All claim that al-Jazeera Arabic has incited violence through its 
coverage of regional conflicts. 

Qatar has long argued the channel gives a voice to all stakeholders in regional affairs, and has regularly 
scheduled interviews with Israeli government officials – one of the few Arab networks to have done so. 

Al-Jazeera’s coverage had nonetheless been a key component of a grievance that had festered among its 
close neighbours for years before erupting after Donald Trump’s high-profile visit to Riyadh in May, during 
which he pivoted US foreign policy away from Iran and towards Saudi Arabia, a traditional Washington ally. 

The Saudi leadership, in particular Mohammed bin Salman, who was anointed crown prince and heir to the 
throne weeks later, moved quickly to assert its authority. Nearly two months later, however, Qatar has 
ridden out an air, land and sea blockade and defied demands to sever ties with Tehran or the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

The Israeli announcement came as the standoff shows no sign of ending. “Lately, almost all countries in our 
region determined that al-Jazeera supports terrorism, supports religious radicalisation,” said Kara. “And 
when we see that all these countries have determined as fact that al-Jazeera is a tool of the Islamic State, 
Hamas, Hezbollah and Iran, and we are the only one who have not determined that, then something 
delusional is happening here.” 

Al-Jazeera did not respond to the development, and the Israeli government offered no timetable for the 
shutdown. Nor was not immediately clear if the announcement included reporters from al-Jazeera English, 
which has a separate editorial team and is not considered by the network’s critics to be as strident as the 
Arabic network. 
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Israeli police confirm Netanyahu is suspect in fraud 

investigation 
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Court document reveals for first time that prime minister is subject of inquiries into alleged ‘fraud, breach of 
trust and bribes’ 

Peter Beaumont in Jerusalem 

Saturday 5 August 2017 01.23 AEST; First published on Friday 4 August 2017 18.35 AEST 

Israel’s prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, has been named as a suspect in two investigations into 
allegations of “fraud, breach of trust and bribes” with his former chief of staff signing a deal with prosecutors 
to testify against him. 

The moves mark the most serious political crisis for the Israeli leader, the only prime minister to rival 
founding father David Ben-Gurion for longevity in office. 

The suspicions against Netanyahu, who denies any wrongdoing, were first revealed in a court application by 
detectives on Thursday seeking a gag order on reporting details of negotiations with Ari Harow, the former 
chief of staff, to become a state witness. Talks were concluded on Friday with Harow signing a deal in which 
he agreed to testify. 

According to a statement from the Israel Police, Harow is expected to receive six months of community 
service and a fine of $193,000 on separate breach of trust charges – rather than a prison sentence – in 
exchange for his testimony. 

The latest dramatic twists in the series of long-running investigations into Netanyahu, his family and close 
circle, have led some commentators in the Israeli media to suggest that an indictment may now be 
inevitable. 

Amid mounting calls from politicians for Netanyahu to stand down if he is charged in any of the 
investigations, commentators even in media usually friendly to the Israeli prime minister – including the 
rightwing Jerusalem Post – have begun beginning to talk about ‘alternatives’ to him. 

The confirmation of the seriousness of the allegations comes on the day after his wife, Sara, was again 
interviewed by police in a separate case relating to claims for household costs in the prime minister’s 
residence. 

The saga – which at times has played out like a soap opera – has gripped Israelis as it touched on many of 
the criticisms of Netanyahu during his long political career, including his sense of persecution, his insatiable 
wheeler-dealing to stay in power, his taste for luxury and sense of entitlement. 

For his part, Netanyahu and his office have dismissed the accusations against him as a politically motivated 
witch-hunt designed to push him out of office. 

It has also lifted the lid on the cosy and often nepotistic relationship between Israel’s business and political 
elite in a country where many Israelis struggle with a high cost of living and modest salaries. 

While the scope of the investigations in the so-called cases 1000 and 2000 – the first about gifts from 
wealthy benefactors and the second over attempts to sway media coverage – have long been known, it is 
the first time Netanyahu has been publicly designated as a suspect. 

Netanyahu’s office denied the accusations and said investigators were trying to bring down his government. 
“We completely reject the unfounded claims made against the prime minister. The campaign to change the 
government is under way, but it is destined to fail, for a simple reason: there won’t be anything because 
there was nothing,” a statement said. 

It comes as a third high-profile corruption investigation – case 3000 – has focused on allegations of bribery 
within his inner circle over a deal to buy submarines from Germany. 

The application for the gag order, made to the Rishon Lezion magistrate’s court in central Israel, followed the 
confirmation by Israel’s attorney general, Avichai Mandelblit, earlier on Thursday that talks were under way 
with Harow, a close confidant of Netanyahu, to testify in exchange for leniency. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/benjamin-netanyahu
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/02/former-benjamin-netanyahu-chief-staff-negotiations-state-witness-israel
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http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-1.805202
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Harow served as Netanyahu’s chief of staff for two years from 2008, when the politician was in opposition. 
He returned in 2014 to serve as the prime minister’s chief of staff, but resigned a year later amid allegations 
of corruption, which he denied. 

Harow was accused of having used his ties to Netanyahu to advance his private interests. Police have 
recommended he be indicted for bribery and breach of trust, but Mandelblit has yet to file formal charges 
against him. 

The gag order also affects case 1000, in which the prime minister and his wife are suspected of receiving 
illicit giftsfrom billionaire benefactors – most notably expensive cigars and champagne from the Israeli-born 
Hollywood producer Arnon Milchan. Netanyahu is the primary suspect in the case. The couple has denied 
any wrongdoing. 

The investigations have begun to have an impact on Netanyahu’s rightwing Likud party, whose senior figures 
are sparring publicly over whether their leader can remain in office if he is indicted. 

Likud officials have sharply criticised any suggestions Netanyahu may have to step down. “The prime 
minister does not need to resign, rather he needs to prove his innocence,” said Likud’s coalition chairman, 
David Bitan. 

“There will be no indictment. But let’s say there will be: the charges would still be minor and the prime 
minister would be able both to function and to prove his innocence.” 

Bitan has urged Likud supporters to rally in support of Netanyahu to counter weekly demonstrations against 
the slow progress of the investigation. Bitan said a rally on Saturday was designed “to protest the invalid and 
anti-democratic attempt by those on the left who want to topple the government in an undemocratic 
fashion”. 

 
THE GUARDIAN, 04AUG2017, https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/video/2017/aug/04/donald-trump-
mural-appears-wall-west-bank-israel-video  

Donald Trump mural appears on wall in West Bank – video 

A mural has been painted on the West Bank barrier in Bethlehem, Israel, depicting Donald Trump. It shows 
the US president hugging a watchtower and stroking the wall, with a thought bubble saying ‘I’m going to 
build you a brother’, possibly referring to Trump’s proposed plan for a border wall with Mexico. 
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Israel moves to shut down local Al Jazeera outlet amid 

accusations of inciting violence 

7 August 2017 

Israel plans to revoke the media credentials of Al Jazeera TV journalists, close its Jerusalem bureau and pull 
the Qatar-based station's broadcasts from local cable and satellite providers, Communications Minister 
Ayoub Kara said. 
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Mr Kara said the measures were intended to bolster Israel's security and "to bring a situation that channels 
based in Israel will report objectively". 

There was no immediate comment from Al Jazeera headquarters in Qatar, but journalists working for the 
station in Israel said they did not expect imminent moves against them. 

Last month, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said he would work to shut the network's offices in 
Israel, accusing it of inciting violence in Jerusalem, including over an Old City site that is holy to both Muslims 
and Jews. 

Mr Kara said he would ask the Government Press Office to revoke the accreditation of Al Jazeera's journalists 
in Israel, where it has about 30 staff. Cable and satellite providers have reportedly expressed their 
willingness to turn off its broadcasts. 

Mr Kara added he had asked Internal Security Minister Gilad Erdan to use his powers to close the station's 
offices in Israel, although a spokesman for Mr Erdan said he doubted the minister had the authority to do so. 

Asked if shutting down Al Jazeera's operations would make Israel appear to oppose freedom of the press, an 
official close to Mr Netanyahu said the country accepted diverse opinions but not incitement. 

"The Prime Minister is not too pleased with the constant incitement that you see and hear on Al Jazeera, a 
lot of it in Arabic," the official said. 

"There is a lot being broadcast on that channel that is frankly dangerous. 

"There is no shortage of free speech in this country. There are plenty of dissenting voices. In democratic 
countries there are also things that are unacceptable, and a lot of what Al Jazeera is saying and broadcasting 
falls into that category." 

In his news conference, to which Al Jazeera was not invited, Mr Kara said steps had to be taken against 
"media, which has been determined by almost all Arab countries to actually be a supporter of terror, and we 
know this for certain". 

"We have identified media outlets that do not serve freedom of speech but endanger the security of Israel's 
citizens, and the main instrument has been Al Jazeera," Mr Kara said. 

He was referring to recent violence in and around a Jerusalem site that is revered by Muslims and Jews in 
which six Palestinians and five Israelis, including two policemen, were killed. 

Al Jazeera said in July it would take all necessary legal measures if Israel acts on its threat. It said Israel was 
aligning itself with four Arab states that have severed diplomatic and commercial ties with Qatar. 

The Foreign Press Association in Israel criticised the planned moves. 

"Changing the law in order to shut down a media organisation for political reasons is a slippery slope," 
association executive secretary Glenys Sugarman said. 

Reuters 
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Donald Trump: Two huge murals by Australian artist Lushsux 

appear on West Bank barrier 
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Updated Sat 5 August 2017 at 2:22pm 

PHOTO: Lushsux has courted controversy, with his work frequently falling 
foul of council authorities. (AP: Nasser Nasser) 

 

Two murals believed to be by Australian graffiti artist Lushsux — 
the artist behind a controversial mural in Melbourne of a sexed-up 
Hillary Clinton — showing an oversized US President Donald Trump 
have appeared on Israel's West Bank separation barrier. 

The new drawings popped up on the edge of Bethlehem, the Palestinian city where the barrier largely 
consists of a wall of towering slabs of concrete. 

In one scene, Mr Trump is shown hugging and kissing a real Israeli army watchtower built into the wall, as his 
left arm reaches around the tower — and little pink hearts flutter from Mr Trump's mouth. 

In another drawing, he is depicted wearing a Jewish skullcap and placing a hand a wall — a scene taken from 
the President's May visit to Jerusalem's Western Wall, the holiest site where Jews can pray. 

A cartoon thought bubble next to him reads, "I'm going to build you a brother", a possible reference to 
Trump's plans to build a wall between the US and Mexico. 

PHOTO: Several media outlets earlier speculated the murals may 
have been the work of Banksy. (AP: Nasser Nasser) 

 

The murals were signed "lushsux", and the artist has shared photos 
from the mural site on social media. 

Several media outlets earlier speculated the murals may have been 
the work on Banksy — they are just metres from where the elusive 
artist decorated a hotel earlier this year. 

"The Walled Off Hotel" is a Palestinian-run guest house that sarcastically bills itself as having the "worst view 
in the world". 

Lushsux has courted controversy in Australia — his graffiti walls of celebrity memes and nude selfies have 
fallen foul of council authorities, who regularly paint over his work in the name of public decency. 

Trump yet to offer promised way forward 

Israel began building the West Bank separation barrier a decade ago, at the height of an armed Palestinian 
uprising, saying the divider is needed to keep suicide bombers and gunmen from entering Israel. 

Palestinians say the barrier, which slices off about 10 per cent of the West Bank, amounts to a land grab. 

Israel captured the West Bank, Gaza and east Jerusalem in 1967. 

Several US-led Israeli-Palestinian attempts to negotiate the terms of a Palestinian state on these lands have 
failed. 

Mr Trump said early on in his term that he would try to broker a deal, but has not offered a way forward. 

ABC/AP 
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ABC NEWS, 05AUG2017, http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-05/netanyahus-former-top-aide-turns-
states-witness-in-graft-case/8776954  

Benjamin Netanyahu's former chief of staff turns state's 

witness in bribery cases 

Posted Sat 5 August 2017 at 8:21am 

A former chief of staff to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has agreed to provide testimony on 
behalf of the state in two graft cases in which he has been questioned as a suspect. 

The decision by Ari Harow to turn state's witness as part of a plea bargain in his own, separate corruption 
case adds a new dimension to a long-running investigation involving Mr Netanyahu. 

The four-term premier has denied any wrongdoing. 

His family spokesman said Mr Netanyahu would withstand what he described as a "witch-hunt" designed to 
force him from office. 

In a Facebook video posting, Mr Netanyahu dismissed Friday's developments as "the inevitable scandal of 
the week". 

"I would like to tell you, citizens of Israel, that I do not heed background noises," he said. 

"I continue to work for you." 

Mr Netanyahu, 67, has been questioned under caution by police in two cases, one dealing with gifts given to 
him and his family by businessmen, and another related to conversations he held with an Israeli publisher. 

A court injunction said the cases involved suspicion of the commission of the felonies of bribery, fraud and 
breach of trust, but did not specify who might be charged for the crimes. 

Mr Netanyahu and his wife, Sara, are said to have received more than $125,000 worth of cigars and liquor 
from Hollywood producer Arnon Milchan, who reportedly asked Mr Netanyahu to press the US Secretary of 
State in a visa matter. 

Australian billionaire James Packer has reportedly lavished Mr Netanyahu's 26-year-old son Yair Netanyahu 
with gifts. 

These allegedly included extended stays at luxury hotels in Tel Aviv, New York and Aspen, Colorado, as well 
as the use of his private jet and dozens of tickets for concerts by Mr Packer's former fiancee, Mariah Carey. 

Police are trying to determine whether these constitute bribes, since Mr Packer is reportedly seeking Israeli 
residency status for tax purposes. 

Former aide to confess to fraud, breach of trust 

Harow served two stints as Mr Netanyahu's chief of staff before resigning in 2015 amid allegations he had 
improperly handled private business affairs. 

The court injunction said he had turned state's witness but barred publication of any details about what he 
would tell investigators or testify to. 

Under the deal, Harow agreed to confess to fraud and breach of trust, the court injunction said, and will be 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment commuted to community service as well as a fine of 700,000 shekels 
($243,000). 

Even if eventually indicted, Mr Netanyahu would not be obliged by law to resign, although his opponents 
have called on him to do so. 

In his 11 years of office, the conservative who last won elections in 2015 has weathered several scandals and 
police inquiries. 
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His approval ratings are generally solid, putting him ahead of potential challengers. 

Reuters/AP 

 
ABC NEWS, 04AUG2017, http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-04/israel-crown-prince-netanyahu-under-
fire/8776338  

Netanyahu woes deepen as Israeli Prime Minister's son sued 

over crude Facebook post 

Posted Fri 4 August 2017 at 7:47pm 

The eldest son of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has been threatened with a libel suit after a 
run of bad behaviour including a crude social media post. 

Yair Netanyahu, 26, hit the tabloids last weekend when a neighbour posted an account of how the prime 
minister's son refused to pick up after the Netanyahu family dog at a public park and then, when confronted, 
gave the neighbour the finger. 

He then lashed out on Facebook at a website run by a liberal think tank that detailed what it said was his 
lavish lifestyle at taxpayers' expense. 

In the post, Mr Netanyahu alleged the site is funded by what he claimed are foreign interests, referring 
indirectly to the dovish New Israel Fund, which he renamed the "Israel Destruction Fund". 

He signed the post with emojis of a middle finger and a pile of excrement. 

The Times of Israel said on Thursday that the Molad organisation, which runs the site, served the younger 
Netanyahu with a notice of intent to sue. 

The notice reportedly said that his posts "had no iota of truth to them" and that Molad stopped receiving 
money from the NIF last year. 

Yair Netanyahu was also publicly rebuked by the children of former Israeli leader Ehud Olmert, who were 
targeted in his post, along with the children of former leaders Shimon Peres and Ariel Sharon. 

Mr Netanyahu claimed in his post that the other leaders' children did not come under the same scrutiny as 
him. 

His claims included an insinuation that one of Mr Olmert's sons had an "interesting relationship with a 
Palestinian man" that affected national security. 

Mr Olmert's son Ariel fired back on Facebook, denying he was gay, dismissing the claims as a fabrication and 
accusing the younger Netanyahu of "racism and homophobia". 

Ariel Olmert added that he works for a living, never slept in the Prime Minister's residence and "on principle, 
try to pick up my dog's doody". 

His older brother Shaul then chimed in, calling Yair Netanyahu a fascist thug. 

A family under scrutiny 

The online exchanges have revived criticism of the Netanyahu family's perceived hedonism and sense of 
entitlement, at a time when the Prime Minister faces multiple corruption allegations. 

Israeli police on Thursday disclosed that Benjamin Netanyahu is suspected of fraud, breach of trust and 
bribes in a pair of cases, just as his son was being pilloried in the press. 

Yair Netanyahu has also been questioned — though not as a suspect — about a corruption scandal in which 
his father was asked by police "under caution" about ties to executives in media, international business and 
Hollywood. 
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Benjamin Netanyahu and his wife, Sara, are said to have received more than $125,000 worth of cigars and 
liquor from Hollywood producer Arnon Milchan, who reportedly asked Mr Netanyahu to press the US 
Secretary of State in a visa matter. 

Australian billionaire James Packer has reportedly lavished Yair with gifts that included extended stays at 
luxury hotels in Tel Aviv, New York and Aspen, Colorado, as well as the use of his private jet and dozens of 
tickets for concerts by Mr Packer's former fiancee, Mariah Carey. 

Police are trying to determine whether these constitute bribes, since Mr Packer is reportedly seeking Israeli 
residency status for tax purposes. 

The Prime Minister has repeatedly denied any wrongdoing, portraying the accusations as a witch hunt 
against him and his family by a hostile media. 

His office declined to comment on Thursday about the latest affair. 

AP 
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