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Bob Carr says former colleague Mark Dreyfus tried to silence 

him over Israel settlements 

Sean Nicholls, Published: July 31 2017 - 12:15AM 

Former foreign minister Bob Carr has accused his erstwhile cabinet colleague Mark Dreyfus of an 
extraordinary attempt to "silence" him over his criticism of Israeli settlements on the West Bank. 

Mr Carr says early in the 2016 federal election campaign, Mr Dreyfus, a former attorney-general 
and member for the Victorian seat of Isaacs, along with the member for Melbourne Ports, Michael Danby, 
sought a meeting with wealthy businessman Huang Xiangmo. 

Mr Carr had left politics and was director of the Australia-China Relationships Institute, at the time funded by 
Mr Huang. 

According to Mr Carr, the purpose of the visit "was to protest that I had the audacity to occasionally criticise 
Israel for spreading settlements on the West Bank", he told journalist and former Middle East correspondent 
John Lyons for his memoir Balcony Over Jerusalem. 

"As it happened, I simply restated the policy of the Labor government that Dreyfus and I had been a part of 
and I used language little different from that used by the Obama administration. 

http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/bob-carr-says-former-colleague-mark-dreyfus-tried-to-silence-him-over-israel-settlements-20170730-gxlr95.html
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"The implication of the Dreyfus-Danby meeting with Huang was that he should use his position as financial 
supporter of the think tank that employed me to press me to cease expressing my opinion about Israel." 

Mr Carr says the meeting was "without any doubt, an attempt to pull levers to silence me from making 
points I'd made, on behalf of the last Labor government of which Dreyfus and I were part". 

In response, Mr Dreyfus told Lyons: "Bob Carr is not speaking on behalf of the former Labor government, 
and should not pretend to do so. The meeting to which Mr Carr refers was private." 

Mr Carr told Fairfax Media: "I just saw it an another manifestation of the bullying that the Israel lobby 
resorts to." 

Mr Carr's disclosure comes as the NSW Labor conference at Sydney Town Hall on Sunday passed a motion 
moved by him that "urges the next Labor government to recognise Palestine". 

The proposal sparked opposition from some pro-Israeli members of the ALP right faction, prompting a 
meeting last week between Mr Carr, general secretary Kaila Murnain and others, including former NSW 
union chief Michael Easson. 

Following discussions, the motion was extended to support "the recognition and right of Israel and Palestine 
to exist within secure and recognised borders". 

Fairfax Media understands that Mr Easson at one stage proposed that the motion not be spoken to at the 
conference, but simply tabled without debate. 

The Australia Israel Labor Dialogue (AILD) described the amended motion as "a major setback" for Mr Carr. 

"Two states for two people living side by side in peace and security with negotiated borders is the only way 
forward to break this intractable conflict," said the AILD executive director, Greg Holland. 

"Unilateral declarations one way or the other do nothing to advance peace." 

But Mr Carr told Fairfax Media: "This is an historic shift." 

"It would have been hard to imagining this happening three years ago, but it's driven by the growth of 
settlements and the resistance of most of [Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin] Netanyahu's cabinet to the very 
concept of a Palestinian state," he said. 

NSW upper house Labor MP Shaoquett Moselmane, who has been instrumental in pushing for the change, 
said it was "a historic win for the Palestinian people; a win for the  ALP standing up for justice for a long 
oppressed people." 

NSW Jewish Board of Deputies chief executive Vic Alhadeff said: "This is a better outcome than what was 
originally proposed in the conference booklet, and we applaud the efforts by many within the Labor Party 
who worked hard to achieve a more balanced resolution." 

This story was found at: http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/bob-carr-says-former-colleague-mark-dreyfus-tried-
to-silence-him-over-israel-settlements-20170730-gxlr95.html 
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NSW Labor urges next ALP federal government to recognise 

Palestine 

Sean Nicholls, Published: July 30 2017 - 6:40PM 

The NSW Labor conference has passed what is being hailed as a "historic" motion that urges the next federal 
Labor government to recognise Palestine. 

http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/nsw-labor-urges-next-alp-federal-government-to-recognise-palestine-20170730-gxludc.html
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The motion, put by former foreign minister and NSW premier Bob Carr, passed the conference on Sunday 
night. 

The original motion had sparked opposition from some pro-Israeli members of the ALP right faction, 
prompting a meeting last week between Mr Carr, general secretary Kaila Murnain and others, including 
former NSW union chief Michael Easson. 

Following discussions, the motion was extended to also support "the recognition and right of Israel and 
Palestine to exist within secure and recognised borders". 

Fairfax Media understands that Mr Easson at one stage proposed that the motion not be spoken to at the 
conference, but simply tabled without debate. 

The Australia Israel Labor Dialogue described the amended motion as "a major setback" for Mr Carr. 

"Two states for two people living side by side in peace and security with negotiated borders is the only way 
forward to break this intractable conflict," AILD executive director Greg Holland said. 

"Unilateral declarations one way or the other do nothing to advance peace." 

But Mr Carr told Fairfax Media: "This is an historic shift." 

"It would have been hard to imagine this happening three years ago, but it's driven by the growth of 
settlements and the resistance of most of [Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin] Netanyahu's cabinet to the very 
concept of a Palestinian state," he said. 

NSW upper house Labor MP Shaoquett Moselmane, who has been instrumental in pushing for the change, 
said it was "a historic win for the Palestinian people; a win for the  ALP standing up for justice for a long 
oppressed people". 

NSW Jewish Board of Deputies chief executive Vic Alhadeff said: "This is a better outcome than what was 
originally proposed in the conference booklet, and we applaud the efforts by many within the Labor Party 
who worked hard to achieve a more balanced resolution." 

The NSW Labor Israel Action Committee vowed to oppose Mr Carr's "continued activity on Israel". 

Committee patron and NSW Parliamentary Friends of Israel deputy chair Walt Secord said: "This was a tough 
battle and involved hours of internal debate and discussion, but it was important to restore balance and to 
fight for a two state solution and Israel's right to exist within safe and secure border." 

This story was found at: http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/nsw-labor-urges-next-alp-federal-government-to-
recognise-palestine-20170730-gxludc.html  
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NSW ALP set to back Palestine despite 'furious' lobbying by 

Israeli government 

James Robertson, Published: July 30 2017 - 4:18PM 

Labor leader Bill Shorten will be under increasing pressure to recognise Palestine after the party's NSW 
conference appears set to make an "historic" push to do so, despite some MPs complaining about "furious" 
lobbying by the Israeli embassy - something the diplomatic mission denies. 

On Friday afternoon shortly before NSW Labor Right figures met to negotiate on the wording of a proposal 
that would "urge" a future federal Labor government to recognise a Palestinian state, state MPs received an 
email. 

http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/nsw-alp-set-to-back-palestine-despite-furious-lobbying-by-israeli-government-20170729-gxldht.html
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/nsw-alp-set-to-back-palestine-despite-furious-lobbying-by-israeli-government-20170729-gxldht.html
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"Time and again throughout its history Israel has extended a hand of peace only to have it rejected by the 
Palestinians," the three-page document from the Public Affairs Section of the Israeli Embassy labelled as a 
fact sheet and obtained by Fairfax Media, reads. "The international community must speak up against the 
culture of oppression, genocidal rhetoric, terror and incitement that is prevalent among the Palestinians." 

Former Premier Bob Carr told Fairfax Media there had been a "furious" lobbying campaign against the 
motion, which will "urge" a future federal Labor government to recognise Palestine and be voted on by 800 
party conference delegates on Sunday. 

But the Israeli embassy in Canberra, not reachable on Saturday, hit back a day later at those claims and 
decried as "completely false" claims made anonymously by some members of the Labor caucus that the e-
mails had been targeted but rather sent to all elected representatives. 

"The fact sheet referred to the issue of a unilateral recognition of a Palestinian state and the dangers that it 
holds," a spokeswoman said. "We consider it not only our legitimate right, but rather our important duty, to 
convey the truth regarding this topic". 

Former foreign minister and NSW Premier Bob Carr said: "It's an honour to be asked by the party to move 
an historic motion that supports recognition of Palestine and to do so in the face of a furious lobbying 
campaign." 

The final motion, unlike that originally presented to conference, includes an affirmation of a two-state 
solution and supports Israel's right to exist "within secure and recognised borders" something pro-Israel 
Labor MPs said was a significant watering down of what had been a provocatively worded motion. 

Some MPs in the right faction dismissed the addition as mere boilerplate but another observer said the 
phrase "within secure and recognised borders" could prove highly significant in future Labor recognition 
debates. 

But the embassy spokeswoman denied that its information campaign had been "furious" or untoward and 
that it had an "open dialogue" with Labor and advocated bi-partisan support for Israel. 

"We are simply doing our job," the spokeswoman said. "We are ironically accused of "furiously" acting by the 
one who is evidently furious that we are doing our job by shedding light on some  of the false misleading 
claims which he promotes." Mr Carr caused a fissure in the Gillard government by advocating abstaining on a 
motion before the UN on upgrading Palestine's official observer status, when the then-PM advocated voting 
against the proposal. 

Mr Carr later wrote in his memoirs that the former prime minister was overly influenced by the Israel lobby 
and constituents in Melbourne. 

Backers say the motion is an historic break for Labor, whose support for Israel dates back to the 1940s and 
support of the state by party legend and former UN General Assembly President, Doc Evatt. 

But that support, particularly in the NSW Right, has been weakening recently, particularly as the party relies 
more heavily on voters descended from middle-eastern countries in Sydney's west for its supporter base. 

Earlier this month frontbencher Tanya Plibersek said foreign affairs was a matter for the party's national 
conference and would not be determined by state branches. 

But state conferences can influence policy debate significantly, party insiders say. Queensland Labor's 
conference this weekend also reportedly backed recognition. 

At Labor's last national conference leader Bill Shorten's Victorian Right faction opposed any change to policy 
on Palestinian recognition. 

Correction: This article has been updated to include a response from the Israeli embassy. 

This story was found at: http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/nsw-alp-set-to-back-palestine-despite-furious-
lobbying-by-israeli-government-20170729-gxldht.html 
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No stopping shift from Israel 

The Australian, 12:00AM July 31, 2017, TROY BRAMSTON 

The motion passed this weekend goes further than ever before to bind Labor closer to Palestine. It is a 
significant defeat for Bill Shorten, his belligerent Victorian right faction and the aggressive Israel lobby, who 
applied immense pressure on Labor MPs and party officials in recent weeks. 

There is no mention of a “two-state solution” as a precondition to supporting Palestinian statehood or any 
reference to “consulting” with “like-minded” nations before granting recognition — the current federal 
policy — which gives Labor wriggle room. 

It is now clear that Labor’s next national conference, due next year, will support unconditional recognition of 
Palestinian statehood in defiance of the party leader. 

On Saturday, the Queensland and ACT Labor conferences called for a future Labor government to 
“immediately recognise the state of Palestine”. South Australian and Tasmanian Labor have already adopted 
the policy of recognising Palestine without qualification. 

Labor’s rank-and-file membership, state and federal MPs, and unions aligned with left and right factions, are 
now unequivocally pro-Palestine. However, the state Labor motions appropriately support the right of both 
Israel and Palestine “to exist within secure and recognised borders”. 

Shorten’s pro-Israel Victorian right faction remains isolated within the party. The claims that pro-Palestine 
motions from branches could be torpedoed, or at least watered down, were nothing but bluster. 

The conference buzzed with talk that the Israeli government, primarily through its embassy in Canberra, was 
frantically lobbying Labor figures not to move so dramatically against Israel. The Palestinians were also 
lobbying energetically, but are smarter about it. 

The motion adopted by NSW Labor is significant because it is the largest branch of the party and the 
traditionally moderate and pragmatic right faction — which Shorten depends on for his leadership — 
controls it. 

Labor has been moving inexorably in this direction for years. There are several factors: the changing ethnic 
demographics in Labor seats finds little support for Israel; the growing global backlash against Israel’s 
settlement policy in the West Bank and East Jerusalem; the stalled Middle East peace process; the stridently 
right-wing government of Benjamin Netanyahu; and some canny lobbying within Labor. 

Bob Carr, who has become a target of the Israel lobby, has been instrumental in urging the quantum change 
within Labor. A few months ago, Bob Hawke said Australia should join the 130-plus other nations and grant 
diplomatic recognition to Palestine. So did Kevin Rudd and Gareth Evans. 

Shorten is a shrewd political deal-maker and powerbroker. On Palestine, seeing the writing on the wall, he 
was clever enough not to intervene. 

 
  

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/author/Troy+Bramston
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NEWS.COM.AU, 30JUL2017, http://www.news.com.au/national/breaking-news/nsw-labor-resolve-to-
recognise-palestine/news-story/ccf34956be796b4fd489432ad8df0cb9 

NSW Labor resolve to recognise Palestine 

JULY 30, 20177:16PM, Perry Duffin, Australian Associated Press 

NSW Labor will unconditionally recognise Palestine and push to make Australia the 138th nation to do so if it 
takes power. 

A campaign within NSW Labor, headed by former premier Bob Carr, won almost unanimous support from 
delegates at the state conference on Sunday. 

Mr Carr proposed the party would need to recognise Palestine - along with Israel - in order to save the two-
state solution which affirms the right of both nations to exist within secure borders. 

"As the oldest, the greatest, the biggest state branch we can't afford to be stranded in history," Mr Carr said. 

"It is time now for another historic shift in Labor party foreign policy. 

"We must balance our just recognition of Israel with the equally just recognition of Palestine." 

Currently, 137 nations recognise Palestine as a state - but not the United States, Australia or New Zealand. 

NSW Labor's previous position was more conciliatory, stating that it would consult with other like-minded 
nations to work toward the recognition of Palestine if no progress toward a two-state solution was made 
with Israel. 

But now Labor NSW joins sister branches in the ACT, Tasmania and Queensland, the South Australian Labor 
government and former leaders Bob Hawke and Kevin Rudd in backing Palestinian statehood. 

"You did the just and right thing by a crushed and maginalised people who aspire, within the rules, to 
something Israel has enjoyed since 1948 - and that is a land of their own," Mr Carr said ahead of the vote. 

Only a single voice, from the hundreds of delegates packed into Sydney's Town Hall, could be heard voting 
against the motion. 

The NSW Labor Israeli Action Committee vowed to continue to oppose Mr Carr's "obsessive campaign" and 
claimed it has successfully forced him to recognise Israel's right to exist. 

"It was important to restore the balance and to fight for a two-state solution and Israel's right to exist within 
safe and secure borders," LIAC patron Walt Secord said in a statement provided to AAP following the vote. 

The LIAC was re-assured by the support from within the party who wanted to see a peaceful resolution to 
the Middle East conflict, but also wanted to see an appropriate recognition of Israel, Mr Secord said. 

 
THE DAILY TELEGRAPH, http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/bob-carr-delivers-propalestine-policy-
headache-to-bill-shorten/news-story/29060e3d1b6a5c9f073045578f103e12  

Bob Carr delivers pro-Palestine policy headache to Bill 

Shorten 

Andrew Clennell, The Daily Telegraph, July 30, 2017 11:30pm 

BILL Shorten faces an international policy headache after former foreign affairs minister Bob Carr won 
through with a NSW Labor conference motion to “recognise Palestine”. 

http://www.news.com.au/national/breaking-news/nsw-labor-resolve-to-recognise-palestine/news-story/ccf34956be796b4fd489432ad8df0cb9
http://www.news.com.au/national/breaking-news/nsw-labor-resolve-to-recognise-palestine/news-story/ccf34956be796b4fd489432ad8df0cb9
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/bob-carr-delivers-propalestine-policy-headache-to-bill-shorten/news-story/29060e3d1b6a5c9f073045578f103e12
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/bob-carr-delivers-propalestine-policy-headache-to-bill-shorten/news-story/29060e3d1b6a5c9f073045578f103e12
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/nsw-labor-conference-heads-for-untidy-solution-to-israelpalestine-support/news-story/0723a8a7fe677b7fe11bd6b3d9ae1b4e
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A compromise deal negotiated by Mr Carr, former state minister Eric Roozendaal and Labor’s general 
secretary Kaila Murnain led to a conference vote to “support the recognition and right of Israel and Palestine 
to exist within secure and recognised borders” and “urges the next Labor government to recognise 
Palestine”. 

The motion will now go to the party’s national conference next year for debate. 

After the vote, former staffer to Mr Carr and state shadow health minister Walt Secord said Mr Carr had 
been “obsessive” on the issue. 

“I think Bill Shorten would be open-minded,” Mr Carr told The Daily Telegraph after the vote. “I have got real 
confidence that he’ll observe how his party is thinking and voting.” 

The former premier opened up on the floor during the debate, exclaiming that: “66 per cent of the Israeli 
cabinet are now on record opposing there ever being a Palestinian state. The settlements keep coming.” 

He said the Israeli parliament passed a law allowing the seizure of Palestinian land even where land title 
existed. 

Mr Carr said Australia recognised Saudi Arabia and North Korea without conditions and, “We recognise the 
US (even with a leader) lacking in probity and lacking in sanity.” 

He said “137 nations out of 193 recognise Palestine. 

“Hawke, Rudd, Gareth Evans recommend this move. There was a time for Whitlam going to China, a time for 
independence for East Timor. 

“If the late great Gough Whitlam were with us in this conference, he would be intoning, ‘Men and women of 
Australia, it is time to recognise Palestine.’” 

Former senator and international relations committee chairman Michael Forshaw said it was important to 
note “100 per cent of Hamas do not support the state of Israel” and “there are about 48 countries who 
refuse to recognise Israel. 

“There are issues to be dealt with in both sides,” Mr Forshaw said. 

Mr Secord said the Labor Israel Action Committee had vowed to continue to oppose Mr Carr on the issue. 

“This was a tough battle and involved hours of internal debate and discussion but it was important to restore 
balance and to fight for a two-state solution and Israel’s right to exist within safe and secure borders,” he 
said. 

Mr Secord accused Mr Carr of waging an “obsessive campaign for the past three years”. 

 
THE AUSTRALIAN, 27JUL2017, http://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/australia-should-recognise-
palestine-to-push-for-peace-with-israel/news-story/3cbe28dd7dc58f6f66f9aac6369424f2  

Australia should recognise Palestine to push for peace with 

Israel 

IZZAT ABDULHADI, The Australian, 12:00AM July 27, 2017 

The push for recognition of the State of Palestine within the Labor Party is too momentous to be discussed 
solely in the context of factional infighting. Support for the Palestinian right to self-determination transcends 
factional and partisan divides. The merits of recognising this right speak for themselves. 

The push for recognition is backed by overwhelming support among the Labor rank and file as well as among 
Australians more broadly. A Roy Morgan poll this year showed that 73 per cent of Australians support 
recognising Palestinian statehood. 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/national/labor-to-cast-israel-adrift-after-40-years/news-story/8fd6a3f35bc134269bba7cd881c59073
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/national/labor-to-cast-israel-adrift-after-40-years/news-story/8fd6a3f35bc134269bba7cd881c59073
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/australia-should-recognise-palestine-to-push-for-peace-with-israel/news-story/3cbe28dd7dc58f6f66f9aac6369424f2
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/australia-should-recognise-palestine-to-push-for-peace-with-israel/news-story/3cbe28dd7dc58f6f66f9aac6369424f2
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This widespread support stems from the fact self-determination is a right enshrined in international law, 
international treaties and UN resolutions. The right of Palestinians to self-determination is not one of the 
issues that is open to negotiation with Israel, the international community or ALP factions. 

By recognising the Palestinian state, Australia will recognise the right of Palestinians to freely determine 
their political status and pursue economic, social and cultural development within their state — the 
foundations of self-determination. 

Recognition will solidify Australia’s reputation as a good international citizen and increase its soft power by 
aligning its position with that of international law, the UN and the vast majority of the international 
community. 

More than two-thirds of the world (138 states) have already recognised Palestine, including like-minded 
states such as Sweden and the Vatican. 

It is time for Australia to add its name to this growing list. 

Australian recognition will contribute to the peace process between Israel and Palestine by creating a more 
equal balance of power — a necessary condition for achieving a sustainable solution to the conflict. It also 
will provide hope to the Palestinian people, symbolising that their struggle for self-determination has not 
been forgotten by the international community. 

This symbolic gesture is urgently needed, as the hope for peace is being squeezed out of Palestinians by the 
tightening grip of the Israeli occupation. 

Pro-Palestine is not synonymous with anti-Israel. It is not a zero-sum game. Continuation of a meaningful 
peace process, aided by recognition, is in the long-term interests of both nations, despite the views of the 
incumbent hardline Israeli government. 

In the words of eminent just-war theorist Michael Walzer, “good borders make good neighbours”. Finding a 
just solution to the Israeli-Palestinian dispute will contribute to peace and stability in the region. The 
Palestinian cause will no longer be able to be hijacked by extremist groups for their own agendas. In the age 
of globalised terror threats, this will contribute to global security more broadly. 

Unfortunately, direct negotiations between Israel and Palestine have failed. 

The vastly unequal balance of power between the two nations means that Israel has sought to dictate, not 
negotiate, terms. As a basis for the Oslo Accords and the two-state solution, Palestinians made a historic 
compromise — to accept a state on 22 per cent of the total land area of historic Palestine. They cannot be 
asked to make compromise after compromise as they watch their land torn out from under them. Any 
solution based on unequal terms will not be sustainable. 

Every day, additional Israeli settlements, unequivocally declared illegal by international law, are being built 
on public and privately owned Palestinian land. These land grabs have escalated dramatically, with the 
announcement of 5500 new settlement houses already this year. 

Through its illegal settlement project, Israel is imposing a one-state reality. 

If Palestinians were to be granted equal civil and political rights in one state, creating a secular and 
democratic state for Israelis and Palestinians alike, then problem solved. 

Unfortunately, this will never be acceptable to Israel, as it is a nation founded on its exclusive Jewish 
character. 

The alternative, which is the blatant intention of Israel’s present government, is the continuation of the 
status quo and the creation of one apartheid state. 

South African international law expert and former judge at the International Court of Justice John Dugard 
believes the threshold into an apartheid state was crossed years ago. The moral repugnance of such a state 
needs no explanation. 
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This is why the two-state solution remains the only immediate solution. 

Perhaps in the future, once the occupation has ended and Israelis and Palestinians have engaged in large-
scale reconciliation, some form of federation between the two states can be negotiated. 

Until then, self-determination for Palestinians in their own sovereign, democratic and secular state is the 
goal. 

Australian recognition of Palestine is another brick in the path to this goal. 

Certainly, the present state of governance in Palestine is by no means perfect. Palestinian politics is 
characterised by deep divisions. However, the Palestinian Authority has done a remarkable job in providing 
vital services to the Palestinian people and building internationally lauded institutions, given the immense 
constraints of the occupation. These achievements have been recognised widely by the World Bank, 
International Monetary Fund, the UN, the EU and the US, among others. 

For democratic institutionalisation and the state-building process to continue, the occupation must end. 
Palestine recognised the State of Israel in 1993 and has reiterated this recognition on multiple occasions. In 
1947, the UN partition plan for Palestine proposed two states for two peoples. In 1949, Australia recognised 
one of these states. It is time to recognise the other. 

Izzat Abdulhadi is head of the general delegation of Palestine to Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific. 

 

 
THE GUARDIAN, 30JUL2017, https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/jul/30/nsw-labor-
conference-backs-recognition-of-palestine-and-two-state-solution  

NSW Labor conference backs recognition of Palestine and two-

state solution 

Delegates urge next federal Labor government to recognise the state in move likely to influence the outcome 
at the party’s national conference 

Katherine Murphy, Political Editor 

The New South Wales Labor conference has urged the next federal Labor government to recognise Palestine 
in a development likely to flow through to the party’s national conference next July. 

The motion carried by delegates in Sydney on Sunday night affirmed the two-state solution, and it 
recognised Israel and Palestine’s right to exist “within secure and recognised borders” before urging the next 
Labor government to recognise Palestine. 

The references to the two-state solution and the right to exist secure state borders were added during 
backroom negotiations in the lead-up to the vote. 

Separate pro-Palestine motions also passed Labor conferences in Queensland and the Australian Capital 
Territory over the weekend.  

The former NSW premier and federal foreign affairs minister, Bob Carr, has been spearheading the internal 
effort to push Labor towards the diplomatic recognition of Palestine. 

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/jul/30/nsw-labor-conference-backs-recognition-of-palestine-and-two-state-solution
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/jul/30/nsw-labor-conference-backs-recognition-of-palestine-and-two-state-solution
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/new-south-wales
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/dec/28/the-two-state-solution-in-the-middle-east-all-you-need-to-know
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/bob-carr
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Carr told the conference if Gough Whitlam was still alive, and on the floor on Sunday, he would be urging 
delegates to recognise Palestine. He told delegates to go back to their branches and report the passage of 
the motion with “pride”. 

The proposal passed with only a couple of voices heard in opposition. 

Carr later told Guardian Australia the only way to save the two-state solution was for countries to give 
diplomatic recognition to Palestine. 

He said the positions adopted at the state conferences would influence the outcome at the party’s national 
conference and likely lead to further strengthening of the national policy position. 

“I think you can say these conferences point to a consensus between the left and the NSW right factions,” 
Car said. 

While every increment of change in Labor’s stance on Israel triggers a flurry of lobbying, and an internal 
battle – Labor has been moving in the direction of adopting a more pro-Palestinian stance since 2012. 

The last ALP national conference in July 2015 passed the strongest resolution yet seen at the national level. 

The form of words adopted by the national conference says if “there is no progress in the next round of the 
peace process, a future Labor government will discuss joining like-minded nations who have already 
recognised Palestine and announcing the conditions and timelines for the Australian recognition of a 
Palestinian state, with the objective of contributing to peace and security in the Middle East”. 

The conference resolution of 2015 was resisted strenuously at the national conference by senior players in 
the Victorian right, which is the federal Labor leader Bill Shorten’s factional grouping. 

But the Victorian right was outflanked on the conference floor by the NSW right. 

Shorten faced a new round of public pressure earlier this year to move Labor towards a more pro-Palestine 
position ahead of a visit to Australia by the Israeli prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Ahead of Netanyahu’s visit, the former Labor prime minister Bob Hawke argued it was time to recognise the 
state of Palestine because the humanitarian principles underpinning the Jewish state were being “trashed by 
the inexorable expansion of ... settlement in the West Bank”. 

Hawke was joined in that call by Gareth Evans, a former Labor foreign minister, as well as Carr, who has 
spearheaded the pro-Palestine push inside the NSW right faction for several years. 

As well as the Palestine motion, the NSW Labor conference also saw lively debates on strengthening the 
workplace industrial relations framework, and on economic policy. 

Shorten used the opportunity of the conference to unveil a 30% tax rate on distributions from discretionary 
trusts in an effort to crack down on income splitting and aggressive tax minimisation by high-wealth 
individuals. 

A number of trade union delegates used debates on motions to declare the federal workplace relations 
framework “broken”. 

Ahead of a signal expected from federal Labor this week on some of the changes it will take to the next 
federal election on workplace relations, Dave McKinley from the Electrical Trades Union declared: “We need 
to tear the bloody [Fair Work Act] up, we need to burn it and start again.” 

Brian Parker from the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union declared the current laws “rat shit” 
and he said he hoped the union movement “with our lawyers” would be at the forefront of efforts to rewrite 
the legislation. 
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