
AFOPA Media Report – 

!  

 

Gaza electricity crisis: 'It is the worst I can remember – but 
we expect it to get worse' 
Peter BeaumontMonday 10 July 2017 15.00 AEST 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/10/gaza-electricity-crisis-it-is-the-worst-i-
can-remember-mahmoud-abbas 

 
Ayman Nasser and Ashraf Kasqin sit outside a shop in the al-Shati refugee camp in Gaza 
City during the electricity crisis. Photograph: Peter Beaumont for the Guardian 

In Imad Shlayl’s electronics shop in Gaza City, the customers crowding his store are 
interested in only two products: LED lights and the batteries to power them. 
In the already impoverished Gaza Strip, residents have learned to adapt to the fact that 
electricity is only available for between two and four hours a day. 
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But fresh anger was sparked when availability was cut further last month, at the request of 
the Palestinian president, Mahmoud Abbas, in an escalation of his conflict with Hamas, the 
Islamist group that wrested control of the Gaza strip from forces loyal to Abbas 10 years 
ago. 
The shortages have defined how people live their lives: getting up in the middle of the 
night, if there is power, to run washing machines or turn on water pumps. 
Only the wealthy few have frequent, long-lasting access to electricity to power lights and 
fans and fridges, televisions and wifi routers, in Gaza’s stifling summer heat. 
“We used to sell all sorts of things,” says Shlayl. “But it’s different these days. All we sell is 
batteries and chargers. Because the crisis is so deep we are selling 100 batteries a day when 
normally we would sell 20.” 
Gaza requires 430 megawatts of power to meet daily demand, but receives only half that. 
Sixty megawatts are supplied by its solitary power station, now short on fuel, while the rest 
is supplied by Israel and funded by Abbas’s West Bank-based Palestinian Authority (PA). 
Abbas’s move to cut supplies to Gaza, which is already under a joint Israeli and Egyptian 
blockade – now in its 11th year – has quickly made him a hate figure among many Gazans, 
who question why he is punishing 2 million fellow Palestinians in what appears to be an 
attempt to force Hamas to relinquish control of the territory. 
Though business is good for Shlayl, he is angry at the fresh shortages faced by Gazans that 
affect all areas of life, from hospital emergency wards to clean water supplies. 
“I’ve not done anything to be punished by anyone. It is the worst I can remember but we 
are expecting it to get worse and worse,” he said. “Not just electricity, but other things as 
well. We are in a very deep descent.” 
As well as cutting electricity, the PA has cut salaries for its employees in Gaza by upwards 
of 30% , prompting thousands to protest on the streets of Gaza city. 
Residents also blame Abbas for a backlog in processing the medical referral process for 
those needing to travel out of Gaza for treatment, although who is at fault in that issue is 
less clear cut. 
The problems facing Gaza – where high levels of unemployment are endemic – is most 
obvious in the poorest areas. 
In Gaza City’s al-Shati refugee camp, home to the head of Hamas’s political bureau, Ismail 
Haniyeh, whole housing blocks were dark, while in others only a handful of windows were 
weakly illuminated. 
In the one-room kiosk selling pigeons and chickens that he manages, just off the camp’s 
main market, Ayman Nasser, 32, is sitting on the street with his friends in search of a sea 
breeze. 
His face is illuminated by the light of his mobile phone. He has one battery-powered light 
burning in his shop. 
“Part of the problem is that we don’t have any news. Who should we blame for this? 
Hamas, Israelis, Abbas?” he said. 
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A Palestinian girl reads by candlelight due to a power cut at the Jabalia camp in Gaza City. 
Photograph: Anadolu Agency/Getty Images 
His friend, Ashraf Kashqin, interrupts: “It is all connected to politics, but it is us who is 
getting played by the two sides.” 
If there is a question that all the Palestinians in Gaza are asking, it is what the ageing and 
remote Abbas hopes to achieve, not least whether he hopes the cuts will lead to an 
insurrection against Hamas following demonstrations linked to the power supply in 
January. 
While a senior official in the Fatah-led government on the West Bank said last month that 
the aim behind the move by the PA – which has been paying $12m (£9m) a month for the 
electricity Israel supplies to Gaza – was to “dry up Hamas’s financial resources”, others are 
dubious about the timing, the motive and the real impact. 
Among them are human rights groups, such as Amnesty International, who have warned it 
could turn Gaza’s long-running crisis into a major disaster already hitting hospitals and 
waste treatment plants. 
“For 10 years the siege has unlawfully deprived Palestinians in Gaza of their most basic 
rights and necessities. Under the burden of the illegal blockade and three armed conflicts, 
the economy has sharply declined and humanitarian conditions have deteriorated severely. 
The latest power cuts risk turning an already dire situation into a full-blown humanitarian 
catastrophe,” said Magdalena Mughrabi, of the group. 
Then there is the question of timing. “Abbas is probably the only one who knows why he is 
doing this to Gaza,” adds Mohameir Abu Sa’da, a political science professor at Al Azhar 
University and analyst. 
“I honestly don’t buy what he has been saying for the last three months: that he will take 
exceptional measures against Hamas to put pressure on it to give up control of the Gaza 
Strip. 
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Staff in Imad Shlayl’s electronics shop in Gaza City test a battery storage system, a popular 
product in the midst of Gaza’s worst electricity crisis in recent memory. Photograph: Peter 
Beaumont for the Guardian 
“I don’t buy it because it does not explain why he waited 10 years to put pressure like this 
on Hamas? 
“Honestly speaking, if he had done it in the first few months, the split would have been 
resolved. And now Abbas is not punishing Hamas he is punishing 2 million Palestinians. I 
mean, Hamas leaders have giant generators. It is the poor people who are suffering. 
“Another thing that does not make sense is, how do you explain cutting salaries to the 
people who are supposed to be most loyal to the Palestinian Authority and Abbas. The 
same people who have been arrested and tortured by Hamas?” 
Sa’da is also dubious whether Abbas’s extreme measure against Gaza can work, pointing to 
the fact that Hamas has survived a decade of blockade and three wars with Israel. 
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Gaza’s solitary power plant for its 2 million residents, which has been running at a fraction 
of its capacity. Photograph: Peter Beaumont for the Guardian 
“Every time Hamas is under pressure they are able to invent new ways to go around the 
siege,” he said. “This is not a productive way against Hamas. If he thinks Palestinians in 
Gaza will revolt against Hamas, then Abbas is mistaken.” 
Taher al-Nounou, an adviser to Haniyeh, suggested the electricity crisis had been 
engineered largely to distract attention from Abbas’s own failures. 
“Abbas wants to create a hostile environment against Hamas in Gaza, but he has failed in 
this. [His first motive] is the failure of his political path during the last 11 years because no 
one is asking him what he has achieved in 11 years for the Palestinian people.” 
He believes Abbas’s latest moves will only bring further woes for his fellow Palestinians. 
“If, in the past, you asked ordinary people here who was responsible for the difficulties in 
Gaza, people would have said Israel or Hamas or maybe Abbas. Now if you ask they’ll say 
Abbas.” 

Hamas seeks help from Palestinian foe to relieve pressure 
on Gaza 
Peter BeaumontSunday 9 July 2017 15.00 AEST 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/09/hamas-seeks-help-from-
palestinian-foe-to-relieve-pressure-on-gaza 
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Palestinian youths hold a framed portrait of Mohammed Dahlan, an exiled senior Fatah 
official and rival to Mahmoud Abbas, during a wedding in Gaza City last month. 
Photograph: Mohammed Abed/AFP/Getty Images 

Gaza’s Hamas movement is seeking a rapprochement with the Palestinian leader once 
regarded as its greatest enemy, as the Islamist group faces unprecedented challenges from 
all sides. 
Hamas’s leadership is in talks with Mohammed Dahlan – the exiled former Fatah leader in 
Gaza whose supporters Hamas defeated when it wrested control of the territory in 2007 in 
a brief but bloody civil war – amid hopes he can persuade Egypt to come to the aid of 
Gazans struggling under the decade-long Israeli-led blockade. 
The moves come as Hamas’s position has been weakened by recent developments in the 
region, including Saudi-led moves against Qatar, once a major financial contributor to 
Gaza. 
Hamas is also under further pressure from a new, aggressive policy by the Palestinian 
Authority president, Mahmoud Abbas, who governs in the West Bank, and who last month 
asked Israel to substantially cut its electricity supply to Gaza’s 2 million residents. 
The electricity crisis, aimed at forcing Hamas to return the territory to the PA’s control, 
comes on top of Gaza’s many other woes. Abbas has also cut the salaries of thousands of 
former PA employees, many his supporters, who he had instructed not to work for the 
Hamas government. 
Israel’s increasing restrictions on exit permits for Gaza residents, an escalating sewage 
crisis that is contaminating the strip’s beaches, and high levels of unemployment, are all 
contributing to a mounting sense of exhaustion in the strip. 
And for Hamas, the pressure from Abbas has followed other setbacks for the Islamist 
group on the international front, most recently the loss of Turkish backing in the renewal 
of relations between Israel and Turkey. 
Faced with its mounting problems, Hamas has sought reconciliation with Dahlan, a key 
Abbas rival, who advises the crown prince of Abu Dhabi, Mohammed bin Zayed, and is 
close to Egypt’s president Abdel Fattah al-Sisi as well as Saudi Arabia’s new crown prince 
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Mohammed bin Salman – all key figures in the recent Saudi-led moves against Qatar and 
Iran. 
The most visible sign so far of a thaw in relations with Cairo and Dahlan was the 
announcement last week that Hamas will construct a buffer zone along the Egyptian 
border, demanded by Cairo to prevent the movement of Salafist militants between Gaza 
and northern Sinai and the smuggled goods that they rely on for income. 
Abbas and Egypt’s Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi met on Sunday amid the signs of rapprochement 
between Cairo and Hamas. Speaking on condition of anonymity, officials close to Abbas 
said he had requested the meeting to seek clarifications on the emerging deal with Dahlan, 
who is expected to eventually return to Gaza and handle its foreign relations. 
The hope – among Hamas officials involved at least – is that Cairo will eventually reopen 
the southern Rafah border crossing that connects Gaza with Egypt, and the outside world, 
which would represent the most significant warming in relations since the 2013 overthrow 
of the Hamas-friendly Muslim Brotherhood regime in Egypt under Mohammed Morsi. 
The overtures, say insiders, have been driven by Hamas’s new and reclusive leader in Gaza, 
Yahya Sinwar, who grew up with Dahlan in the same south Gaza town of Khan Younis – 
although the two had not met since their teens until last month’s face to face meeting in 
Cairo. 
Among issues under discussion in recent negotiations are the establishment of a fund to 
pay reparations to the families of the 700 killed on both sides in the bloody struggle for 
power between Hamas and Fatah in the period 2006-7 after Hamas won Palestinian 
legislative elections. 
Also driving the potential realignment is reported fury in Cairo directed at Abbas, not least 
for his continuing purge of Dahlan supporters, who Abbas sees as rivals. 
Hamas’s deputy foreign minister, Ghazi Hamad, told the Guardian that the wider regional 
realignments led by Saudi Arabia had put the movement, and Gaza, under renewed 
pressure. 
“What is happening now among Arab countries is that someone is trying to change the 
political dynamic in the region, and this instability is not good for us and other countries 
although it benefits Israel. 
“There are countries that want Gaza to be part of the regional equation, others that want to 
shut gates or punish Hamas. We understand the contradictions. If you have good relations 
with Qatar, Egypt will be angry. If you have good relations with Iran, Saudi will be angry. 
“We are in a very critical situation so we have to be very careful. We need to be very sober 
to try to keep balance.” 
Hamad paints the mooted rapprochement with Dahlan as part of that calculation. 
“Our understanding is that Dahlan is part of the political game in the region. We know he 
has his popularity in Gaza and the West Bank, so we cannot ignore him. 
“In the past, people have tried to meet with him but this time the situation is much better 
because Dahlan understands that without reconciliation with Hamas he can’t be part of the 
[Palestinian] political game. Because of that he has promised to help in handling the crisis 
in Gaza.” 
Not everyone, however, is convinced that the reconciliation between Hamas, Dahlan and 
Egypt can be achieved so easily, or without cost. 
“Where’s the trajectory in all this?” asked one. “It is to push Gaza and the West Bank ever 
further apart?” 
The moves have led to swirling claims and counter claims, including that as part of the 
negotiations, Egypt is seeking a deal to instal Dahlan as Gaza’s political leader – a claim 
denied by Hamas officials. 
A number of sources who spoke to by the Guardian, however, see Hamas’s moves towards 
a rapprochement with Dahlan in particular as a not a sign of pragmatism, but forced on 
them by circumstance. 
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The three-way struggle – not least Abbas’s role in it – is alarming some right wing Israeli 
ministers including defence minister Avigdor Lieberman, who warned recently that 
Abbas’s moves risked “pulling Israel into a war with Hamas.” 
What is true is that as Hamas has become ever more isolated, Gaza has drifted even further 
from the orbit of Abbas and his regime in the West Bank, a fact worrying some diplomats. 
“They have contradictory agendas,” said a diplomatic source, referring to Dahlan and 
Hamas. “Dahlan wants to get into Gaza because without that he has no seat at the table in 
his struggle with Abbas. Hamas will make symbolic gestures, but in the end Gaza is all it 
has and it will not let go of it.” 

Unesco makes Hebron old city Palestinian world heritage 
site 
Israel denounces decision on city, home to site known to 
Muslims as Ibrahimi mosque and Jews as Tomb of the 
Patriarchs 
Peter BeaumontSaturday 8 July 2017 01.49 AEST 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/07/unesco-recognises-hebron-as-
palestinian-world-heritage-site 

 
The Ibrahimi mosque/Tomb of the Patriarchs, revered by both Muslims and Jews, in 
Hebron. Photograph: Jim Hollander/EPA 
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The UN’s world heritage body has recognised the old city of Hebron in the West Bank as a 
Palestinian world heritage site, sparking outrage from Israel. 
Furious efforts by Israel failed to derail the Unesco ruling on the city, which includes a holy 
site known to Muslims as the Ibrahimi mosque and Jews as the Tomb of the Patriarchs. 
Twelve countries on the world heritage committee voted in favour of the Palestinian 
request to name Hebron a heritage site, while only three voted against it. Six countries 
abstained. 
The ruling also puts Hebron on Unesco’s ‘in danger’ list, which allows for the allocation of 
immediate World Heritage Fund assistance and is designed to alert the international 
community to endangered sites. 
Unesco will be required to annually evaluate the situation in the old city, where a few 
hundred Jewish settlers live under heavy Israeli military protection in the midst of more 
than 200,000 Palestinians. 
Palestinians have long lived under harsh restrictions in the city, which is one of the 
starkest symbols of the Israeli occupation. 
The Unesco resolution notes Hebron’s claim to be one of the oldest cities in the world, 
dating from the Chalcolithic period or more than 3,000 years BC and at various times 
conquered by Romans, Jews, Crusaders and Mamluks. 
Jews believe the Tomb of the Patriarchs (also known as the Cave of the Patriarchs) is 
where Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and their wives are buried. Muslims, who, like Christians, 
also revere Abraham, built the Ibrahimi mosque, also known as the Sanctuary of Abraham, 
in the 14th century. 
The religious significance of the city has made it a focal point for Israeli settlers, who are 
determined to expand the Jewish presence there. 
The Unseco vote took place at the Unesco annual summit, in Krakow, Poland, on Friday 
and was held as a secret ballot following a request from Israel, which believed that would 
mean countries were more likely to support its case. 
In heated scenes, Israel’s Unesco ambassador, Carmel Shama-Hacohen, reportedly 
stormed to the desk of the session’s chairman after the vote, and accused the committee of 
not conducting a truly secret ballot. 
In the immediate aftermath of the vote, Shama HaCohen took out his mobile phone and 
scornfully informed the committee: “It’s my plumber in my apartment in Paris. There is a 
huge problem in my toilet and it is much more important than the decision you just 
adopted.” 
The decision was hailed by Palestinian officials as a diplomatic victory against pressure 
from Israel and the US to derail the vote. 
The Palestinian ambassador to Unesco pointed out that the question of religion had not 
been part of the so-called ‘inscription’ process. 
“Palestine has not inscribed a religion on the world heritage list. Religion cannot be 
inscribed on such a list,” Elias Sanbar said. 
“The Palestinian state is sovereign even though it is under occupation. It is acting within its 
full rights when it takes the initiative to nominate this city for inscription on the world 
heritage list. This city which is on its territory.” 
The Palestinian foreign ministry hailed the decision as a “success for the diplomatic battle 
fought by Palestine on all fronts, in the face of Israeli and American pressure on member 
states”. 
“Despite a frantic Israeli campaign spreading lies and distorting the facts about the 
Palestinian rights, the world has recognised our right to register Hebron and the Ibrahimi 
mosque under Palestinian sovereignty,” the statement added. 
The Israeli charge against the decision was led by the prime minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, a long-time critic of Unesco. 
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Netanyahu called it “another delusional Unesco decision” and said Israel would “continue 
to guard the Cave of the Patriarchs, to ensure religious freedom for everybody and ... guard 
the truth”. 
“This time they decided that the Tomb of the Patriarchs in Hebron is a Palestinian site, 
meaning not Jewish, and that it’s in danger. Not a Jewish site? Who’s buried there – 
Avraham, Yitzhak and Yaa’kov. Sarah, Rivka and Leah. Our fathers and mothers. And the 
site is in danger? Only where Israel rules, like Hebron, is freedom of religion guaranteed 
for all.” 
Netanyahu announced a $1m cut to Israel’s payments to the UN and said the money would 
be diverted to establish a Jewish heritage museum in the settlement of Kiryat Arba. 
Israel failed to have the motion on Hebron blocked despite the personal intervention of the 
US ambassador to the UN, Nikki Haley. 
The move makes Hebron’s old city the third Palestinian world heritage site. 

Fixing my toilet more important than UNESCO Hebron 
resolution: Israeli diplomat 
July 10 2017 - 3:39AM 

http://www.smh.com.au/world/fixing-my-toilet-more-important-than-unesco-hebron-
resolution-israeli-diplomat-20170709-gx7uii.html 

Jerusalem: Israel isn't known for its fondness of the United Nations and its institutions, 
but a resolution passed on Friday questioning Israel's continued occupation of the ancient 
West Bank city of Hebron and the damage it might be causing to holy sites there drew an 
unusual response. 
"Sorry ... I have a very urgent ... sorry, Mr Chairman ... it's my plumber in my apartment in 
Paris," Carmel Shama-Hacohen, Israel's ambassador to the United Nations Education, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), said sarcastically while addressing the 
forum's annual gathering. 
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Israeli soldiers outside the site known to Muslims as the Ibrahimi Mosque and to Jews as 
the Cave of the Patriarchs.  Photo: EPA 
"There is a huge problem in my toilet, and it's more important than the decision you just 
adopted, thank you."  
The conference had just passed a resolution proposed by Lebanon, Kuwait and Tunisia to 
place Hebron on the World Heritage list of endangered sites. The ruling includes 
the sacred site where Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and their wives are believed to have been 
buried – a site that has been revered by Jews, Christians and Muslims for thousands of 
years, 
Referred to by Jews as the Cave of the Patriarchs and by Muslims as the Ibrahimi Mosque, 
after the 14th-century house of prayer built there, the site has been a flashpoint of violence 
between Israelis and Palestinians for decades. 
Tensions are constantly high in and around Hebron's old city, where a few hundred Jews 
live under heavy Israeli military protection surrounded by more than 200,000 Palestinians 
living within the wider city limits. 
In January, Palestinians – as part of a diplomatic drive to create an independent state free 
of Israeli occupation – submitted a request to UNESCO to inscribe Hebron onto the World 
Heritage list and later asked that it be recognised as an endangered site on their territory. 
The Palestinians presented a dossier outlining the need for this status, with a focus on the 
city's historical character since 1250, the start of the Mamluk period of Islamic rule. Jews 
and Christians also were present in the city at that time, but their activities were limited. 
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Palestinians attend Friday prayers at the Ibrahimi Mosque during the holy month of 
Ramadan.  Photo: EPA 

The International Council on Monuments and Sites then attempted to evaluate the request 
and explore the site. A report it submitted to UNESCO said it could not fully justify listing 
Hebron as an endangered site, but noted that the council had not completely carried out its 
mandate after failing to receive "the necessary permissions" from Israel to access Hebron. 
Despite that, the resolution was adopted, with 10 countries in favour, three against and 
eight abstaining. This is the third Palestinian city listed as a World Heritage site. 
Bethlehem and the farming village of Battir  are also listed. 

 
The Mayor of Hebron, Tayseer Abu Sneineh, passes through an Israeli checkpoint to visit 
an Israeli-controlled part of the West Bank city of Hebron. Photo: AP 
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"My response to the resolution was spontaneous," Mr Shama-Hacohen told The 
Washington Post on Sunday. 
He said that his phone did not stop ringing during his speech at the forum and that he 
seized the moment to tell the chairman clearly and undiplomatically that he disapproved of 
the resolution. 
Most Israelis see the ruling as negating the Jewish connection to Hebron. 
"As an afterthought, I probably brought dishonour to my toilet by comparing it to this 
decision," he said. 
Other Israeli leaders were quick to criticise the resolution, with Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu announcing that Israel would cut $US1.3 million from its membership dues to 
UNESCO and transfer it to the establishment of a museum showcasing the heritage of the 
Jewish people in Hebron and the nearby Israeli settlement of Kiryat Arba. 
A Netanyahu spokesman, David Keyes, said on Sunday that a final site for the museum had 
not been decided and that options were being explored. 
Palestinian officials, however, hailed the resolution as a victory. 
"Hebron is a city in the heart of the State of Palestine that hosts a site invaluable to world 
heritage and holy to billions of people around the world of the three monotheistic 
religions," read a statement from the Palestinian Foreign Ministry. 
"Hebron's Old City and holy site is under threat due to the irresponsible, illegal, and highly 
damaging actions of Israel, the occupying power, which maintains a regime of separation 
and discrimination in the city based on ethnic background and religion."  
Washington Post 

UNESCO declares Hebron shrine as Palestinian angering 
Israel 
July 8 2017 

http://www.smh.com.au/world/unesco-declares-hebron-shrine-as-palestinian-angering-
israel-20170708-gx79t8.html 

Jerusalem: UNESCO, the United Nations cultural organisation, has declared the ancient 
and hotly contested core of Hebron in the Israeli-occupied West Bank as a Palestinian 
World Heritage site in danger, despite a concerted diplomatic effort by Israel and the 
United States to scuttle the decision. 
The Palestinian Authority administers most of Hebron, a predominantly Palestinian city, 
under the Oslo peace accords of the 1990s. But an enclave around the historic core remains 
under full Israeli military control and is also home to several hundred ultra-Orthodox 
Jewish settlers. 
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Israeli border police stand guard on the site known to Jews as the Cave of the Patriarchs, 
and to Muslims as the Ibrahimi Mosque, in Hebron.  Photo: AP 

The area designated as a heritage site on Friday includes the Cave of the Patriarchs, an 
ancient shrine revered by Jews, Muslims and Christians as the burial place of the biblical 
patriarchs and matriarchs. Muslims refer to the imposing stone structure as the Ibrahimi 
Mosque, using the Arabic name for Abraham, who, according to the Bible, purchased the 
cave as a burial plot for his wife, Sarah. He is considered a prophet in Islam. 
The UNESCO decision, made by secret ballot, was welcomed by Palestinians, who have 
lobbied for the move for years. But it was widely criticised by Israel and its allies, who 
accused UNESCO of failing its mandate to foster cultural cooperation. 
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Palestinians attend Friday prayers at the Ibrahimi Mosque during the holy month of 
Ramadan.  Photo: EPA 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, in a statement, described the UNESCO 
decision as "delusional". 
"This time they determined that the Cave of the Patriarchs in Hebron is a Palestinian site, 
ie not Jewish, and that the site is in danger. Not a 'Jewish' site?!," he added, listing the 
biblical figures said to be buried there. 
Netanyahu's office said Israel would further reduce the membership fees it pays to the 
United Nations by $US1 million ($1.3million) a year and would use the funds to establish a 
Jewish people's heritage museum in Hebron. 
Avigdor Lieberman, the Israeli defence minister of the nationalist Yisrael Beiteinu Party, 
described UNESCO, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation, 
as "a politically biased, disgraceful and anti-Semitic organisation”. 

 
Israelis take part in a parade celebrating the Jewish holiday of Purim in Hebron in 
March. Photo: Getty Images 

Adding to the historical sensitivities and outrage, the World Heritage Committee is 
convening in Krakow, Poland, leading some Israelis to connect the UNESCO vote to a 
desecration of the memory of Jewish victims of the Holocaust. 
Emad Hamdan of the Palestinian Hebron Rehabilitation Committee told the assembly 
after Friday's vote, "We think we are shouldering the responsibility and you proved you are 
there to shoulder the responsibility". He said the site needed protecting from "violations" 
of the "occupation". 

  of  15 19



AFOPA Media Report – 

 
Israeli soldiers outside the site known to Muslims as the Ibrahimi Mosque and to Jews as 
the Cave of the Patriarchs.  Photo: EPA 

The Palestinian Ministry of Foreign Affairs said in a statement that Hebron's designation 
as a World Heritage site "transcends geography, religion, politics and ideology". 
By having ancient Hebron inscribed on the endangered list, the Palestinian request for 
recognition was fast-tracked, and the World Heritage Committee will be obliged to discuss 
the case annually. 

 
The new mayor of Hebron, Tayseer Abu Sneineh, in his office last month. Photo: AP 
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In the run-up to the vote, the US Ambassador to the United Nations, Nikki Haley, sent a 
letter to two senior UN officials asking them to withhold the Hebron designation. She 
argued that other treasured sites, from the Democratic Republic of Congo to Syria, were 
under more imminent danger of destruction. 
Hanan Ashrawi, who leads the Palestine Liberation Organisation's department of culture 
and information, described this and other actions taken by Haley at the UN as a "one-
woman crusade" and an "obsessive and targeted campaign" against the Palestinians. 
On Friday, Haley issued a statement calling the vote "an affront to history" and added: "It 
undermines the trust that is needed for the Israeli-Palestinian peace process to be 
successful. And it further discredits an already highly questionable UN agency". 
Israel has long viewed many UN bodies as hopelessly biased against it. UNESCO 
recognised Palestine with a full membership in 2011, and the United States halted funding 
to the agency afterward. And in 2012, the UN General Assembly decided to upgrade the 
status of Palestine to a non-member observer state of the United Nations. 
The Hebron decision came after a string of recent resolutions that Israel claims ignored or 
minimised the Jewish connection to holy sites in the Old City of Jerusalem also located in 
contested territory. 
The Jerusalem Centre for Public Affairs, a conservative-leaning Israeli research group, said 
the UNESCO designation ran contrary to the Palestinian commitments in the Oslo accords 
for the joint governance of Hebron and shared worship in the Cave of the Patriarchs. 
Emek Shaveh, an Israeli group of left-leaning archaeologists and activists, said that "rather 
than squabbling and scoring points," both sides should have agreed on inscribing Hebron 
as a World Heritage site, but added that the Palestinians could also have expanded on 
Hebron's importance in Judaism. 
In another contentious move, UNESCO also approved China's request for special 
recognition for a vast, traditionally Tibetan region known as Hoh Xil or Kekexili, part of 
the high-altitude plateau in Qinghai province roamed by nomads. The International 
Campaign for Tibet, an advocacy group critical of China, challenged the move, arguing that 
it would bolster China's efforts to resettle tens of thousands of Tibetan nomads into 
villages. 
New York Times 

From the SMH Letters Section: 

http://www.smh.com.au/comment/ct-letters/pollies-continue-to-
frustrate-20170628-gx0rh4.html 

Illegal recruiting

Alan Shroot (letters, June27) claims that for members of the (Australian) Jewish 
community to join and fight with the Israeli army that is occupying Palestine, oppressing 
its people and committing war crimes, is "totally legal". 
This is not correct. Australian law prohibits the recruitment in Australia of persons to serve 
in an armed force in a foreign state. This is precisely what pro-Israeli organisations are 
doing in Australia for years by different means. 
Mr Shroot's letter raises also a number of essential questions: Wouldn't Australian Jews 
serving in the Israeli army make Australia and the Jewish community complicit with 
Israel's violations and crimes? 
And would that give Israel the right to recruit Jewish Australians to counterfeit Australian 
passports, as it has been doing in Australia for decades, and use them to spy on other 
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countries and carry out assassinations as it did in 2010 in the United Arab Emirates, a 
country friendly to Australia? 
And according to Shroot's logic, would Australian Arabs, Muslims and others be allowed to 
join foreign armies and securities also? 
Ali Kazak, Narrabundah 
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!  

WEB: www.afopa.com.au 
“Why Palestine? Because it is a just cause, a noble ideal, a moral quest for equality and human 
rights” — Edward Saïd  

  of  19 19


