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Trump's Middle East visit could be decisive, says Justin 
Welby 
Speaking on penultimate day of visit to region, archbishop of Canterbury says US president 
has ‘capacity to make a difference’ 
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Justin Welby holds a press conference at the St John eye hospital compound in the 
Christian quarter of Jerusalem’s Old City. Photograph: Gali Tibbon/AFP/Getty Images
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Donald Trump and his team could tip the scales in favour of Israeli-Palestinian peace 
prospects when they arrive in Jerusalem in less than two weeks, the archbishop of 
Canterbury has said. 
Speaking on the penultimate day of his 12-day tour of the region, Justin Welby said: “We 
know from history in this region that determined leadership by the president of the United 
States, together with patient working by lots of other people in the background, often 
unknown, can tip things very, very decisively.” 
He said: “People have lots of views about President Trump but when he comes here my 
prayer for him is that he will be filled with determination and courage and be given gifts of 
wisdom that will make a difference. 
“His office has the capacity to make a difference. It’s one of the very few offices in the world 
outside this region that does. And so we pray for him to be able to do that.” 
Welby has discussed the US president’s imminent visit with both the Palestinian leader, 
Mahmoud Abbas, and the Israeli prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, in separate 
meetings this week. After the meetings the archbishop said a moment of opportunity could 
be within reach, adding that “internationally, perhaps, the planets are aligning”. 
At a press conference at the St John’s eye hospital in Jerusalem’s Old City, he repeated his 
hope for such a moment if there was “sufficient determination from everyone involved and 
external help”. Conflict resolution, he added, was not centred on “events, but lengthy 
processes that often last for generations”. 
Trump is expected in Jerusalem on 22 May as part of his first foreign tour since his 
inauguration, although the date has not been officially confirmed. 
Earlier, Welby visited Hebron, the West Bank city often cited as a microcosm of the 
conflict, where a few hundred hardline settlers live under the protection of about 1,500 
Israeli soldiers amid extreme tension and frequent violence. 
With a heavy security detail, Welby and Suheil Dawani, the Anglican archbishop of 
Jerusalem, visited the edifice in the heart of Hebron which is home to the Tomb of the 
Patriarchs, revered by Jews, and the Ibrahimi mosque, a holy site for Muslims. 
Welby tucked a large silver crucifix around his neck inside his cassock during the separate 
visits as a gesture of respect to other faiths. At the mosque, he removed his shoes; at the 
tomb he wore a kippah. 
As he left the tomb, he stopped to speak to Michael Lixenberg, originally from north 
London but now living in Hebron, who spoke of the Jewish presence in the city stretching 
back centuries, and the settlers’ determination to remain close to the tomb and other sites 
of religious significance. The two archbishops walked along Shuhada Street, once the 
bustling commercial centre of Hebron, which now resembles a ghost town. Armed soldiers 
watched as the entourage passed shuttered shops and military watchtowers in the area of 
the city known as H2, under Israeli military control. 
At the Jerusalem press conference, Welby said: “You would have to be hard-hearted to go 
to Hebron and not come away with a sense of being overwhelmed by the extent of the 
problems … When you see the depths of those divisions, it does bear down on one.” 
He also visited a Bedouin community at Susiya in the south Hebron Hills, where Nasser al-
Nawaja’a told him the village had been repeatedly demolished by the Israeli military and 
that they were forced to bring in water by truck at seven times the cost of the supply to 
nearby settlers. 
On Thursday, the archbishop is visiting the Peres Centre for Peace and Innovation in Jaffa, 
where he will meet young Jews, Muslims and Christians, before returning to the UK. 
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Justin Welby avoids own goal in trip to Holy Land
Archbishop chooses words carefully during visit, as he uses football match to stress role of 
teamwork in conflict resolution

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/11/justin-welby-avoids-own-goal-trip-
holy-land-israel-palestine 

Harriet SherwoodLast modified on Friday 12 May 2017 21.31 AEST 

For the first time in 12 days, the archbishop of Canterbury was on the defensive. Wearing a 
purple No 15 shirt emblazoned with the crest of Lambeth Palace over his clerical shirt and 
dog collar, Justin Welby played sweeper in a game between mixed teams of Muslim, 
Jewish and Christian children in Jaffa. The final score was an equitable 0-0. 
Welby was at the Equalizer Project, a coexistence scheme funded by the British 
government, on the last morning of the longest and most fraught trip in his four years as 
head of the Church of England and the global Anglican communion. 
The archbishop, who confessed to having no hand-eye coordination, performed passably 
despite recovering from reconstructive surgery to both feet. 
For Liran Gerassi, the Equalizer project’s founder, prowess on the pitch was not its main 
purpose. “Here we’re not trying to turn out the next Wayne Rooney, but decent human 
beings,” he said. Meanwhile, one 12-year-old said playing football with the archbishop of 
Canterbury was “weird”. 
Later, Welby was relaxed and convivial as he thanked his relieved team at lunch in Jaffa 
port before they headed to the airport at the end of almost a fortnight in Israel, Palestine 
and Jordan. 



The archbishop of Canterbury visits the Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial in Jerusalem. 
Photograph: Ariel Schalit/AP
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Despite the archbishop’s well founded pre-trip anxieties, the carefully calibrated visit was 
hailed a success. It had taken more than a year of planning, with an advance recce party 
from Lambeth Palace and the detailed involvement of the British embassy in Tel Aviv and 
consulate in Jerusalem, and local staff at St George’s Anglican cathedral in East Jerusalem. 
Part of the anxiety for Welby and his team stemmed from a trip to Jerusalem a few months 
after his consecration as archbishop in 2013, which had led Palestinian Christians to 
complain they had been overlooked. 
This time the itinerary was scrupulously balanced. Welby prayed at the Western Wall, 
visited the Holocaust memorial Yad Vashem, ate Shabbat dinner at a kibbutz in the 
Galilee, and met survivors of the Nazi death camps. 
He visited the Dome of the Rock, heard the testimonies of Palestinian families living next 
to the huge separation barrier near Bethlehem, spent several hours in Gaza, and (against 
the Israeli government’s entreaties) toured the divided West Bank city of Hebron, where a 
few hundred hardline Israeli settlers have forced Palestinians out of the Old City. He 
visited churches, Christian schools and health clinics, and interfaith and coexistence 
projects. 
Among almost 80 meetings in 12 days were hour-long sessions with Israel’s prime 
minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli president, Reuven Rivlin, the Palestinian 
president, Mahmoud Abbas, and King Abdullah of Jordan. The talks, which focused on the 
prospects of a new round of peace talks, were frank and surprisingly positive. 
Welby had insisted on a long trip and a packed itinerary. “He doesn’t do down time,” said 
one aide. The early starts were no problem for someone who routinely rises at 5am for 
quiet prayer and reflection, but towards the end of the trip the archbishop found himself 
flagging over another dinner meeting. 

He was courteous and engaging with the people he met; to the handful of journalists 
accompanying him, he was chatty, warm and sometimes surprisingly indiscreet. 
This was his fifth visit to the Holy Land, the first being his honeymoon in 1979. Even so, he 
stressed his lack of expertise in the complexities of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, saying 
he had come to learn. “We know we don’t know anything,” he said of himself and his wife, 
Caroline, who accompanied him, at the Peres Centre for Peace and Innovation on his last 
day. 
He felt on guard throughout the trip, anxious about inadvertently making a comment 
which would be misinterpreted or cause a political furore in a place where both sides 
scrutinise the words of public figures and observers for perceived bias. 
“Everything you say here has to be qualified with the comment that it’s not as simple as 
that,” he said at a press conference in Jerusalem on his penultimate day. “Everything has 
to be seen in the light of a history that stretches back further than any other conflict in the 
world.” 
The archbishop’s meetings with political leaders gave him cautious hope – which, he said, 
was not the same as optimism. The US president, Donald Trump, might bring fresh eyes to 
the decades-old conflict when he visits Jerusalem on 22 May. Political leaders, he told a 
mixed audience at the Peres centre, needed be “courageous, adventurous and have a big 
vision”. 
Welby was also left in no doubt as to Britain’s legacy in the area. At a meeting in the West 
Bank, William Shaer, the mayor of Beit Jala, berated the archbishop over the 1917 Balfour 
declaration in which the British backed the establishment of a Jewish homeland in 
Palestine. 
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Welby with sheikh Omar al-Kiswani, director of al-Aqsa mosque, during a visit to the 
Dome of the Rock on the compound known to Muslims as Noble Sanctuary and to Jews 
as Temple Mount. Photograph: Ammar Awad/Reuters


It was “one of the darkest acts of colonialism ever seen”, said Shaer. He demanded an 
apology, but added: “Instead [the British] are preparing for a celebration.” 
Welby diplomatically sidestepped the issue, but in a later meeting with Rivlin spoke of “an 
element of unfinished business” in the declaration. The text also urged: “Nothing shall be 
done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish 
communities in Palestine.” 
The archbishop intends to press home the message in the run-up to events to mark the 
centenary of Balfour this year. Lambeth Palace planned to host a symposium on the issue 
in the autumn, and Welby was keen to “feed into a national perspective”, a close aide said. 
The trip was always intended to be the start of a closer engagement on the issues facing the 
Holy Land, rather than a one-off. In the coming months, key Lambeth Palace staff are 
returning to Jerusalem and elsewhere to build on relationships and continue dialogues 
begun over the past 12 days. Welby wants to make another – albeit shorter – trip in a 
couple of years. 
As some his team enjoyed an hour in the sun before embarking on the evening flight to 
London, Welby was whisked off for one last meeting. Then, he said, he would allow himself 
“one glass of champagne” on the flight home. 
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Where the Line Is Drawn review – can a friendship survive 
the occupation of Palestine? 
Ben EhrenreichWednesday 10 May 2017 18.00 AEST 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2017/may/10/where-the-line-is-drawn-palestine-
review 



A Palestinian woman speaks with an Israeli soldier in the West Bank city of 
Hebron, March 2016. Photograph: Hazem Bader/AFP/Getty Images


It is difficult not to wonder what kind of a man Raja Shehadeh might have become had he 
been born nearly anywhere else. Surely, he would have been a writer in almost any 
incarnation, but what kind of writer? Not everyone gets to choose. Shehadeh was born in 
Ramallah in 1951, three years after the foundation of the Israeli state forced his parents 
and many thousands of other Palestinians to abandon their homes in the coastal city of 
Jaffa and take refuge where they could. As a young man, he sought out other worlds. He 
travelled to Britain to study law and to an ashram in Pondicherry to “try my hand”, he 
writes in Where the Line Is Drawn, “at a spiritual life”. He was soon called home when his 
mother fell ill. The freedom to invent oneself, he has been forced to learn repeatedly, is a 
privilege reserved for the fortunate few. 
Whatever he might have been, Shehadeh has become a very specific sort of writer, and an 
irreplaceable one. No one else writes about Palestinian life under military occupation with 
such stubborn humanity, melancholy and fragile grace. Over the course of 10 books of 
literary non-fiction – not to mention several volumes of legal analysis – he has recorded 
the pain of watching the West Bank be slowly seized, transformed and brutalised while 
Israel’s settlement enterprise expands. As the land accessible to Palestinians is diminished 
and disfigured by concrete walls, checkpoints and miles of barbed wire, so too are the 
contours and possibilities of Palestinian life. One feels the loss in every paragraph 
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Shehadeh writes, but also the inescapable beauty that remains, which both softens and 
deepens the rage. 
Where the Line Is Drawn follows Shehadeh’s nearly 40-year friendship with a Canadian-
born Israeli named Henry Abramovitch. They met as young men, well matched in their 
idealism, restlessness and intellectual hunger. The occupation was also young, and 
Shehadeh, “ever an incorrigible optimist”, was at the time impressed with Israel, with what 
he saw as its openness and self-confidence, its egalitarian spirit and social mobility. “There 
was even the possibility,” he writes, “of choosing a new name, a new place to live, a new 
community. It would be like being reborn, recreating yourself anew, being master of your 
own fate”. Abramovitch, a secular Jew who had studied in the US and lived in Madagascar 
before settling in Israel, exemplified this freedom. In those early days, Shehadeh writes, 
their friendship “was a profound relationship, more so than any I had been able to forge 
with a Palestinian”. It would not prove easy to maintain. 
Curfews, closures and checkpoints soon begin to prevent Shehadeh from travelling to West 
Jerusalem, where Abramovitch lives. By the late 1980s, as the first intifada rages, it is no 
longer safe for Abramovitch, who wears his beard long like an orthodox Jew, to visit 
Ramallah. The greater obstacles are the invisible ones: the abyss created by the power 
differential between occupier and occupied, the colonial relations that seep into the most 
intimate corners of life. Shehadeh suspects that Abramovitch regards him as his token 
Arab friend. Abramovitch at one point addresses him in a letter with condescending 
affection as “my Palestinian”. Shehadeh, who in 1979 co-founded the human rights 
organisation Al-Haq, cannot avoid political engagement. His friend disapproves of the 
occupation’s accelerating brutalities, but for years does not speak out against them. “What 
use was this morality,” Shehadeh asks, “when its existence meant my daily suffering?” 

Returning to the West Bank after a visit to Jordan, Shehadeh encounters one of 
Abramovitch’s friends, a man named Eldad, at the Allenby Bridge border crossing. They 
had met over dinner at Abramovitch’s girlfriend’s house, but this time Eldad wears the 
uniform of an Israeli soldier fulfilling his reserve duty. He spares Shehadeh no 
humiliation: “He talked about the dinner party, how he had enjoyed meeting me there, and 
then ordered me to take off my belt and shoes, lower my trousers, spread my legs and turn 
around.” Not long after, Shehadeh attempts to end the friendship: “Inasmuch as you have 
made your choice to come to Israel and settle,” he writes to Abramovitch, “by your silence 
you are acquiescing and participating in its evil. I can never respect you for that, nor 
forgive you.” 
But forgive he does, again and again. They fall out of touch, at times for years, until 
circumstances reunite them. Sometimes Shehadeh’s disillusionment pushes them apart; 
sometimes it allows them to reconcile. After the Oslo accords are signed in 1993, Shehadeh 
watches his own people consent to a nominal and fictitious autonomy in lieu of actual 
sovereignty, and despairs. Politics no longer seems worth the loss of a treasured friendship, 
and he seeks Abramovitch out again. Abramovitch consistently dodges responsibility for all 
that comes between them, taking the position – comfortable for him, maddening and 
hurtful to Shehadeh – that their friendship could be conducted “on a plane above and 
outside politics”. 
This book documents the excruciating effort to stay human in a place where one’s 
humanity is under constant attack 
It is agonising to watch Shehadeh swallow his rage to keep their bond intact. One begins to 
suspect that there must be something else at stake for him, something he can only 
glancingly acknowledge. “Politics had narrowed me,” he writes at one point with regret, 
before reaching out to Abramovitch yet again. “It had reduced us.” Their friendship at 
times seems less about Abramovitch in his bearded specificity than Shehadeh’s need to 
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maintain some tie to a sense of possibility that is elsewhere denied to him, to an openness 
that the wall and the settlements have otherwise foreclosed. 
This is no less powerful for remaining unacknowledged. Shehadeh writes, as always, with 
extraordinary sensitivity and clarity of expression. You will find political insights here, and 
moments of startling beauty. But more than anything, this book, like so much of his work, 
documents the excruciating effort that it takes to stay human in a place where one’s 
humanity is under constant attack, where tenderness and love are at once a necessity for 
survival and a dangerous liability. Just by writing it, he succeeds. 

Archbishop of Canterbury expresses 'grief and sorrow' at 
plight of Palestinians 
Justin Welby listens to testimonies of Palestinian Christians who lost land after building of 
vast wall near Bethlehem 
Harriet SherwoodLast modified on Tuesday 9 May 2017 04.39 AEST 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/may/08/archbishop-of-canterbury-grief-
sorrow-palestinians-bethlehem 



Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby walks in Jerusalem’s Old City on a visit to the 
Holy Land. Photograph: Ammar Awad/Reuters


Justin Welby, the archbishop of Canterbury, has spoken of his “profound grief and sorrow” 
after hearing the testimonies of Palestinians whose land has been put beyond their reach 
by the vast concrete wall Israel has built near Bethlehem. 
After saying prayers for the people of Bethlehem and neighbouring Beit Jala in the shadow 
of the eight-metre high separation barrier, Welby said: “You cannot come and hear the 
testimonies I heard, you cannot hear from the people who live here, without your heart 
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becoming heavier and heavier, and more and more burdened, with that sense of people 
whose history has led them to a place where all they have known is disintegrating.” 
He added: “As always in these times, it is the weak, the poor who are shoved to the side. 
The emotional reaction is one of profound grief and sorrow, and of prayer that there will be 
justice and security for all.” 
Welby was visiting Bethlehem as part of a 12-day tour of the Holy Land. In the Cremisan 
valley, home to a community of Salesian monks and nuns, Palestinian Christians told him 
of the impact of the separation barrier following its construction over the past two years 
after a decade-long court battle. 
The local mayor, William Shaer, said one of the oldest Christian communities in the world 
was struggling for the right to self-determination. “Today, the vast majority of our people 
live in the diaspora. But we are staying here. Cremisan has become a symbol for all 
people,” he said. 
The Balfour declaration, in which the British government supported the establishment in 
Palestine of a “national home” for the Jewish people 100 years ago, was “one of the darkest 
acts of colonialism ever seen”, Shaer told Welby. The Palestinians wanted an apology, but 
“instead [the British] are preparing for a celebration” he said. 
Suhaila Abu Sa’ad, 67, said her olive and fruit trees, only 20 metres from her home but on 
the other side of the wall, could be accessed only by a long drive via a checkpoint. “I can’t 
express how angry I am. Now we depend only on God,” she said. 
Construction of the barrier near Cremisan began in August 2015 at the conclusion of a 
legal battle waged by the monastery, convent and local landowners. A gate in the wall, 
intended to allow farmers to access their land, had never been opened, residents said. In 
2004, the international court of justice ruled the barrier illegal where it was routed on 
Palestinian land. 
Welby told Cremisan representatives that there were “limits to what the church can do … 
but we can speak out and remind people of the need for justice and security”. He would 
raise his concerns with “people in power both here and in the UK”. 
Earlier, in an interview with the Guardian and Christian Today, the archbishop said the 
time may come when parties seeking a resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict needed 
to include Hamas in talks. 
Speaking after a visit to the Hamas stronghold of Gaza last week, Welby said: “In any place 
where there’s serious conflict, there’s a point where you need to talk to everyone, but it has 
got to be the point where you can make some progress.” 
In line with British government policy, Welby and his aides did not meet Hamas officials 
on their brief visit to Gaza. But talks with extremists on both sides of the conflict – Hamas 
and hardline Israeli settlers – should not be ruled out, Welby said. 
“There’s a moment, which I’m not saying is now, when it is possible for it to bring rewards. 
But the moment is not any moment – you can do it at exactly the wrong time and cause a 
complete meltdown and undermine all the resistance to extremism. And, secondly, the 
result [can be] the people in the middle become more disempowered, and you end up 
privileging those who cause the most difficulty, you reward bad behaviour by attention.” 
The British government, along with the EU and the US, adopted a policy of not talking to 
Hamas after the faction won Palestinian elections in 2006 and took control of Gaza the 
following year. However, some politicians and diplomats now believe that was misguided. 
Pointing to the experience of the IRA in Northern Ireland, they say there can be no 
resolution to the conflict without including Hamas in peace talks. 
Welby said people in Gaza told him they felt forgotten by the rest of the world. It was “a 
place that feels profoundly isolated and besieged … the place where you felt all the 
problems of the area come together most clearly”. 
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Beyond humanitarian help, “there’s no obvious fix that is within anyone’s grasp at the 
moment. There are things that governments could do, but they’re not practically do-able in 
the sense that people have the courage or the confidence.” 
He said that the three great monotheistic faiths of the Holy Land – Christianity, Judaism 
and Islam – must find a way of co-existence. “I believe emphatically and determinedly and 
without hesitation that they must find a way of living together. The idea of a religious 
apartheid, of separate development, would be a catastrophe because this region sets the 
pattern for so many other parts of the world.” 
He added: “It’s going to require enormous leadership from within each of the religious 
traditions. And it requires a new form of integrity in which religious leaders takes 
responsibility for failures within their traditions.” 
In the past decade or so, “there’s been a total breakdown of the capacity of human beings 
to live alongside one another. But in the Middle East, it’s happened before and it’s been put 
right before, and there have been new moments of hope. So that’s our prayer. And that’s 
what we have to take responsibility for leading.” 

Israeli video appears to show Palestinian hunger striker 
eating in prison 
Minister appears to suggest prison officials left food in Marwan Barghouti’s cell in attempt 
to undermine inmates’ protest 
Peter BeaumontLast modified on Tuesday 9 May 2017 07.00 AEST 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/08/israeli-video-appears-to-show-
palestinian-hunger-striker-eating-in-prison 



Marwan Barghouti appears before an Israeli court in 2012. Photograph: Bernat 
Armangue/AP
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Israel has released a video that appears to show the high-profile leader of a Palestinian 
hunger strike eating in prison. 
The prison service released the video of what it said was Marwan Barghouti eating cookies 
and confectionery on two occasions in late April and early May. 
Barghouti’s wife, Fadwa, claimed the video was “fabricated” and “intended to break the 
morale of prisoners”, after more than 1,000 Palestinians in Israeli jails joined Barghouti in 
refusing food from 17 April. 
On Israel’s part, a minister appeared to suggest prison officials had been involved in 
introducing the food into the cell where Barghouti was being held in solitary confinement 
with the aim of tempting him to eat. 
The release of the footage is the latest development in a fierce battle to control the 
narrative of the prisoners’ hunger strike, which its leaders insist is for improved conditions 
in Israeli prisons but which Israel says is for political reasons. 
Barghouti, 58, a leader of the second Palestinian uprising and senior member of the 
Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas’s Fatah party, is serving five life terms after being 
convicted by an Israeli court of directing two shooting attacks and a bombing that killed 
five people. Barghouti disputed the court’s jurisdiction and did not mount a defence. He 
has been in prison since 2002. 
Polls suggest Barghouti is the most popular choice among Palestinians to succeed the 82-
year-old Abbas as Palestinian president. 
In the video footage, Barghouti can be seen apparently unwrapping food – understood to 
be biscuits and a candy bar – in his prison cell and eating it in his toilet stall. 
Speculation about attempts to induce strikers to eat was first raised by an TV interview 
with an unnamed prison official suggesting guards had hidden food in cells. 
That appeared to be given credence by an interview given by Israel’s public security 
minister, Gilad Erdan, to army radio in which he appeared to confirm that the footage of 
Barghouti had been obtained as part of measures to undermine the hunger strike. 
Erdan said: “I think it is pretty clear that [Barghouti] does not know [he is being filmed], 
and that if he does he probably doesn’t know that the prison service has the ability to 
obtain what was shown.” 
He said he was unsure whether the release of the footage would help break the strike. “I 
think it still too early to determine. It is not clear if all or most of the prisoners are aware of 
it. They are cut off from the outside world, but I estimate that in the coming days it will be 
possible to see the impact of the publication.” 
The protesting prisoners have issued a list of demands including better medical services, 
family visits and more dignified detention conditions. 
Fadwa Barghouti said the video would not undermine the hunger strike. “These measures 
to break the morale of prisoners show Israel’s failure,” she said. 
Israel holds about 6,500 Palestinians on charges related to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
Israel says 890 prisoners are participating in the hunger strike. 

Israeli ministers back proposed law demoting Arabic 
language 
Parliament to consider nation state bill that would make Hebrew the lone national 
language 
Peter BeaumontFirst published on Monday 8 May 2017 01.03 AEST 
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/07/israeli-ministers-back-proposed-law-
demoting-arabic-language 



The nation state bill will now move forward to a vote by the country’s 
parliament. Photograph: Ronen Zvulun/Reuters

Israeli ministers have approved the wording of a new law that would downgrade Arabic as 
an official language and which states that the right to self-determination in Israel “is 
unique to the Jewish people”, despite the country’s sizeable non-Jewish minority. 
The go-ahead for the nation state bill by the ministerial committee for legislation means it 
will now move forward to a vote by the country’s parliament. The bill has to pass several 
stages in the Israeli parliament, the Knesset, for it to become law and could also be 
challenged in the courts. 
Critics say the law is discriminatory and could undermine Israel’s balance of being both a 
Jewish and democratic state by harming the rights of minorities. 
Hebrew and Arabic are both Israel’s national languages, but the bill states that Hebrew 
would be the lone national language, downgrading Arabic to “a special status in the state” 
whose “speakers have the right to language-accessible state services”. 
The legislation is designed to be enshrined in Israel’s basic law, regarded as the closest 
approximation in Israel to a constitution. 
The timing of the bill – after four years of deliberations – is significant, coming two weeks 
before a planned visit by Donald Trump in which the US president had hoped to breath life 
into a moribund peace process. 
Although the bill has undergone some changes in the drafting process – not least removing 
language that would have seen Israel’s democracy subordinated in importance to its 
Jewish identity – it remains highly contentious. 
While the way Israel’s legislative process functions has long allowed parties and 
individuals to put forward legislation likely to be challenged by the courts, the latest 
proposed law comes in the context of Israel’s most rightwing ever government. 
The committee approved the bill unanimously but the measure has been condemned by 
opposition politicians, academics and in some parts of the Israeli media. 
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Ayman Odeh, the head of the Joint List, representing Arab-Israeli parties, said the bill was 
a “declaration of war” on Israel’s Arab citizens. “Discrimination has received a legal stamp. 
The danger in this law in that it establishes two classes of citizen – Jewish and Arab,” he 
said. 
Erel Margalit, a contender for the leadership of the centrist Zionist Union party, called the 
bill “reminiscent of dark periods” in history. 
Zehava Gal-On, leader of the leftwing Meretz party, said the bill’s intention was to 
downgrade the rights of non-Jews in Israel. “The result of the Jewish state bill is clear. 
Jews will get preference over all other citizens, clearly violating human rights, democracy 
and the rights of the Arab minority in Israel,” she said. 
The bill’s sponsor, Avi Dichter, an MP from Benjamin Netanyahu’s rightwing Likud party, 
defended the proposals, as did other ministers. 
”This is a small step for the Jewish state bill, which establishes that Israel is and will be a 
Jewish and democratic state, and it’s a big step towards defining our identity, not only in 
the eyes of the world but primarily for ourselves, Israelis – to be a free people in our land,” 
said Dichter after the committee’s vote. 
He said the bill was necessary because “events of recent months prove that this is a battle 
for Israel’s image and national identity. The Palestinians no longer hide their goal of 
erasing the Jewish people’s nation state”. 
The legislative committee’s chairman, Yariv Levin, also a Likud MP, said he had decided to 
put an end to foot-dragging over the bill. “We’ve been waiting to discuss and make a 
decision on this legislation for too long. This is a basic law, which has the simple objective 
of safeguarding Israel’s status as the nation state of the Jewish people. I don’t understand 
why it hasn’t been made into law so far,” he said. 
• The picture on this article was changed on 8 May 2017 because the original was 
misleading in that it showed a signpost that did not contain Arabic text. 
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Death at Palestinian hunger strike rally 
Jacquelin Magnay1:13AM May 13, 2017 
A Palestinian has been killed by Israeli fire during clashes at a West Bank rally in support 
of hunger-striking prisoners, the Palestinian Health Ministry says . 
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It says a 20-year-old was shot on Friday near Ramallah. The military says soldiers opened 
fire after dozens of Palestinians hurled rocks at them. 
Hundreds of Palestinian prisoners held by Israel are on an open-ended strike, now in its 
26th day, saying they seek to improve their prison conditions. 
Israel says strike leader Marwan Barghouti, a potential successor to Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas, is using it to raise his profile. 
Israel has released footage it says shows Barghouti breaking his fast. Palestinians say it is a 
fabrication. 
Barghouti is serving five life terms after being convicted by Israel of directing two shooting 
attacks and a bombing. 
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WEB: www.afopa.com.au 
“Why Palestine? Because it is a just cause, a noble ideal, a moral quest for equality and human 
rights” — Edward Saïd  
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