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israel-palestinians 

Donald Trump tells Abbas 'we will get it done' on Israel-
Palestinian peace deal 
Agence France-Presse in Washington 

First published on Thursday 4 May 2017 03.44 AEST 
Donald Trump has committed the United States to helping Israel and the Palestinians 
reach peace, telling visiting Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas: “We will get it done.” 
Trump spoke after welcoming Abbas to the White House for a meeting aimed at 
relaunching talks that have failed repeatedly to resolve the decades-old conflict. “I’ve 
always heard that perhaps the toughest deal to make is the deal between the Israelis and 
the Palestinians,” Trump said. “Let’s see if we can prove them wrong.” 
He insisted: “We will get it done.” 
Speaking through a translator, Abbas echoed Trump’s upbeat tone: “We believe that we 
can be true partners to you to bring about a historic peace under your stewardship.” 
Barely two and a half months after he received Israeli prime minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, the US president greeted Abbas on the White House lawn, before ushering him 
into the Oval Office for their talks. 
The longshot effort to bring peace – which has eluded US presidents since the 1970s – got 
off to a rocky start early in Trump’s administration. 
Trump renounced support for a Palestinian state and vowed to move the US embassy to 
Jerusalem, breaking two tenets of American policy held for decades. 
Mike Pence, the vice-president, said on Tuesday said Trump is still “giving serious 
consideration into moving the American embassy in Tel Aviv to Jerusalem”. That move 
would likely spark Palestinian fury and is privately seen by many in the Israel and US 
security establishments as needlessly inflammatory. 
At the same time, Trump has urged Israel to hold back on settlement building in the West 
Bank, a longstanding concern of Palestinians and much of the world. 
Pence said Trump is “personally committed to resolving the Israeli and Palestinian 
conflict” and “valuable progress” is being made. 
The 82-year-old Abbas made the trip to Washington while he is politically unpopular back 
home, with polls suggesting most Palestinians want him to resign. Abbas’s term was meant 
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to expire in 2009, but he has remained in office with no elections held. He will be hoping 
Trump can pressure Israel into concessions he believes are necessary to salvage a two-state 
solution to one of the world’s longest-running conflicts. 
Palestinians are watching closely, including the leader of the radical Hamas movement 
Khaled Meshaal, who called on Trump to break with past approaches to Middle East peace. 
“This is a historic opportunity to pressure Israel to find an equitable solution for the 
Palestinian people,” he told CNN. 
Hamas on Tuesday released a policy document that for the first time indicates a 
willingness to accept the idea of a Palestinian state within the borders that emerged after 
the 1967 Arab-Israeli war, although it stops short of recognizing Israel. 
Palestinian officials have seen their cause overshadowed by worry over global concerns 
such as the war in Syria and Islamic State group jihadists, and want Trump’s White House 
to bring it back to the forefront. 
One of Trump’s top advisers, Jason Greenblatt, held wide-ranging talks with Israelis and 
Palestinians during a visit in March. 
Abbas and Trump spoke by phone on 11 March, and there are suggestions the US president 
could visit the Middle East this month. 
A group of three influential Republican senators have called on Trump to ask Abbas to stop 
funding Palestinian prisoners and their families. That could prose major domestic political 
headaches for Abbas, as he battles unpopularity and challenges from rival factions. 
According to former White House official Dennis Ross, Trump was helping Abbas by 
extending the White House invite. But mutual distrust between Palestinians and Israelis 
will be a formidable, if not impossible, barrier for Trump to overcome. 
“The gap between the parties has probably never been greater,” said Ross. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/03/justin-welby-archbishop-canterbury-
israel-christians-unite-jews-halt-rise-antisemitism 

Justin Welby: Christians must unite with Jews to halt rise of 
antisemitism 
Archbishop of Canterbury makes plea for tolerance in 
speech at Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial during visit to 
Israel 

Harriet SherwoodLast modified on Thursday 4 May 2017 06.09 AEST 

The archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, has called for bridges to be built between 
Jewish people and others to prevent antisemitism taking hold. Speaking at Yad Vashem, 
Israel’s memorial to the 6 million Jews killed in the Holocaust, Welby said the museum’s 
art revealed “the depths of human evil”. 
He said: “Within European culture, the root of all racism, I think, is found in antisemitism. 
It goes back more than 1,000 years in Europe. Within our Christian tradition, there has 
been century upon century of these terrible, terrible hatreds in which one people … [are] 
hated more specifically, more violently, more determinedly, more systematically than any 
other people.” 

  of  2 9

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/01/hamas-new-charter-palestine-israel-1967-borders
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/01/hamas-new-charter-palestine-israel-1967-borders
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/03/justin-welby-archbishop-canterbury-israel-christians-unite-jews-halt-rise-antisemitism
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/03/justin-welby-archbishop-canterbury-israel-christians-unite-jews-halt-rise-antisemitism
https://www.theguardian.com/profile/harrietsherwood
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/justin-welby


AFOPA Media Report – 

The Jewish people had advanced science, art, music and had founded economies. “You 
would have thought we would rise up together in gratitude,” he said. Now, with 
antisemitism on the rise, he added: “We must dedicate ourselves afresh … to building and 
maintaining bridges and friendships, understanding, tolerance, unity and peace.” 
The leader of the global Anglican church is on a 12-day visit to the Holy Land. He was 
accompanied to Yad Vashem, near Jerusalem, by the UK’s chief rabbi, Ephraim Mirvis, 
who also called for “bridges of understanding, of tolerance, of hope, of unity and of peace”. 
Earlier the two faith leaders prayed together at the Western Wall, the religious site revered 
by Jews. Afterwards, Mirvis said: “I would so love to send a message of hope back through 
the annals of history – to Clifford’s Tower in York [where 150 Jews were massacred in 
1190], to the medieval communities who endured the scourge of the blood libel and to 
those whose lives were devastated by the Crusades – to let them know that a chief rabbi 
and an archbishop of Canterbury would one day pray alongside one another, as close 
friends, in the holy city of Jerusalem.” 
Welby also visited the Dome of the Rock, one of the most important sites in the Islamic 
faith, and other holy places. Later, he was due to lead prayers for Hannah Bladon, the 
British student who was killed in a knife attack in Jerusalem last month. 
The archbishop travelled to Jerusalem from Jordan, where his trip began on Monday. His 
first full day was spent visiting an Anglican church in Amman and the Zaatari camp, near 
the border with Syria, which is home to about 80,000 refugees. 
In a video posted on Twitter, Welby said it was “deeply moving to see people whose lives 
have been turned upside-down but have the courage to create little islands of stability 
within their homes – and it is really beautiful to see that”. 
Justin Welby ن (@JustinWelby)

Today I visited #Zaatari camp in #Jordan, hearing stories of incredible courage from 
people whose lives have been turned upside down. pic.twitter.com/lKk3naNId3

May 2, 2017

It is Welby’s first official visit to the Holy Land since becoming archbishop four years ago, 
although he made a private visit in 2013 during which he was criticised for not visiting 
Bethlehem. 
But next week he will cross the imposing wall that Israel has erected to visit the birthplace 
of Jesus and meet the Christian mayor of Bethlehem, Vera Baboun. He will also meet 
Palestinian Christians whose homes, land and livelihoods have been adversely affected by 
the huge concrete wall that cuts Bethlehem and adjacent villages off from Jerusalem. 
The archbishop will also meet Israel’s prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, and the 
Palestinian president, Mahmoud Abbas. The meetings come a month before the 50th 
anniversary of the Six-Day War, which resulted in Israel’s occupation of the West Bank, 
Gaza and East Jerusalem, and six months before the centenary of the Balfour declaration, 
the British statement of support for the creation of a Jewish state in what was then 
Palestine. 
According to Lambeth Palace, Welby’s central priority on the trip was to affirm the 
Christian community in the Holy Land, to support and encourage the work of the Anglican 
St George’s Cathedral in East Jerusalem, and to identify challenges regarding religious 
freedom in the region. 
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Why now is the time to talk to Hamas | Tareq Baconi 
Tareq BaconiTuesday 2 May 2017 22.09 AEST 

On Monday night, the head of Hamas’s political bureau, Khaled Meshal, officially unveiled 
the organisation’s much-anticipated “Document of general principles and policies” during 
a press conference in Doha. Hamas’s leaders have denied that this document replaces the 
movement’s founding charter. Nonetheless, its publication is a long-overdue move that 
cannot be ignored. 
Hamas’s charter is an antisemitic, polemical document that calls for the creation of an 
Islamic state over the entirety of the land of historic Palestine. Since its release in 1988, 
numerous Hamas leaders have distanced themselves from it. Yet in order to maintain an 
image of ideological purity for the benefit of the broader constituency, and to avoid fissures 
within the movement, previous calls to revise the charter have faltered. 
Compared to the movement’s founding document, this new one is relatively nuanced and 
politically astute. Although it falls short of many privately voiced hopes regarding 
anticipated reforms within Hamas, it offers a fair representation of Hamas’s evolution as a 
movement and governing entity in Gaza nearly 30 years after its founding. 
On the political front, the document offers few surprises. Hamas unequivocally supports 
the creation of a sovereign Palestinian state based on the 1967 borders, with Jerusalem as 
its capital. It does not recognise the state of Israel or abandon the right of return of 
Palestinian refugees. Acquiescence to intermediate statehood while maintaining a 
commitment to the eventual liberation of Palestine is presented as a “formula of national 
consensus”. This phrase underscores the nature of this document as a compromise 
between Hamas’s various constituencies, as well as one that can offer a platform for 
reconciliation with Fatah. 
Unlike Hamas’s original charter, this document does not justify the quest for liberation 
using rabidly antisemitic language. Rather, it articulates an ideology of anti-Zionism, 
viewing Zionism as a “racist, aggressive, colonial” project that must be undone in a post-
colonial world. The document explicitly differentiates between Jews and Judaism on the 
one hand, and political Zionism on the other, and notes that Hamas’s struggle is limited to 
the latter. It stresses that the Jewish people’s struggle with antisemitism is not tied to 
Arabs or Muslims but rather to Europe’s past. To confront “the Zionist project”, Hamas 
views armed resistance against the occupation as a divine right, one that is also legitimate 
within international law. 
This document is a counterweight to claims that Hamas is an irrational, fanatical and 
bloodthirsty group intent on murdering all Jews. However, the notion that it is a sign of 
absolute moderation or a volte face by Hamas is hype. The release of the document should 
be understood as a balancing act, an effort to allow pragmatism within Hamas to be 
presented publicly without undermining the movement’s ideological base. It is a 
diplomatic tool that opens space for both the Palestinian leadership in the West Bank and 
the international community to engage with Hamas. 
Given the current political stalemate, this effort should not be dismissed, even if concerns 
persist. Hamas draws on international law to underscore the legitimacy of its armed 
struggle, yet violates these laws by indiscriminately targeting civilians. It is imperative to 
condemn the murder of civilians while also placing Hamas’s actions in context. 
Unlike Hamas’s original charter, this document does not use rabidly antisemitic 
language 
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Israel has systematically acted in violation of international law for decades, killing 
thousands of Palestinian civilians through its occupation and in warfare conducted in 
densely populated areas. This is not to say that the two sides are equivalent or to present a 
hierarchy of suffering. Rather it is to suggest that the premise of engagement and 
diplomacy cannot be withheld from one party and extended to another when both commit 
acts that violate international law. 
The same can be said about Hamas’s refusal to recognise Israel. Hamas’s political 
document is closer to the two-state framework than the manifesto of Likud, Israeli prime 
minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s own political party. Likud’s platform makes no mention of 
the 1967 lines and, just as Hamas refuses to recognise Zionism’s legitimacy, Likud refuses 
to recognise the right of Palestinians to self-determination. The racist views of the Israeli 
political establishment have been met with a strengthening of diplomatic ties with the US 
and the UK, while Hamas continues to face marginalisation. 
Despite its shortcomings, Hamas’s new document articulates political demands that have 
long been central to the Palestinian struggle, and that are enshrined in numerous UN 
resolutions, including the right of return. Trenchant criticism of Zionism and its political 
manifestations in Israel today is hardly limited to Hamas or even to Palestinians. Israel has 
historically chosen to evade these political demands, preferring instead to manage the 
conflict. This has resulted in intermittent efforts to “mow the lawn” in Gaza, and the recent 
sounding of war drums suggests another round is in the offing. Hamas’s new document 
must be recognised as an opportunity to engage with a crucial interlocutor that continues 
to enjoy some legitimacy among its constituents. 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/may/02/uk-warned-needs-new-middle-east-
policy-not-rely-donald-trump?
utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=GU+Today+main+NEW+H+cat
egories&utm_term=224068&subid=8111324&CMP=EMCNEWEML6619I2 

UK warned it needs new Middle East policy that does not 
rely on Trump 
Lords report calls for fresh alliances to be forged in region and criticises approaches to 
Syria, Arab spring and Saudi arms sales 
Patrick WintourLast modified on Friday 5 May 2017 08.43 AEST 

The UK must fundamentally rethink its approach to the Middle East and potentially 
distance itself from the “mercurial and unpredictable” leadership of Donald Trump, a 
major report has concluded. 
Former cabinet ministers, senior foreign policy advisers and diplomats warned the Foreign 
Office against relying too heavily on the US president and urged the UK to completely 
redraw its approach to the region. 
Calling on Britain to forge new alliances in the Gulf region, the Lords international 
relations select committee described Britain’s policy in Syria as being in “confusion and 
disarray” and suggested influence with Iran and Saudi Arabia had dwindled. 
The report concluded Boris Johnson, the foreign secretary, should support the Iran nuclear 
deal, loathed by the Trump White House, and seriously consider recognising Palestine as a 
state in order to boost the Middle East peace process. 
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“The mercurial and unpredictable nature of policymaking by President Trump has made it 
challenging for the UK government to influence US foreign policy so far, a challenge that is 
not likely to ease,” the committee said. 
The group is chaired by the former Conservative cabinet minister Lord Howell and 
includes former foreign policy advisers to William Hague and Gordon Brown, the former 
UK ambassador to the UN Lord Hannay, and the former Labour defence secretary Lord 
Reid. 
“In a world less automatically dominated by the US underpinning security in the region, it 
is no longer right to have a stance at every stage of ‘if we just get on with the US everything 
will be alright’,” Howell said. He described the US as “the wild card”, and said: “We really 
have to think for ourselves.” 
He added: “The Middle East has changed and UK policy in the region must respond to 
that. As the UK prepares to leave the EU, and we have a new and uncertain American 
policy in the region, we cannot assume our strategies of the past will suffice. 
“We need a new UK Middle East strategy and set of policies that reflect the new reality in 
the region. We can no longer assume America will set the tone for the west’s relationship 
with the Middle East and the UK must give serious thought to how our own approach will 
need to change. 
“From inward investment to the UK, the impact of refugees from the region and our 
continuing reliance on gas and oil exports, our interests will continue to be intertwined 
with those of the region and the government must ensure it has the right plan for our 
relationship with it.” 
Overall, the committee called for “a new mindset in policy circles” that questions the 
assumptions that have guided UK policy for the last century, including the power of 
external, rather than internal, actors to dominate the region. 
The findings will be seen as a warning to the foreign secretary, who has devoted 
considerable personal energy to the Middle East and set great store by his relationship 
with the Trump administration. 
The committee said the UK response to the Arab spring had been “muddled”, sometimes 
supporting hereditary authoritarian family rulers, at other times siding with revolutionary 
movements fighting the old regimes. 
The government, the report said, had been over-reliant on Saudi assurances about how it is 
using UK arms in the war in Yemen, declaring this reliance “is not an adequate way to 
implementing UK obligations under the arms trade treaty. 
The report called for the suspension of some arms sales if the Saudis were unable to be 
more transparent about their use of UK weaponry. It also urged a complete review by 
government of how it makes decisions on arms export licences. 
The report also suggested the UK more broadly must “go considerably further to improve 
transparency and accountability about its relationship with repressive regimes in the Gulf”. 
“On key issues of public and parliamentary concern, the government has not been able to 
demonstrate that private diplomacy has been able to influence directions of policy,” it 
added. 

Referring to an unpublished government strategy for the Gulf, the report said: “The UK has 
not taken the opportunity to set out a clear assessment of its objectives in the region to 
which it can be held to account.” 
The committee was sharply critical of the role of the new US administration, saying it had 
the potential to destabilise the region further. 
On seeking a two-state solution in Palestine and on relations with Iran, the US president 
“has taken positions that are unconstructive and could even escalate conflict”, the 
committee found. 
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The report said: “The mercurial and unpredictable nature of policymaking by President 
Trump has made it challenging for the UK government to influence US foreign policy so 
far, a challenge that is not likely to ease.” 
Committee members condemned Johnson’s decision to distance himself from French 
diplomatic efforts last year to reach a solution in the Middle East – with one describing it 
as childish. “The UK should support the initiative meaningfully this year both politically 
and financially,” they said. 
The committee also said Johnson’s position on whether President Assad could have a role 
in a future Syrian government was “confused”, saying: “He set out a position that oscillated 
in the course of the one evidence session”. 
“There are no good options in Syria,” the report concluded, adding that “the removal of 
Assad as a prerequisite of any settlement is not going to be achievable with the current 
means and policy”. 
In the case of Iran, the committee suggested the UK and Europe should ease banking 
regulations to open up new sources of finance for Tehran, even if Washington will not 
follow suit. It claimed Trump does not have the international support to tear up the 
existing Iran deal, but said “there is a dangerous escalatory logic to the US approach”. 
The criticisms will sting the Foreign Office. Johnson has invested considerable energy in 
trying to influence US thinking, and claims the refusal to challenge Trump in public has led 
to changes in US thinking including towards Nato, Syria, Russia and even Iran. 
A Foreign Office spokesman said: “The Middle East remains a foreign policy priority and 
the UK will continue to work with international partners to achieve security and 
prosperity.” 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/hamas-elects-new-political-
chief/news-story/a733305db3d41dcb73ba2a455415eec9 

Hamas elects new political chief 

By Nidal Al-Mughrabi1:47AM May 7, 2017 

The Palestinian movement Hamas has elected Ismail Haniyeh to head its political office, a 
leadership change that comes as the Islamist group looks to reconcile with Palestinian 
rivals. 
Haniyeh, a former deputy chief, will replace Qatar-based veteran Khaled Meshaal, who 
steps down at the end of his term limit just as Hamas appeared to have softened its stance 
toward Israel in a new policy document last week. 
The group maintains a sizeable armed wing in the Gaza Strip since seizing the coastal 
territory in 2007 from the rival Fatah party, which is based in the West Bank, and has 
fought three wars with Israel. 
Israeli officials had no immediate comment on the election. 
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Gaza-born Haniyeh, 54, served as Palestinian prime minister after Hamas won a 2006 
parliamentary election and he continued to claim the title, despite being officially sacked 
by Western-backed Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, who heads Fatah. 
One senior Fatah official, Azzam Al-Ahmed, wished Haniyeh "good luck" and called on him 
to make an effort to end the Palestinian divisions. 
But Al-Ahmed also said Hamas must give up its control of Gaza, something Haniyeh has 
refused to do. 
Hamas is listed as a terrorist organisation by the United States and European Union. Some 
political analysts and UN officials believe a more regular engagement with Hamas's 
political wing could help moderate the group's overall position. 
Gaza-based political analyst Hani Habib said he did not foresee a big paradigm shift in 
internal Palestinian politics under the new leadership. 
Haniyeh, he expects, will be "more flexible on different aspects, maybe foremost is the 
reconciliation, though I don't see a near end to divisions given the wide gap between the 
positions of Hamas and Fatah." 
Hamas last week dropped its longstanding call for Israel's destruction and severed ties 
with the Muslim Brotherhood in a policy shake-up announced at its main overseas office in 
the Qatari capital. 
The move, dismissed by Israel, appeared aimed at improving ties with Gulf states and 
Egypt as Abbas visited new US President Donald Trump in Washington, who expressed 
interest in renewing Israeli-Palestinian peace efforts. 
Hamas in its new document agrees to a transitional Palestinian state within frontiers pre-
dating the 1967 Middle East war but continues to refuse to recognise a right for Israel to 
exist and backs an armed struggle, while Abbas recognises Israel and seeks a final peace 
agreement based on those lines. 
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“Why Palestine? Because it is a just cause, a noble ideal, a moral quest for equality and human 
rights” — Edward Saïd  
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